
Guidelines for teachers of Geography re. Opening of Scholastic Year 2020-21 

Secondary Schools Year 9, 10 and 11. (Geography Option) 

 

Teachers of geography did their utmost in taking teaching and learning online during the closure of 

schools due the Covid-19 pandemic. In fact, most teachers of geography managed to cover the most 

important aspects of the geography learning programme. They made use of various learning 

platforms to continue teaching students, through online and recorded lessons, lessons on YouTube, 

resource packs including teaching notes, PowerPoint presentations, worksheets and past exam 

papers to develop the students’ knowledge, understanding and application of geographical skills. 

The Geography department supported teachers throughout this period by providing additional 

resources on Fronter, lessons on the Teleskola website, the YouTube channel: Geography Malta and 

on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators and by setting up a channel on Microsoft Teams entitled 

Geography Educators. Here teachers could support each other and share resources to meet the 

syllabus requirements from Year 9 to Year 11. Given that the SEC Geography syllabus is a three-year 

programme, it is important that teachers discuss and give a handover of the work covered during the 

scholastic year 2019-2020, in particular during the Covid-19 school closure period.  

 

Scenario 1 

Conditional re-opening on 30th September with social distancing and other Covid19 measures, 
with half a class at school and half a class at home. 

 

In this scenario teachers will be teaching from school. Some students will be following the lesson in 

class whilst some of the students will be following the same lesson from home using an online 

platform.  

In Year 9, 10 and 11 teachers of geography option are to follow the syllabus which is available on the 

Curriculum website through a pedagogical approach that can be used for simultaneous classroom 

learning and online learning. The teacher can share the screen of the IWB with the students at 

home so they can follow the lesson. Teachers wishing to make use of experiments and/or models to 

explain a concept may choose to record the experiment/ demonstration/ explanation so that it can 

be followed by the students at home. 

It is recommended that topics that are difficult to cover through online teaching, such as 

cartographic and fieldwork skills, should be tackled in class through face-to-face teaching.  

Teachers can use the resources available on the EO’s Geography room on Fronter from Teleskola 

website, the YouTube channel: Geography Malta and on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators. 

These were created by experienced practising teachers and provide lessons or resources directly 

related to the learning and assessment programmes of Year 9, 10 and 11. They combine detailed 

lesson explanation, videos, quizzes, accompanied by additional resources required to complete each 

lesson, such as worksheets, images, maps, notes, etc. Teachers should also consider using the 

Reusable Learning Objects, available on the EO’s Fronter Room, which cover some of the topics in 

the syllabus. These interactive resources are packed with high quality video clips, audio files, 
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stunning images and illustrations, annotated diagrams, animated activities, assessment tasks and 

quizzes. 

 

Year 9 Geography Option 

In Year 9 students studying Geography Option will start to follow the SEC Geography syllabus as 

prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 9 Option geography syllabus which is available 

on the Curriculum website together with the two continuous assessment tasks including a fieldwork 

report.  

It is recommended that mapwork and the fieldwork are carried out in class preferably during the 

first semester. It is suggested that students are informed how data analysis is carried out, by for 

example providing step by step instructions, how to analyse the data, organise it for presentation 

and use it to reach conclusions. This would help students continue to work independently on the 

writing of the field report. Since it might not be possible to take students for a fieldwork, teachers 

might consider designing fieldwork investigations that can be carried out at home. Examples of such 

fieldworks are available on the EO’s Fronter room, Microsoft Teams: Geography educators or on 

Teleskola website in Geography option Year 10 and 11 sections.  

 

 

Year 10 Geography Option 

In Year 10 students studying Geography Option will continue to follow the SEC Geography syllabus as 

prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 10 Option geography syllabus which is 

available on the Curriculum website together with the two continuous assessment tasks including a 

fieldwork report.  

It is recommended that mapwork and the fieldwork are carried out in class preferably during the 

first semester. It is recommended that students are informed how data analysis is carried out, by for 

example providing step by step instructions how to analyse the data, organise it for presentation and 

how it is used to reach conclusions. This would help students continue to work independently on the 

writing of the field report. Since it might not be possible to take students for a fieldwork, teachers 

might consider designing fieldwork investigations that can be carried out at home. Examples of such 

fieldworks are available on the EO’s Fronter room, Microsoft Teams: Geography educators or on 

Teleskola website in Geography option Year 10 section. 

 

Year 11 Geography Option 

In Year 11 students studying Geography Option will continue following the SEC Geography syllabus 

as prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 11 Option geography syllabus which is 

available on the Curriculum website together with the fieldwork report.  

Students sitting for SEC Geography are expected to present two fieldwork reports as part fulfilment 

of SEC Geography assessment requirements. Teachers who carried out and worked on a fieldwork in 

year 10 may present this fieldwork as one of the two SEC Geography coursework requirements. This 

fieldwork can also be presented as part of the year 11 annual exam mark.  
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In case of schools where fieldwork was not carried out in year 10 it is recommended that a fieldwork 

is carried out during the first months of the scholastic year to allow enough time for students to 

work on it. Teachers might consider designing fieldwork investigations that can be carried out at 

home. Examples of such fieldworks are available on the EO’s Fronter room, Microsoft Teams: 

Geography educators or on Teleskola website in Geography option Year 11 section. Students can be 

informed how data analysis is carried out, by for example providing step by step instructions how to 

analyse the data, organise it for presentation and use it to reach conclusions. This would help 

students continue to work independently on the writing of the field report. 

Teachers should note any communication that may be issued by MATSEC Support Unit to mitigate 

the effects of school closure during scholastic year 2019-2020.  

 

 

 

Teachers will resume classroom teaching. Teachers can still make use of the resources available on 

the EO’s Geography room on Fronter, resources, from Teleskola website, the YouTube channel: 

Geography Malta and on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators. These were created by 

experienced practising teachers and provide lessons or resources directly related to the learning and 

assessment programmes of Year 9, 10 and 11. They combine detailed lesson explanation, videos, 

quizzes, accompanied by additional resources required to complete each lesson, such as worksheets, 

images, maps, notes, etc. Teachers should also consider using the Reusable Learning, available on 

the EO’s Fronter Room, which cover some of the topics in the syllabus. These interactive resources 

are packed with high quality video clips, audio files, stunning images and illustrations, annotated 

diagrams, animated activities, assessment tasks and quizzes. 

 

Year 9 Geography Option 

In Year 9 students studying Geography Option will start to follow the SEC Geography syllabus as 

prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 9 Option geography syllabus which is available 

on the Curriculum website together with the two continuous assessment tasks including a fieldwork 

report.  

It is recommended that topics that are difficult to cover through online teaching, such as mapwork, 

are covered during the first semester, in case of schools having to close down again.  

It is suggested that the fieldwork is also carried out during the first semester. Teachers might 

consider designing fieldwork investigations that can be carried out at home. Examples of such 

fieldworks are available on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators or on Teleskola website in 

Geography option Year 10 and 11 sections. It is recommended that students are informed how data 

analysis is carried out, by for example providing step by step instructions how to analyse the data, 

organise it for presentation and use it to reach conclusions. This would help students to continue 

working independently on the writing of the field report.  

Scenario 2 

Schools starting on 30th September with all students in class as originally planned. 
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Year 10 Geography Option 

In Year 10 students studying Geography Option will continue following the SEC Geography syllabus 

as prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 10 Option geography syllabus which is 

available on the Curriculum website together with the two continuous assessment tasks including a 

fieldwork report.  

It is recommended that topics that are difficult to cover through online teaching, such as mapwork, 

are covered during the first semester, in case of schools having to close down again.  

It is suggested that the fieldwork is also carried out during the first semester. Teachers might 

consider designing fieldwork investigations that can be carried out at home. Examples of such 

fieldworks are available on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators or on Teleskola website in 

Geography option Year 10 and 11 sections. It is recommended that students are informed how data 

analysis is carried out, by for example providing step by step instructions how to analyse the data, 

organise it for presentation and use it to reach conclusions. This would help students to continue 

working independently on the writing of the field report.  

 

Year 11 Geography Option 

In Year 11 students studying Geography Option will continue following the SEC Geography syllabus 

as prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 11 Option geography syllabus which is 

available on the Curriculum website together with the fieldwork report.  

Students sitting for SEC Geography are expected to present two fieldwork reports as part fulfilment 

of SEC Geography assessment requirements. Teachers who carried out and worked on a fieldwork in 

year 10 may present this fieldwork as one of the two SEC Geography coursework requirements. This 

fieldwork can also be presented as part of the year 11 annual exam mark.  

In case of schools where fieldwork was not carried out in year 10 it is recommended that a fieldwork 

is carried out during the first months of the scholastic year to allow enough time for students to 

work on it and to have time for revising topics that were carried out during the school closure 

period. 

Teachers should note any communication that may be issued by MATSEC Support Unit to mitigate 

the effects of school closure during scholastic year 2019-2020.  

 

Scenario 3 

Continuing only online for all students for the 1st scholastic term and then review the situation 
for the 2nd and 3rd scholastic term. 

 

During the first term teachers can give live lessons using an online platform, as these are a great way 

of engaging students allowing them to participate in the lesson, ask questions and receive prompt 

formative feedback. Pre-recorded lessons allow the teacher to explain key concepts and ideas and 

allow students to follow the lesson at their own pace as they can be paused and repeated. Teachers 

can share resources, such as resource packs, teaching notes, PowerPoint presentations, worksheets 
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and past exam papers, with students via email, MySchool or Teams. It is important to keep in mind 

that effective learning takes place when a lesson includes an explanation of the concept or skill being 

tackled and feedback is provided on students’ responses and work.  

Teachers can use the resources available on the EO’s Geography room on Fronter from Teleskola 

website, the YouTube channel: Geography Malta and on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators. 

These were created by experienced practising teachers and provide lessons or resources directly 

related to the learning and assessment programmes of Year 7 and 8. They combine detailed lesson 

explanation, videos, quizzes, accompanied by additional resources required to complete each lesson, 

such as worksheets, images, maps, notes, etc. Teachers should also consider using the Reusable 

Learning Objects, available on the EO’s Fronter Room, which cover some of the topics in the syllabus. 

These interactive resources are packed with high quality video clips, audio files, stunning images and 

illustrations, annotated diagrams, animated activities and assessment tasks and quizzes.  

Once students return back to school, teachers can continue with classroom teaching.  

 

Year 9 Geography Option 

In Year 9 students studying Geography Option will start to follow the SEC Geography syllabus as 

prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 9 Option geography syllabus which is available 

on the Curriculum website together with the two continuous assessment tasks including a fieldwork 

report.  

It is recommended that topics that are difficult to cover through online teaching, such as mapwork, 

and fieldwork are preferably covered through face-to-face teaching when students are physically in 

class. However, if online teaching continues during the second semester, both mapwork and 

fieldwork are to be carried out during the second semester through online lessons. Teachers’ 

explanations of mapwork can be reinforced by using online games and activities that are available on 

the Teleskola website and worksheets on the EO’s Geography room on Fronter. Teachers might 

consider designing fieldwork investigations that can be carried out at home. Examples of such 

fieldworks are available on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators or on Teleskola website in 

Geography option Year 10 and 11 sections. Students can be informed through online lessons how 

data analysis is carried out, by for example providing step by step instructions how to analyse the 

data, organise it for presentation and use it to reach conclusions. This would help students continue 

to work independently on the writing of the field report.  

 

Year 10 Geography Option 

In Year 10 students studying Geography Option will continue following the SEC Geography syllabus 

as prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 10 Option geography syllabus which is 

available on the Curriculum website together with the two continuous assessment tasks including a 

fieldwork report.  

It is recommended that topics that are difficult to cover through online teaching, such as mapwork, 

and fieldwork are preferably covered through face-to-face teaching when students are physically in 

class. However, if online teaching continues during the second semester, both mapwork and 

fieldwork are to be carried out during the second semester through online lessons. Teachers’ 

explanations of mapwork can be reinforced by using online games and activities that are available on 
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the Teleskola website and worksheets on the EO’s Geography room on Fronter. Teachers might 

consider designing fieldwork investigations that can be carried out at home. Examples of such 

fieldworks are available on Microsoft Teams: Geography educators or on Teleskola website in 

Geography option Year 10 and 11 sections. Students can be informed through online lessons how 

data analysis is carried out, by for example providing step by step instructions how to analyse the 

data, organise it for presentation and use it to reach conclusions. This would help students continue 

to work independently on the writing of the field report.  

 

Year 11 Geography Option 

In Year 11 students studying Geography Option will continue following the SEC Geography syllabus 

as prepared by MATSEC. Teachers are to follow the Year 11 Option geography syllabus which is 

available on the Curriculum website together with the fieldwork report.  

Students sitting for SEC Geography are expected to present two fieldwork reports as part fulfilment 

of SEC Geography assessment requirements. Teachers who carried out and worked on a fieldwork in 

year 10 may present this fieldwork as one of the two SEC Geography coursework requirements. This 

fieldwork can also be presented as part of the year 11 annual exam mark.  

In case of schools where fieldwork was not carried out in year 10 it is recommended that a fieldwork 

is carried out through online lessons during the first months of the scholastic year to allow enough 

time for students to work on it. Teachers might consider designing fieldwork investigations that can 

be carried out at home. Examples of such fieldworks are available on Microsoft Teams: Geography 

educators or on Teleskola website in Geography option Year 10 and 11 sections. Students can be 

informed through online lessons how data analysis is carried out, by for example providing step by 

step instructions how to analyse the data, organise it for presentation and use it to reach 

conclusions. This would help students continue to work independently on the writing of the field 

report and to have time for revising topics that were carried out during the school closure period. 

Teachers’ explanations of mapwork can be reinforced by using online games and activities that are 

available on the Teleskola website and worksheets on the EO’s Geography room on Fronter.  

Teachers should note any communication that may be issued by MATSEC Support Unit to mitigate 

the effects of school closure during scholastic year 2019-2020.  
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