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Suggestions for Chemistry teachers on the different scenarios regarding 

scholastic year 2020-2021  

Scenario 1 
Conditional re-opening on 30th September 2020 but with social distancing measures in place, 

and in stages. 

 

It is assumed that at any one time, half of the students will be in class while the other half would be 

at home. Lessons should be carried out in class and transmitted online at the same time, with 

presentations/notes being shared both on the interactive whiteboard for in class students and shared 

on MS Teams for the stay-at-home group, respectively.  

 

Lessons should also be recorded from within MS Teams for future use by students especially those 

who could not attend the lesson for any reason. Recorded lessons need not include the video aspect; 

however, they should include audio and any shared materials only. A wireless headset including 

microphone, is recommended so that when the teacher moves away from the computer his/her voice 

would still be transmitted to the students at home. 

 

During laboratory experiments students who are at home will be given alternative work to do. 

Obviously, laboratory experiments need to be repeated twice. Since laboratory work must be repeated 

in this scenario, take this into account when planning your scheme of work. Note that in this respect, 

teacher needs to ensure that all content is covered. With respect to laboratory experiments, teacher is 

asked to fit in the most important experiments first. 

 

Teachers of Year 10 and Year 11 are not expected to carry out the experiments missed during the 

previous scholastic year due to the COVID situation.  

Year 9 

It is recommended that the order of units according to the state school syllabus for this scholastic year 

should be as follows:  

1. Unit 1: Basic Chemistry 

2. Unit 2: Nature of Matter. Atomic Structure. Chemical Bonding. 

3. Unit 5: Acids, Bases and Salts 

4. Unit 6: The Mole Concept 

5. Unit 3: The Atmosphere. Combustion and Rusting. Oxygen and its compounds. Ozone 

6. Unit 4: Water 

The reason behind this order is that if the scholastic year is interrupted again, units which are more 

difficult to cover online would have been given priority over others. It is recommended that teachers 

should teach the topics in the suggested order as this makes it easier to manage any fallout. 

Meanwhile, it is also recommended that laboratory work is also covered early during the scholastic 

year as much as possible. 

Year 10 

It is recommended that the order of units according to the state school syllabus for this scholastic year 

should be as follows:  
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1. Unit 7: Electrochemistry 

2. Unit 9: Chemical Analysis 

3. Unit 11: The Gas Laws 

4. Unit 8: The Periodic Table. Periodicity 

5. Unit 10: The Chemistry of Characteristic Non-Metals and their Compounds 

The reason behind this order is that if the scholastic year is interrupted again, units which are more 

difficult to cover online would have been given priority over others. It is recommended that teachers 

should teach the topics in the suggested order as this makes it easier to manage any fallout. 

Meanwhile, as much as possible it is also recommended that laboratory work is covered early during 

the scholastic year. 

Year 11 

Since state school annual exams will still be held in February then the content of the assessment 

schedule in the current state school syllabus holds. This means that the Year 11 annual state school 

examination will cover all of Year 9 and Year 10 syllabus content, as well as, topics up to section 

14.5 of the Year 11 syllabus. 

It is recommended that the order of units is covered according to the state school syllabus for this 

scholastic year. This suggested order makes it easier to manage any fallout should the scholastic year 

be interrupted again. Meanwhile, as much as possible it is also recommended that laboratory work is 

covered early during the scholastic year. 

 

Scenario 2 

Opening of schools on 30th September 2020 with all students in class as originally planned. 

 

Year 9 

In this case, Year 9 content and practicals will be covered as usual since this will be the first year of 

chemistry for students. 

Most students should already have covered the units, “8.2: Elements, Compounds and Mixtures” as 

well as “8.3: Separating Mixtures” from Integrated Science during Year 8. However, kindly check 

with Year 8 Integrated Science teachers if this is the case. If these topics were not covered in Year 8, 

keep this in mind when covering these topics in Year 9 Chemistry to address any gaps in this respect. 

It is recommended that the order of units according to the state school syllabus for this scholastic year 

should be as follows:  

7. Unit 1: Basic Chemistry 

8. Unit 2: Nature of Matter. Atomic Structure. Chemical Bonding. 

9. Unit 5: Acids, Bases and Salts 

10. Unit 6: The Mole Concept 

11. Unit 3: The Atmosphere. Combustion and Rusting. Oxygen and its compounds. Ozone 

12. Unit 4: Water 

The reason behind this order is that if the scholastic year is interrupted again, units which are more 

difficult to cover online would have been given priority over others. It is recommended that teachers 

should teach the topics in the suggested order as this makes it easier to manage any fallout. 
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Meanwhile, it is also recommended that laboratory work is also covered early during the scholastic 

year as much as possible. 

Year 10 

In this case, Year 10 content and practicals will be covered as usual.  

This cohort of students will have some missing laboratory reports from Year 9. Since the Year 10 

scheme of work does not allow for revision/review of Year 9 content, one cannot expect teachers to 

carry out the missing practicals from Year 9 to be presented to SEC.  

However, Year 11 teachers (scholastic year 2021-2022) may decide to carry out Year 9 missed 

laboratory work during the extended period if SEC 2022 examinations start in June. An agreement 

with SEC is expected so that a smaller number of lab reports will be required from the students. 

It is recommended that the order of units according to the state school syllabus for this scholastic year 

should be as follows:  

6. Unit 7: Electrochemistry 

7. Unit 9: Chemical Analysis 

8. Unit 11: The Gas Laws 

9. Unit 8: The Periodic Table. Periodicity 

10. Unit 10: The Chemistry of Characteristic Non-Metals and their Compounds 

The reason behind this order is that if the scholastic year is interrupted again, units which are more 

difficult to cover online would have been given priority over others. It is recommended that teachers 

should teach the topics in the suggested order as this makes it easier to manage any fallout. 

Meanwhile, as much as possible it is also recommended that laboratory work is covered early during 

the scholastic year. 

Year 11 

In this case, Year 11 content and practicals will be covered as usual.  

This cohort of students will have some missing lab reports from Year 10.  

Since the Year 11 scheme of work does not allow for revision/review of Year 10 content, one cannot 

expect teachers to carry out the missing practicals from Year 10 to be presented to SEC. An agreement 

with SEC is expected so that a smaller number of lab reports will be required from the students. 

However, Year 11 teachers may decide to carry out Year 10 missed laboratory work during the 

extended period if SEC 2021 examinations start in June. 

Since state school annual exams will still be held in February then the content of the assessment 

schedule in the current state school syllabus holds. This means that the Year 11 annual state school 

examination will cover all of Year 9 and Year 10 syllabus content, as well as, topics up to section 

14.5 of the Year 11 syllabus. 

It is recommended that the order of units is covered according to the state school syllabus for this 

scholastic year. This suggested order makes it easier to manage any fallout should the scholastic year 

be interrupted again. Meanwhile, as much as possible it is also recommended that laboratory work is 

covered early during the scholastic year. 
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Scenario 3 

Re-opening schools in January 2021 or later. 

 

In this case, online teaching will have to continue during the first semester of scholastic year 2020-

2021. 

Year 9 

Taking into consideration that this cohort of students will be new to the subject, students’ attendance 

for online lessons is paramount. Face to face lessons are also important so that teachers can gauge 

students’ understanding of the basic concepts in real time as well as through continuous assessments. 

It is recommended that during the first semester, teachers should teach the following topics in the 

order shown below as this makes it easier to manage any fallout. 

1. Unit 1: Basic Chemistry up to topic 1.5. Topics 1.6 and 1.7 will be done later when school 

resumes. 

2. Unit 2: Nature of matter. Atomic structure. Chemical bonding.  

3. Chemical formulae and equations. 

4. Unit 3: The atmosphere. Combustion and rusting. Oxygen and its compounds. Ozone. *  

The experiment on the preparation of oxygen can be done during the second semester. 

* Unit 3 is listed here not with the intention to be completed entirely but as the next topic to be dealt 

with when the topic “Chemical formulae and equations” is ready. 

Whatever remains from Unit 3 and the remaining topics for Year 9 will be taught at school during the 

second and third semesters. 

Year 10 

It is recommended that during the first semester of online teaching, teachers should teach the 

following topics in the order shown below as this makes it easier to manage any fallout. 

1. Unit 8: The periodic table. Periodicity. 

2. Unit 10: The chemistry of characteristic non-metals and their compounds.  

3. Unit 11: The gas laws.* 

* Unit 11 is listed here not with the intention that it is completed entirely but as the next topic to be 

dealt with when Unit 10 is covered. 

The laboratory work required in units 8 and 10 can be done during the second semester.  

This cohort of students will have some missing laboratory reports from Year 9. Since the Year 10 

scheme of work does not allow for revision /review of Year 9 content, one cannot expect teachers to 

carry out the missing practicals from Year 9 to be presented to SEC.  

However, Year 11 teachers (scholastic year 2021-2022) may decide to carry out Year 9 missed 

laboratory work during the extended period if SEC 2022 examinations start in June. An agreement 

with SEC is expected so that a smaller number of lab reports will be required from the students. 

Year 11 

Since state school annual exams will still be held in February then the content of the assessment 

schedule in the current state school syllabus holds. This means that the Year 11 annual state school 
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examination will cover all of Year 9 and Year 10 syllabus content, as well as, topics up to section 

14.5 of the Year 11 syllabus. 

It is recommended that the order of units is covered according to the state school syllabus for this 

scholastic year. This suggested order makes it easier to manage any fallout should the scholastic year 

be interrupted again. Meanwhile, as much as possible it is also recommended that laboratory work is 

covered early during the scholastic year. 

Experiments shall be done during the second semester. 


