
Teachers of English teaching Year 7 and Year 8 are kindly asked to follow the Year 7 Supporting 
Document to plan their teaching which can be accessed via this link: https://c79fe208-9a04-4ed3-

8481-7db89db97391.filesusr.com/ugd/ada4d1_c49bb5cf5d8a455eab3a897abda01eb4.pdf  
 

However, during next scholastic year in particular, teachers might be facing students who have 
had different learning experiences throughout their period out of school due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. At the beginning of the scholastic year, students would need time to settle down and 
get back into a routine. It is encouraged to start with material pegged at a lower level (i.e. at 
Year 6 level for students in Year 7 and at Year 7 level for students in Year 8) and as usually 
done, the teacher implicitly assesses their level and readiness. Indeed, this might mean that 
teachers would need to prioritise content and skills according to the identified needs of the 
learners.   In order to do this, for next scholastic year only (2020-2021) teachers are asked to 
follow the recommendations below. Should the academic year resume under different conditions 
we are used to, including classes with less students than usual or teachers adapting to 
synchronous and/or asynchronous modes of learning, the guidelines below may be adapted 
according to the circumstances of each and every school scenario.  Further guidelines and tips 
on remote teaching will be issued shortly.  

 
Year 7 is a fundamental year and students need time to adapt to the change and so, orientation 
and guidance as well as support are critical. Under normal circumstances, the transition to Year 
7 causes stress and this particular year, for obvious reasons, even more so. Year 8 students, 
similarly might need extra support since their first year at middle school was cut short and this 
has its repercussions.  
 
The first few weeks could be spent on getting-to-know you activities and ways on how best to 
address certain gaps in students’ learning before moving on to new content or skills. Since more 
time might be needed to fill these gaps in their learning, during scholastic year 2020 -2021, 
teachers teaching Year 7 and Year 8 might wish to opt for one literary text instead of covering 
two throughout the scholastic year. This text could either be Prose or Drama and through this 
text students can still achieve the literature learning outcome, LIT 7.2 in particular. We would 
like to highlight that all Literature LOs need to be covered through literary text/s, including 
unseen texts, in all genres, i.e. poetry, prose and drama.  
 

The time usually dedicated to the second literary text (roughly around 15 lessons) could be used 
for students to practise their language skills. Similar to the Literature LOs, the language LOs 
remain the same. Specifically for Year 8, in addition to the writing tasks recommended in the 
Supporting Document, we encourage Year 8 teachers to cover REVIEW and DIARY ENTRY in 
order to reinforce these genres. We would also like to highlight the fact that for next scholastic 
year, the number of LOs to be reported on has been reduced to 10, with 2 LOs, 4 LOs and 4 LOs 
to report on in Term 1, 2 and 3 respectively as illustrated in the tables below. Kindly note that 
all the LOs still have to be addressed throughout the scholastic year.  
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YEAR 7 LOs to be reported on during scholastic year 2020-2021: 
 

 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 

Listening LS 7.1  LS 7.11 

Speaking  LS 7.10 LS 7.2 

Reading  R 7.10 R 7.1 

Writing W 7.7  W 7.5 

Literature (Prose / 

Drama) 

 LIT 7.2  

(A OR B) 

 

Literature (Poetry)  LIT 7.4  

TOTAL LOs to be 

reported 

2 4 4 

 

YEAR 8 LOs to be reported on during scholastic year 2020-2021: 
 

 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 

Listening LS 7.15 LS 7.12  

Speaking  LS 7.6 LS 7.17 

Reading R 7.9  R 7.1 

Writing  W 7.7 W 7.6 

Literature   LIT 7.6 LIT 7.4 

TOTAL LOs to be 

reported 

2 4 4 
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Guidelines for the Learning and Assessment Programme of English 

Language and Literature in 2020 - 2021 
 

Years 9 and 10 
 

 

During scholastic year 2020-2021, it is envisaged that some changes in the syllabus will be 

required.  This is due to the fact that students will have had different learning experiences 

during the period of online learning which took place as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

At the beginning of the scholastic year, it is recommended that teachers carry out a needs 

analysis exercise to gauge learners’ level and readiness. Since more time may be needed to 

compensate for gaps in students’ learning, these revised guidelines suggest a reduction in 

content that teachers may feel is necessary. Time gained from the reduction of Literature text 

content should be used for students to practise and consolidate language skills. 

For next scholastic year only (2020-2021), teachers are asked to follow the recommendations 

below. Should the scholastic year resume under different conditions to those we are used to, 

including classes with less students than usual or teachers adapting to synchronous and/or 

asynchronous modes of learning, the guidelines below may be adapted according to the 

circumstances of every scenario. 

 

 

 
When planning their teaching, teachers are kindly asked to follow the Guidelines found here: 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Curriculum/Year-9-to-11/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Most of the Language and Literature attainment targets in the Year 9 Syllabus feature in the 

Year 8 curriculum.  The spiral curriculum concept accommodates different stages at which 

individual students learn a particular language item or sub-skill. It gives the opportunity to 

revisit the same item, which may have been grasped by some students but not by others.  In 

this way, students who have reached the target level revisit the item at a higher attainment 

level, whereas those who have failed to understand the concept or item, repeat it in a different 

context and, if necessary at a lower level of complexity.   

 

Teachers are reminded that each attainment level incorporates the level/s preceding it.  Thus, 

the learning outcomes for attainment level 5 are all the learning outcomes for attainment levels 

1, 2, 3 and 4 with the addition of the learning outcomes specified for attainment level 5. 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Curriculum/Year-9-to-11/Pages/default.aspx
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LANGUAGE  

 

It is recommended that there be no change in the coverage of the attainment levels for language 

for Track 1 and Track 2.  

In Track 3, teachers may opt to leave out the following writing tasks from attainment level 5, 

if deemed necessary: 

  

 Formal letters / emails of apology, application for a job, curriculum vitae 

 

Teachers are strongly urged to make use of the lessons no longer dedicated to literature (see 

below) to provide students with the opportunity to practise and consolidate their competence 

in all four skills: speaking, listening, reading and writing.  

 

LITERATURE 

 

The changes suggested for Literature are shown in the tables below:  

 

Track 1  

Teachers may wish to opt for the following, if necessary:  

Poetry (excluding unseen texts) A minimum of 4 poetry texts (not 6) 

Prose / Drama (excluding unseen texts) One long prose text  

Or 

One drama text  (not two texts) * 

 

* It is suggested that Track 1 students are exposed to the genre which is not tackled by a long 

text, through unseen texts. Thus, if for example the reader selected for Track 1 is a prose text, 

the teacher would select short play scripts and present them to the students as unseen texts.  

 
 

Track 2 

Teachers may wish to opt for the following, if necessary:  

Poetry (excluding unseen texts) A minimum of 5 poetry texts (not 9) 

Prose / Drama (excluding unseen texts) One long prose text and one drama text  

(not three texts) 

 

 

Track 3 

Teachers may wish to opt for the following, if necessary:  

Poetry (excluding unseen texts) A minimum of 7 poetry texts (not 9) 

Prose / Drama (excluding unseen texts) One long prose text and one drama text 

(not three texts)  
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When planning for Year 10, teachers are kindly asked to follow the Guidelines found here:  

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Curriculum/Year-9-to-

11/Documents/curric_f3_f5/Form%203%20Guidelines_Language_Literature.pdf  

 

Teachers are encouraged to start with material pegged at Year 9 level and implicitly assess 

students’ level and readiness before moving on to new content or skills. Since more time might 

be needed to address gaps in students’ learning, Year 10 teachers are kindly asked to note the 

following during scholastic year 2020-21: 

 

LANGUAGE 

 

It is recommended that there be no change in the coverage of the attainment levels for language 

for Track 1 and Track 2. Teachers teaching these tracks are strongly urged to make use of the 

lessons no longer dedicated to literature (see below) to provide students with the opportunity 

to practise and consolidate their competence in all four skills: speaking, listening, reading and 

writing.  

 

 
Track 3  

Teachers may wish to leave out the items below, if necessary:  

 

Attainment level 5  (writing)  letter of application  

curriculum vitae  

 

Attainment level 6 (writing)  reflective essay 

report for a school magazine/newspaper 

 

Attainment level 7 (writing)  letter of application  

curriculum vitae 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 10 
 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Curriculum/Year-9-to-11/Documents/curric_f3_f5/Form%203%20Guidelines_Language_Literature.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Curriculum/Year-9-to-11/Documents/curric_f3_f5/Form%203%20Guidelines_Language_Literature.pdf
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LITERATURE 

 

 

Track 1  

Teachers may wish to opt for the following, if necessary:  

 

Poetry (excluding unseen texts) A minimum of 4 poetry texts (not 6) 

Prose / Drama (excluding unseen texts) One long prose text  

Or 

One drama text * 

 

 

 

Track 2  

Teachers may wish to opt for the following, if necessary:  

 

Poetry / Drama (excluding unseen texts)  A minimum of 4 poetry texts (not 9)  

 

Prose / Drama (excluding unseen texts)  One long prose text  

Or 

One drama text* 

 

* It is suggested students will be exposed to the genre which is not tackled by a long text, 

through unseen texts. Thus, if for example the selected reader is a prose text, the teacher 

would select short play scripts and present them to the students as unseen texts.  

 

There will be no change in the coverage of texts for SEC English Literature texts in Year 10 

Track 3 next year.  

 

 

 

 

 

Any changes in the SEC syllabi for English Language and English Literature affecting the 2021 

session are still to be announced by MATSEC. Once this announcement takes place, we will 

be in a position to issue guidelines for this year group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 11 
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