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GUIDELINES FOR COMPUTING TEACHERS 

Scholastic year 2020 - 2021 

 

Scenario 1: Conditional re-opening with social distancing measures in place, and 

in stages. It is assumed that at any one time, half of the students will be in class 

while the other half would be at home. 

 

Scenario 2: Re-opening schools in January 2021 or later. 

 

Scenario 3: Opening of schools with all students in class – normal setting 

 

 

Considering the above-mentioned scenarios, ideally your SoW should include the theoretical 

topics first while opting to cover the practical ones afterwards. Albeit the fact that we may 

start with scenario 3, educators should still be prepared to deliver lessons online; ideally via 

live sessions even if it is NOT obligatory. The obvious reason being that scenario 3 can be 

replaced anytime by either of the other scenarios in case of any measures that come into 

effect if the situation gets worse. 

 

MATSEC’s mitigation measures for exam sessions for 2021 are as follows: 

- Exam sessions will be carried out in June. Hence, Year 11 is extended by a month. 

- JAVA coursework is omitted,  

- Exam papers will keep the same format and total marks (85 marks) as in previous years.  

 

This does not necessarily mean that these same measures will apply for the exam sessions 

in 2022. Therefore, educators should still dedicate a good portion of Year 10 teaching 

programming/JAVA and do the necessary preparations for the coursework in case it will be 

valid for SEC 2022.  

 

For the coming scholastic year, Computing teachers who will be teaching Year 11 will not be 

providing to MATSEC any coursework mark. Also, to stay in line with SEC 2021 procedures, 

the Year 11 annual mark will ONLY consist of the mark obtained from the annual exam paper. 

Therefore, teachers should not dedicate time on the coursework (programming and 

documentation) but use that time to further engage students into solving JAVA problems 

(both actual coding and on paper). 
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Computing teachers who will be teaching Year 10 students can choose any of the three 

assessment methods below to obtain the 15% formative assessment mark that forms part of 

the final mark: 

1. a small project without documentation at the end of the scholastic year (round May), OR 

2. a task that includes 3 phases for the students to solve during the course of the studies 

(similar to the Python Text-Based Programming Assessment Mode as stated in the new 

syllabus), OR 

3. follow the usual Year 10 coursework instructions as stated in the current curriculum for 

state-schools; i.e. develop a JAVA program + documentation.  

* Clearly options 1 and 2 will shift entirely the development of the SEC coursework to Year 11 

(in scholastic Year 2021/2022). 

 

 

In Year 9, educators can guide the students the develop the coursework either by using the 

actual physical Lego kit or any online simulator such as the Roberta Open Lab Simulator in 

case schools remain close even after January. It is important though that this coursework is 

done! 

 

Irrespective whether online teaching is adopted or not, the help of online resources and using 

the Flipped Classroom and/or the Project-Based pedagogies will surely help! I also encourage 

you to:  

- use the online Computing resources available on the curriculum website:  

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/digital_resources/Pages/Computing-Resources.aspx 

- check out and use the currently available online lessons on Teleskola.mt; and  

- publish your own lessons. If every teacher develops one online lesson, the repertoire 

would be significant enough to cover all the syllabus.                                     

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/digital_resources/Pages/Computing-Resources.aspx
http://teleskola.mt/

