
 

Glossary of terms commonly used 
 

 

Assessment criteria is a set of quality indicators designed to facilitate the 

making of judgements in relation to a specific assessment task. 

 

 

Assessment Tasks / Activities are stimuli presented to a student that enables 

her/him to demonstrate learning outcomes. Tasks can be designed at various 

levels of difficulty and complexity (e.g. reproduction, application, transfer …) 

 

 

Competence is the capability to apply or use a set of related knowledge, skills 

and attitudes. 

 

 

Curriculum is an overall programme for a cycle of studies which spreads over 

several years. 

 

 

Formative Assessment is applied when either formal or informal procedures 

are used to gather evidence of learning during the learning process, and are used 

to adapt teaching to meet student needs. The process permits teachers and 

students to collect information about student progress and to suggest 

adjustments to the teacher’s approach to instruction and the student’s approach 

to learning. 

 

 

Learning Outcomes are statements in curriculum to describe the 

understanding, skills and values students should be able to demonstrate after a 

period of learning. 

 

 

Marking Scheme is a set of instructions (e.g. rubrics, possible answers, etc.) to 

help teacher and student to evaluate or correct performances in response to the 

stimuli in a task/test. 

 

 

Moderation is a collaborative process that enables teachers to reach 

consistency in their judgements of student work. In an analytic approach, 

judgements are made based on the use of assessment criteria; in a more holistic 

approach, judgements are made using the relevant attainment descriptors. The 



moderation process involves teachers discussing the qualities demonstrated in 

examples of student work to reach agreement about the standard of that work.  

 

 

Ongoing Assessment occurs when as part of their classroom work, teachers 

assess by observing and listening as students carry out tasks, by looking at what 

they write and make, and by considering how they respond to, frame and ask 

questions. Teachers use this assessment information to help students plan the 

next steps in their learning. Periodically this assessment will be in more 

structured, formalised settings where teachers will need to obtain a snapshot of 

the students’ progress in order to make decisions on future planning and to 

report on progress. This may involve the students in doing projects, 

investigations, case studies and/or tests and may occur at defined points in the 

school calendar. 

 

 

Reporting refers to the communication of information on the results of 

assessment of student achievement. 

 

 

Rubric defines expectations for students on a specific task and helps to ensure 

consistency in the evaluation of work from student to student, assignment to 

assignment and course to course. 

 

 

Summative Assessment occurs when assessment is used to evaluate student 

learning at the end of the instructional process or of a period of learning. The 

purpose is to summarise the students’ achievements and to determine whether 

and to what degree the students have demonstrated understanding of that 

learning by comparing it against agreed success criteria or features of quality. 

 

 

Syllabus defines the pedagogical principles, the learning outcomes and 

assessment of a given subject. 
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