
The Reading Journal 

A Reading Journal is one way to think about a story or a book you have 
read.  Once you finish a story or a book you can choose one of the 
activities below and write it up.   

It’s up to you to decide how to create a Reading Journal.  You can use 
a copybook or a project book you already have.  You can also be 
creative and choose another way to create your journal.  It is 
important that the writings of these activities are kept together so you 
can get back to them whenever you like to remember all the stories or 
books you have read and this will inspire you to read more! 

 

Activities which you can include in your Reading Journal: 

1. Draw a picture of one of the scenes in your story and write about it.   

2. Think about how the book makes you feel and record your thoughts.   

3. Tell me about your favourite character; what do you like about 
him/her/ it?  

4. Imagine you are that character; write a diary of a day from your life 
in role as the character.  

5. Draw one of the characters; fill in details about their personality, 
appearance, family, friends.    

6. Draw a story board to sequence the events of the story.  You can 
add phrases to your story board.  You can follow the example below 
to create your story board.  

 



 

7. If you had the opportunity to add another page at the end of the 
book, how would your story continue? Write that extra page.   

8. If you had the opportunity to add another page before the first page 
of the story, how would your story start? Write that extra page.   

9. Think about who is narrating the story.  Choose another character 
and retell the events from that character’s point of view.   

10. Collect intersting words/phrases that you would like to use in your 
writings.  Use them in sentences of your own.   

11. List any unfamiliar words you find as you are reading, try to find 
their meanings.  Explain why you think the writer chose those words 
for their text – to create a setting, an atmosphere or mood.   

12. Write a blurb for the book you have just read.  Do not copy the one 
which comes with the book! 

13. Make notes from your non-fiction text, note down any interesting 
facts you have find.  Write down the key points in your own words.   
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14.  Write a letter to your friend to tell him/her about the book you 
have just read.   

 

At the back of your reading journal you can keep a list of all the 
authors/poets you come across.   

 

 

But most importantly... 

 

Enjoy your books! 


