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The Year 9 History General Syllabus is based on rule by the Knights of St. John af-
ter the Siege (1565) to their expulsion by the French, the Blockade and early years 
of British Rule (1813).  
 
Amongst the topics for this academic year we find the following; 
 

Valletta 

 

Buildings by the Knights 

 

Old Towns and Villages of Malta 

 

Social and Economic Life at the time of the Knights 

 

The Rule of Malta by the Knights 

 

The French Revolution 

 

The French in Malta 

 

The Early Rule of the British 

Introduction 

This workbook contains exercises related to the 
different topics covered during academic year. 

This first edition is based on the second edition 
of the Maltese version of the workbook. With 

these exercises one may use the Maltese text-
book  Storja ta’ Malta (1566 - 1800) which is 
the official textbook of this academic year. 
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01 - Sources of Evidence 
 

 
In order to start constructing a picture of the past one has to use remains / find-

ings. The remains from the past are called evidence.  

 

Evidence can take different forms including; 

 

Manuscripts 

Objects 

Photos 

Coins 

Pottery 

Buildings 

Tools 

Weapons 

Paintings 

Maps 

 

 

Those in the list above are called primary evidence because these originated in the 

period understudy. Primary evidence is found in archaeological sites or inside ar-

chives (a place where old documents are kept for example the National Archives of 

Malta inside the Sant Spirito Hospital, Rabat and the National Library (Valletta)). 

 

Secondary Sources are those writing (books, articles) that offer an analysis of a 

historical period and were written after the events. 

 

An important characteristic of written sources (both primary and secondary) is that 

these exhibit the opinion of the author. 

Exercise: Which of the following dates back to the time of the Knights? _____ 
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01 - Different Types of Sources 

 
Mark on the table below if sources are primary or secondary and whether these are 
pictures, objects or writings. 

Type of Source Primary Secondary Picture Object Writings 

Books           

Letters           

Pictures           

Sculpture           

Caricature           

Graffiti           

Medals           

Maps           

Diaries           

Newspapers 
    

      

Placards           

Statistics           

Military Drawings           

Coins           

Arms           
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02 - Change and Continuity in History 

Since antiquity, there are two important elements of history that are change and 
continuity. 

 
Changes means that something is detached from the past; it can mean progress 

(thing change for the better) but it can also mean regress as thing change for 
worse . 
 

Continuity means that thing remain the same or change very slowly. It can also mean 
a gradual and evolutionary process.  

 
Changes can occur at different rates; there are dramatic changes (from one day to 
another) or as a continuous process (one thing leads to another). 

 
Change some times is not episodic but it is a continuous process.  

In 1635, Pietro Paolo Floriani proposed the building of 

a line of fortifications on the peninsula a good dis-

tance from the main line of Valletta in order to en-

hance the defence. The construction of this line of 

defence started immediately. In 1721, during the 

Reign of Grandmaster Perellos, the military engineer 

de Mondion added new defensive structures and ditch 

was excavated on the Marsamxett side. This work in-

cluded a richly decorated main gate with a single door. 

The British started enlarged the gate by building a 

new gate side-by-side with old gate. They also opened 

small passageways for pedestrians. When the tramway 

started offering the service the central part of each 

passageway was widened. Just before the second 

world war the walls next to the gateway were demol-

ished so that vehicles could go unhindered. The small 

passageways on each side of the gate were closed.  
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A timeline is a graphical representation of a period of time, on which important 

events are marked. When events are placed in the way they have occured one after 

the other one develops the concept of chronology. The chronology of the Maltese 

Islands is divided this way;; 

 

Neolithic: 5,000 - 4,100 B.C.,  

Temple Period: 4,100 - 1,500 B.C.,  

Bronze Age: 1,500 - 700 B.C.,  

 

Phoenicians 700 - 480 B.C. 

Carthage 480 - 218 B.C. 

Roman 218 B.C. - 445 A.D. 

Barbarians 445 - 533 A.D. 

Byzantine 533 - 870 A.D. 

 

Arabs 870 - 1091  

Normans 1091 - 1194 

Swabian 1194 - 1266 

Angevins 1266 - 1283 

Aragonese 1283 - 1530 

 

Knights 1530 - 1798 

French 1798 - 1800 

 

British 1800 - 1964 

Independence 1964 - present day 

 

 

This chronology helps us to understand when the historical events of the Maltese 

Islands have occurred in history. 

02A - Timeline of Maltese History 



 7 

Year 9- History Workbook - Mr. C. Formosa 

0
2

 -
 O

rg
a

n
is

e 
in

 a
 C

h
ro

n
o

lo
g
ic

a
l 

O
rd

er
 

15
5

0
 A

.D
. 

15
0

0
 A

.D
. 

18
0

0
  

A
.D

. 

17
5

0
 A

.D
. 

17
0

0
 A

.D
. 

16
5

0
 A

.D
. 

16
0

0
 A

.D
. 

O
n 

th
e
 t

im
e
li
ne

 m
ar

k
 t

h
e
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
e
ve

nt
s 

re
la

te
d
 t

o 
M

al
ta

; 
T

h
e
 A

rr
iv

al
 o

f 
th

e
 K

ni
gh

ts
 (

15
3

0
) 

(1
),

 T
h
e
 F

re
nc

h
 i
n 

M
al

ta
 (

17
9

8
) 

(2
),

 T
h
e
 B

ri
ti

sh
 i
n 

M
al

ta
 (

18
0

0
) 

(3
),

 T
h
e
 G

re
at

 S
ie

ge
 (

15
6

5
) 

(4
),

  
T

h
e
 R

e
vo

lt
 o

f 
th

e
 P

ri
e
st

 (
17

7
5

) 
(5

),
 T

h
e
 E

ar
th

qu
ak

e
 o

f 
16

9
3

 

(6
),

 C
ot

to
ne

ra
 L

in
e
s 

(1
6

6
0

) 
(7

),
 C

ar
av

ag
gi

o 
in

 M
al

ta
 (

16
0

7
) 

(8
).

 



 8 

Year 9- History Workbook - Mr. C. Formosa 

1.1  Which important event occurred in 1565 led to the building of this city?  

  ________________________________________________________ (1)  

1.2  When did the construction of Valletta start and it is named for?  

  
 ___________________________  _________________________ (1, 1)  
 

1.3  Valletta is considered as a Fortress City. Give a proof from the picture that it 

 is a fortress city.  

  
          __________________________________________________________ 

  (2)  

1.4  Give the names of two architects who were responsible for the building of 

 Valletta.   

  

 __________________________  _________________________ (1, 1)  

1.5  Today we find a lot of buildings from the time of the knights in Valletta. Give 
 the name of two of them.  

  

 __________________________  _________________________ (1, 1)  

1.6   Since its early days, Valletta had a serious problem that of lack of fresh wa- 

   ter. Which measure was taken to reduce this problem?  
  
 ________________________________________________________(1)  

03 - The Building of Valletta (Pg. 2) 
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04 - Important Buildings in Valletta  

Questions about the Co-Cathedral of St. John 

 

1. The Co-Cathedral was built on the designs of 

_______________________. 

2. The Grandmaster who paid for the construction of the Co

-Cathedral was ______________________. 

3. The ceiling of St. John was painted by 

_________________________. 

4. Grandmaster _________________ paid to embellish the 

Co-Cathedral. 

5. The Statue of the Baptism of Christ found on the main 

altar of St. John was sculpted __________________. 

Fill in the paragraph using these words; Auberge, Conventual Church, Magisterial Pal-

ace, 1571, Library, Manoel de Vilhena, Auberge de Castille 

The Order went to live in Valletta in 

__________. By that time the most im-

portant buildings in the new city were 

ready. Amongst these buildings one can 

find the _____________________, 

where the Grandmaster lived. The 

knights used to live in buildings called ________________. One of these is known 

as the ____________________. Later the knights built their main Church known 

as ____________________. Later inside Valletta the knights built the Manoel 

Theatre which was named after Grandmaster _________________________ and 

the library which was known as the __________________. 



 10 

Year 9- History Workbook - Mr. C. Formosa 

05 - Building by the Knights  
 
Look at the following pictures and them label those buildings by the Knights of St. 

John. 

A: ___________________ 

F: ____________________ 

B: ___________________ 

C: ___________________ 

I: ____________________ 

G: ____________________ 

D: ___________________ 

E: ____________ 

H: ____________________ 

J: ____________________ 
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Read the source provided and then answer the questions. 
 

Information about the Source: The author of the source is 

Johann Freidrich Breithaupt, a German noble man who visited 

the island in the 17th century. He wrote about his voyages when he got back to Ger-

many. 

 

The Palace of the Grandmaster; ...a few miles away from the Old City on a hill 

(Verdala Hill), there is the Summer residence of the Grandmaster. It is built on 
square layout with four turrets on each corner. The roof is flat and covered with 
stone. There is an open balcony and there is a ditch and bridge next to the entrance. 

The interior is richly decorated... ...The Summer residence is quite small but the 
place is cool. The idea was that it could offer shelter to those who were there when 

it was too hot.. The Grandmaster used to eat here very often. 
 

Johann Freidrich Breithaupt: Malta, Island of Christian Heroes, (Pg 118 – 119)  

 

1. Which is the Old City referred to by the author? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the name of the residence mentioned in the source? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why do you think that the Grandmaster had a summer residence? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The author in his description refers to the defensive elements of this 

 residence. Why do you think that the architect took care in setting the 

 defence? 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Give a reason why people like Johann Freidrich Breithaupt used to come to the 

Maltese Islands? 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

06 - The Summer Residence of the Grandmaster  



 12 

Year 9- History Workbook - Mr. C. Formosa 

07 - Defence at the Time of Knights 

After the siege, apart from the building of Valletta, the Knight repaired the other 
fortifications (Fort St. Angelo, Fort St. Elmo, Fort St. Michael, Birgu and Senglea. 

In the following year the Order strengthened the defence around Valletta and the 
ports through the building of lines of defence and forts. 

 
Floriana Lines: During the reign of Grandmaster de Paule (1622 - 1636), Pietro Paolo 
Floriani was brought to Malta to give his opinion as regard to the defence of Valletta 

and he proposed a new line of fortification. 
 

St. Margherita Lines: In 1638, Vincenzo Maculano da Firenzuola designed a line of 
fortifications to strengthen Vittoriosa and Senglea. It was built on top of St. Mar-
gherita Hill where during the Great Siege was used by the Turks to bombard those 

cities. 
 

Cottonera Lines: The Firenzuola Lines were never completed and when in 1669 the 
island of Crete was lost to the Turks, Grandmaster Cottoner choose to build a new 
line of fortifications around the Firenzuola Lines on the design of Antonio Maurizio 

Valperga. 
 

Fort Ricasoli: Valperga designed a large Fort at the entrance of the Grand Harbour. 
This fort was paid by the Knight Giovanni Francesco Ricasoli. 
 

Fort Manoel: The defence on the side of Marsamxett Harbour was always consid-
ered as weak and Bishop’s Island was a danger for Valletta. It was Grandmaster De 

Vilhena who paid for a new fortification on the design of Charles François de Mondi-
on. 
 

Fort Tigne: This was the last fortification built by the Kngiths and it was built at 
the entrance of Marsamxett Harbour. It was designed by Stephan de Tousard. It 

was a small fort and its design was different from that of other fortifications. 

A map showing the 
fortification of the 

Grand Harbour and 
Marsamxett Har-

bour in 1798. This 
is the result of a 
process started in 

1530 with the arri-
val of the Knight 

and ended in 1793 
with the building of 
Fort Tigne. 
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07B - Wignacourt Tower (Pg. 51) 

 

Read carefully the following source and answer the 
questions below. 
 

Information about the source: The following text is 
a translation from Italian from one of the volumes of 

the Archive of the Order.  This source of evidence 
relates to the building of Wignacourt’s Tower in St. 
Paul’s Bay. 

 
“..His Illustrious Highness offered to pay at his own expense and not from the mon-

ey of the Treasury, and that’s why He is praised and shown appreciation by every 

member of the Council (of the Order).  Its construction cost came around 7,000 

Scudi.  On the 10th of February of 1610, He went personally to be present at the 

blessing of the first stone of the tower.  The Clergy of the Cathedral came in pro-

cession and Holy Mass was said in the Chapel of Saint Paul found near the coast of 

the bay…” (Volume 103 Pg. 103-104) 

 
1. Is this a primary or a secondary source and why? 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Who do you think wrote this source? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Do you think that this is a reliable source? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Who paid for the building of the tower according to the source?  

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. What are the scudi mentioned in the source? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Where do we find the Archives of the Order in Malta? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 



 15 

Year 9- History Workbook - Mr. C. Formosa 

07C - Different Sources about Coastal Defence of the 18th Century 
 

Read the sources and then answer the questions 
 

Source A: “…but because these are so 
many and these need a great number of 
cannon and soldier to defend… its bet-

ter to leave those which are far away 
that is those of the bays of Mellieħa 

(Bay) and St. Paul’s (Bay) because they 
are so dangerous and at the same time 
the natural entrenchment of the valley 

called Wied il-Għasel…” (Archive of the 
Order, Volume 267 Pg. 124, written in 

1722). 
 
Source B: “As a result, should an attack take place, the works to the north of the 

Great Fault were to be abandoned while the troops were to hold the three routes up 
through the valley, defended by entrenchments at Falca, Naxxar, and Bingem-

ma…” (Stephen C. Spiteri, Fortresses of the Cross, published in 1994). 
 
1. Which of the sources is a primary source and why? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Which of the sources is a secondary source and why? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Do you think that these sources are reliable? 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. What was the opinion of the author about the defence of the Northern part of 

the island? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Which line of defence was built by the British along the Great Fault? 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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08 - The Effect of the Renaissance (Pg. 57) 

Slowly, the Order started embellishing those buildings which were built in the previ-
ous years. Thanks to the Order several painters left very good paintings on the is-

lands. 

Michelangelo Merisi, was born in the Italian town of Caravaggio. 
He developed an artistic style called chiaroscuro. In this style 

there is a contrast between light and dark. While he was on the 
island he painted the Beheading of St. John the Baptist, St. Je-

rome and a portrait of Grandmaster Wignacourt. 
 
Another painter who left a huge impact on the artistic scene of 

the Maltese Islands was Mattia Preti. Preti was a native of Ta-
verna in Calabria. In his youth, he learned painting and went to 

work in Naples. Thanks to Grandmaster de Redin, he took the op-
portunity to come to the Maltese Islands. He was entrusted to 
embellish the Chapel of Aragon inside the Conventual Church. Af-

ter competing this task, he was assigned to decorate the Conven-
tual Church. As result of his outstanding work he became a 

Knight and he remained in Malta till his death in 1699. 

Other Painters who worked on the Maltese Islands 
 
Amongst the other painters who worked on the Maltese Islands one finds Stefano 
Erardi and Alessio Erardi who were active in the late 17th century and early 18th 

century. Antoine de Favray is known for his portraits of the Grandmasters. 

Look at the painting. Then answer the questions. 
 
Who is the saint depicted in this painting? 
 

___________________________________ 
 
To which langue the flag being held by the Angel 

belongs to and which symbol representing the 

Order is found on the painting? 

 
____________________________________

____________________________________ 

 
Which mythological animal is depicted on this 
painting? 
 
____________________________________ 
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08 - Baroque art at the Time of the Knights 
 
Read the sources of evidence and then answer the questions provided.  
 
Information about the source: These are the writings of German Nobleman who vis-
ited the islands in 1663 and saw the Conventual Church of the Order. 

 
Source A: “Afterwards he visited the 
main church of the Order, St. John’s 
which at the moment was being re-
furbished and improved very nicely. A 
member of the Order had painted 
the story of St. John the Baptist 
very nicely on the vault.  These paint-
ings show how he prayed in front of 
Herod, how he was imprisoned and 
furthermore shows the dance of He-
rodias and the beheading of St. 
John…” 
 
Source B: “…the most distinguished 
church is St. John’s where the vault-
ed ceiling at the moment by is being 
painted by the Neapolitan knight of 
the Order of St. John called 
Mattia…” 
 
1. Is the source a primary or a secondary source and why? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Who is the painter mentioned in the source? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is the main theme of the paintings? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. What was the nationality of the painter and what was his nickname? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Why do you think that the Order accepted a painter as a Knight? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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c. In the table below list the use of the buildings at the time of the knights and 

 today. 

1. Name the building in the photo? _______________________________ 
 
2. List two things that have changed and two that remained unchanged from the 

two pictures. 

 
(i) Changed: ______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

(ii) Unchanged: ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 Knights Today 

The Palace   

Sacra Infermeria    

Auberge de Castille   

Fort St. Elmo   

Manderaggio   

San Anton Palace   

09 - Restoration and the use of buildings by the knights 
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The position of the cities on the Maltese Islands were always determined by their 
strategic value. 

 
Mdina and Ċittadella were built on the centre of the islands on high ground. These 

were important residential centres. In Mdina there was the Universita and the no-
bles. These cities offered shelter to the Maltese and Gozitans during razzias and 
the Siege of 1565. 

 
With the arrival of the Knights the economic activity on the islands became concen-

trated around the harbours. Birgu, Senglea u Bormla became important centres and 
later Valletta and Floriana became important too. 

10 - The Importance of the Cities (Pg. 65) 

On the map of the islands mark the cities men-
tioned in the notes above. 
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10 - The Importance of the Cities  

1. This picture depicts the  
 Cittadella in Gozo. Which Maltese 
 city is very similar?  

 

___________________________ (1)  
 
2.  What surrounds the city to 
 defend it?  
 
___________________________ (1)  

4. Vittoriosa and Senglea are two cities 
which were fortified by the Knights of 
St. John. List another two cities around 
the Harbours which were fortified by 
the knights.  

 
_______________________________  

_____________________________ (2)  

 
5.  The Map shows the peninsula of Birgu. 
 By which other name it was known at  
 the time of the Knights?  
 

____________________________________________________________ (1)  

 

6.  Which fort is found on the edge of this city? _______________ (1)  

 

7.  Give a reason why Vittoriosa was an important economic centre at the time of 

the Kngiths?  

 
____________________________________________________________ (2)  

 

8. Which of the following buildings in Vittoriosa date back the time of the 
Knights? There are 4 correct answers.  

 

(a) Palace of the Inquisitor     (b) Church of St. Lawrence  

(c) Fort St. Angelo      (d) Verdala Palace  

(e) Jesuits’ College      (f) Fort St. Michael 

(g) Auberge of England      (h) Co-Cathedral of St. John 

3.  Underline an enemy of the Knights and the Maltese.  
 

(Germans, Italians, French, Turks) (1)  
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1.  What is the depicted in the following sources: 
  

      (i) Source A: _______________________________________________ (1) 
  

      (ii) Source B:________________________________________________ (1) 
  
      (iii) Source C: _______________________________________________ (1) 

 
2. What are the advantages of the building seen in Source C. Draw a line under 

the correct answer. 
 
(protection from earthquakes, shelter from the heat in summer, straight streets for 

cars) (1) 
 

3. What conclusions can be drawn from Source A and B regarding religious 
pratices of the Maltese? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

(2) 
4. Give two contrast between the Maltese village today and the Maltese village in 

the past. 
 

(i) _________________________________________________________ (1) 

   (ii) _________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Give two examples on how local councils work to protect the heritage of the old 
village core. 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

11 - The Maltese Village (Pg. 70) 
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1.  Four of the following are found in the village core. Underline those found in 

 the village core. 

 

(a) hotel (b) housing estate (c) parvis (d) parish church 

(e) supermarket (f) niches (g) factories (h) band club (4) 

 
2. Which of the following four villages were parishes at the time of the Knights? 
 

(a) Mosta (b) Żurrieq (ċ) Qawra (d) Buġibba (e) Paceville (f) Luqa (ġ) Rabat (4) 

 

3. What are the advantages of narrow and winding streets found in the village 

 cores of the Maltese Islands? 

 
_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ (2) 

 
4. What do you think, the large number of chapels and niches hint about the life 

 of the Maltese? 

 
_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

5. List down two problems found in the  
 village core. 
 

(i)__________________________________ 

(ii)________________________________(2) 

12 - More Characteristics of the Maltese Village 
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Job Description Worker 

I used to row on the galleys of the Order and I was 

paid to do that job. 

 

I used to work inside the Sacra Infermeria and I took 

care of the sick. 

 

The Arsenal of Birgu was my workplace and I used to 

build ships. 

 

I used to man the defence and the fortifications. 
 

Through my work people today can admire a lot of 

buildings which I constructed. 

 

Although many people used to call me a pirate, I had a 

licence from the Grandmaster to do this job. 

 

I used to work in the fields and the main cash crop was 

cotton. 

 

I used to import and export wares from Malta. 
 

I used to work in a shop selling different wares. 
 

My vocation was spiritual and during the day, I con-

fessed people and celebrated mass 

 

13 - Forms of Employment  

Merchant 

Doctor 

Dockyard Worker 

Corsair 

Soldier 

Construction Worker 

Bounavoglia 

Seller 

Farmer 

Priest 
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14 - Public Health at the Time of the Knights  

Answer the following questions. 

1. Write down the names of the hospitals seen in 
the photos. 

 

A:  ___________________________________ 

B:  ___________________________________ 

C: ___________________________________ 

D:  ___________________________________ 

2. Read and Answer: “Between 1592/93, the plague hit the islands. It was very diffi-
cult to control it to the extant that from a population of 27,000 around 3,000 died. 

Dr. Pietro Parisi was sent to Malta by the viceroy of Sicily to control the plague. He 
listed the number of dead in each village and town of the island including Safi where 

50 persons died from the plague.” 
 
a. The plague is an infective disease - what does the word infective mean? 

 

Its not contagious 

Extremely contagious 

There is no need to go the hospital if you get sick with this disease 

 

b. Which of the above hospitals was built to cater for those sick with contagious 
 disease and where it is found? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
c. From the source state the total population of the islands and the number of 

 people who died during the plague? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Curiosity - The Grandmaster used to go the Sacra Infermeria every Friday 

to visit the patients.  
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The persons in the list below are all Maltese who left a their mark on the history of 
the islands. Match the name with the  

15 - Who am I?  

Ġlormu Cassar 

Fra Ġian Franġisk Abela 

Nicolo Isuard 

Melchiorre Gafa 

Giacomo Bosio 

Salvatore Imbroll 

Lorenzo Gafa 

Toni Bajjada 

Tumas Dingli 

Dun Gaetano Mannarino 

My life Name 

Considered as the Father of Maltese History as I was 

the first to write a book about Maltese History  

 

I was an architect employed by the Order when it was 

building Valletta 

 

I was a sculptor and spent most of my professional life 

in Rome. My brother was an architect 

 

Most people think that I was a foreigner due to my sur-

name but I was a Maltese who wrote the history of the 

Order of St John 

 

Famed for being a swimmer during the Great Siege of 

1565 

 

I led the Revolt of the Priest during the reign of 

Grandmaster Ximenez 

 

I was a Maltese Conventual Priest and I was appointed 

as Grand Prior of the Co-Cathedral of St John 

 

My profession was that of an architect and during my 

life time I design a number of parish churches including 

that of St Lawrence in Birgu 

 

I was an architect and my fame is linked with village of 

Attard as I designed its parish church 

 

I was a composer and my sacred music was played in the 

conventual church of the Order 
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Draw a line under the correct answer 

1.  Mikiel Anton Vassalli was born on 5th March 1764 in the village of (Qormi, 

 Attard, Żebbuġ). 

2.  Mikiel Anton Vassalli studied at (Seminary, Lyceum, University). 

3. Mikiel Anton Vassalli was the author of the Lexicon. The Lexicon was a diction-
ary of (Maltese and Italian, Maltese and Latin, Maltese and Italian and Latin). 

4.  Vassalli studied Italian, Latin, Oriental languages and (philosophy, chemistry, 

 biology). 
 
5.  Vassalli gave a (grammer, verbs, consonants) to the Maltese Language.  

 
6.  Mikiel Anton Vassalli published a book by the name "Alfabett Malti Mfisser 

 bil-Malti u t-Taljan". This book was published in (Paris, Berlin, Rome). 

7.  Vassalli worked in favour of the (Maltese, Italian, Russian) language.  
 
8.  Vassalli joined the party which was in favour of the (Russians, English, 

 French). 
 

9.  Vassalli was part of conspiracy to overthrow the Orderi. He was  (exiled, given 
 a life  sentence, sent rowing on the 
 galleys). 

10.  Vassalli died on the 12th  
 December 1829, aged 65. When he 
 died he was working on the 

 translation in (Italian, Maltese, 
 English) of the four evangels. 

16 - Mikiel Anton Vassalli  

On the right there is a handwritten let-
ter by Mikiel Anton Vassalli through 

which he asked Grandmaster de Rohan 
to open a school. De Rohan approved 

this request. 
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Translation: French Knight who 
mistreat the Maltese, beware 

that the Neapolitan is close to 
the Maltese pay attention cause 

the Maltese will sing the Sicilian 
Vespers. 
 

1. Is this a primary or a sec-
ondary source and why? 

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

17 - Pinto and the Sovereignty of Malta  

Read the source and then answer the questions provided. 
 
Information about the Source: During the crisis regarding the sovereignty of Malta 

during the reign of Grandmaster Fra Manoel Pinto de Fonseca, a group of Maltese 

fixed some placards on the main door of the Auberge of France, Provence and Au-

vergne on the 1st October 1753. These image below illustrates the words on those 

placards . 

2. Explain the term, Vespero Siciliano (Sicilian Vespers) and who is the Napoletano 
(Neapolitan) mentioned in the source? 

 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What relationship was established between the Order and the King of Sicily as 

result of the Act of Donation of 1530? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Do you think that Malta depended on Sicily? What was the most important item 

that was imported from Sicily? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Do you think that these placard refelected the general situation on the island 

or that of particular group of Maltese society? 
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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18 - Malta: A Naval Power (Pg. 110) 

Look carefully at the picture and then answer the questions. 
 
1.  What is the name of this type of 
 vessel? 

 
____________________________ (2) 

 
2. Which flag is hoisted on this 
 vessel.  

 
____________________________ (2) 

 
3. List two persons who used to work 

on this vessel. 

 
_________________________(1)     __________________________ (1) 

 
4. Explain the way this vessel navigated the seas? 
 

____________________________________________________________ (2) 
 

5.  How they used to arm this vessel? 
 
____________________________________________________________ (1) 

Read the source and answer: This is a part of the diary of Baron Georg Friedrich zu 
Eulenberg written in 1663. 

 
“The fleet of the Order is composed of 7 galleys...the flag is flown on the Capitana 

which was commanded by the Captain General of the Galleys. On the Capitana there 
was a crew of 625 person including rowers divided into slaves, forzati and bounavo-
glie. There were 371 rower spread on 56 benches...Apart from the galleys, the Or-

der had around 25 vessels for corsairing. They had the licence to fly the flag of the 
Order... (Pg. 181 – 183) 
 
6. Is this a primary or a secondary source? 

 
____________________________________________________________ (2) 
 

7. What was the difference between slaves, forzati and bounavoglie rowers? 
 

____________________________________________________________ (2) 
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1. Which essential resource was lacking before the aqueduct was built? ______ 

 

2.  Which grandmaster paid for the building of the aqueduct. ______________ 

 

3.  From which village the Knight started building the aqueduct? (Dingli, Attard,   

 Mosta, Siġġiewi).  

 

4. The aqueduct is made up of (tunnels, arches, columns, walls) built close to 

 each other. 

 

5.  The aqueduct was constructed in the  ________ century. 

 

6.  The engineer who completed the aqueduct was _____________________ 

 

7.  One of the main buildings in Mdina which collapsed in 1693 was ___________ 

 

8.  The grandmaster responsible for the rebuilding of Mdina was?    

 

 ___________________ 

 

9.  Mondion was of   
  

 _________________  

 nationality. 

 
10. The architectural style 

 used in Mdina was  
  

 _________________ 

19 - Important Project under taken by the Knights (Pg. 117) 
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20 - The Inquisition  

Answer the following questions 
1. Give a reason for the establishment of the Inquis-

tion? 
 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

2. Who was the first inquisitor on the island? 
  
________________________________________ 

 
3. Where do we find the Inquisitor's Palace?  

 
________________________________________ 
 

4. Who brought the inqusition to an end? ______________________________ 
 

Read the source: Bernard Vella put a spell on Valenzja Caruana. She went to a Sicil-
ian Carmelitan Friar who lived in Valletta and she asked him for help. He told her to 
buy herbs of the value of 2 Scudi and that way she would be free from the spell. 

 
5. Of which nationality was the friar? _______________________________ 

 
6. Using the source which currency was used on the Islands? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Read the source: Petrico Laferla accused himself in the Inquisitor's Court at a time 
when Sperelli was Inquisitor on the islands. 

 
“I was angry with a person who had caused me trouble. I swore that: ‘I will kill the 

person and if someone manages to stop me, I would swear that God is useless.” 
 
7. Is this a primary or a secondary source and why? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
8. Give two examples of punishments / sentences given by the Inquisitor. 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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21 - The Causes of the French Revolution  

Look at the picture and then answer the ques-
tions. This picture dates back 1789 and it of-

fers an explanation of how French Society was 
divided before the Revolution. 

1.  What is represented by the crown? 
 

___________________________________ 
 
2.   In the Picture there are 3 men.   
 What are they representing? 

 

 Left: ___________________ 

3. What do you think the globe found on the man in the middle represents? 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

4. From the three men who do you think painted the Picture above? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Give some reasons why the revolution started in 1789? 

 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Do you think that picture above remained valid after the revolution? 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Right: ___________________       Centre: _________________ 
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1.  Before the revolution, the government of France was (absolute monarchy, 

 republic, constitutional monarchy). (1) 

2. Political power in France was in the hands of the (Catholic Church, Nobles, 

 King). (1) 

3.  These three groups were exempted from paying taxes before the French 

 Revolution (merchants, nobles, farmers, clergy, royal family, lawyers). (3) 

4. The event considered as the start of the revolution was (the escape of the 

 King from France, the storming of the Bastille, the execution of the king). (1) 

5. The French King during the Revolution was  (Louis XVI, Francis I, George 

 III). (1) 

6  As result of the Revolution, the King (escaped to England, resigned and 

 continued to live in France, was guillotined). (1) 

7.  During the Revolution, the French Government led an important social reform 

 when (taxes, privileges, death penalty) were abolished. (1) 

8.  The French Revolution led to (more wars, more cooperation, more commerce) 

 between European powers. (1) 

Draw a line un-

der the cor-

rect answer 

 

Source: 

The Fall of 

the Bastille 

1798. 

22 - The Fall of Bastille (Pg. 154) 
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Before the French Revolution, all the power was in 

the hands of the _____________. He lived in the 

_________________ of Versailles, a few kilome-

tres away from Paris. The Nobles and the ________________ had a privileged po-

sition in the country. On the other hand the ___________ were paid by the 

_________________ and the bourgeoisie 

(middle class). The ______________ used 

to live in luxury and did not mingle with the 

lower classes. All this led to the events of 

1789 when the French rose against the ad-

ministration of King ___________ XVI. 

 

The population attacked the 

_______________, a fortress in the mid-

dle of Paris. A few years later the king was put on trial and he was executed using 

the ______________. 

One of the most im-

portant documents 

written during the 

French Revolution 

which had a profound 

impact on European 

History is the Declara-

tion of 

_________________ 

of Men and Citizen. 

23 - The French Revolution  

Fill in using the following words 
 

Bastille, palace, clergy, taxes, King, peasants,  

Louis, guillotine, Rights, nobles 
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24 - The Political Situation before 1798  

The revolt of the Priests (Pg. 127) 
 
Choose the correct answer 
 
1. The Grandmaster of the Order of St John was (Emmanuel 

 Pinto de Fonseca,  Francisco Ximenez de Texada, Emmanuel 

 de Rohan). 

 

2. One of the leaders of the revelt of the priest was (Fr 

 Gaetano Mannarino, Fr Ġorġ Preca, Fr Mikiel Xerri). 

 

3. One of the demands was related to the lowering the price 

 of (cotton, grain, wine). 

 

4. The revolt was planned for (15th August, 29th June, 9th September) 

 

5. Fr Gaetano Mannarino was imprisoned (at home, on Comino, in Fort St Elmo). 

The Attempted Revolt of The Slaves (Pg. 124) 
 

1. This event occurred in ________________________ 
 

2. The attempted revolted is a proof that the Order was declining. Why? 
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. List two event planned for the revolt 
 of the slaves. 

 
__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

4. How many slaves were hanged? __________________________________ 
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1. What was the year of this event? _________________________________ (1) 

 

2. Who was the famous general on these ships? _________________________ (1) 

 

3. In order to get inside the Grand Harbour, he brought up an excuse. Give the  

    excuse he used? 

 

_____________________________________________________________(1) 

 

4. Who was the Grandmaster leading the Maltese Islands? ________________ (1) 

 

5. What was the consequence of this event on the Order? 

 

____________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

6. What did the general do during his few days on the island? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________(2) 

 

7. What occurred on the islands in the beginning of September 1798? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ (2) 

25 - The Arrival of the French  

Look at the pictures and then answer the questions 
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From the onset of the French Rule, the administration set out to modernise the way 

the islands were governed. The following are some reforms set out by the French. 

 

Administration: All of the Order's property was surrendered to the French Govern-

ment. A Commission of Government was set up to rule the islands. Moreover, Malta 

was divided into cantons and municipalities. Each was run by a president, secretary 

and four members: A National Guard was also set up, with 900 men. 

 

Education: Primary schools were to be set up in the main towns and villages, while 60 
students were to be allowed to study in France. The University of Malta was to be 

renamed Polytecnique, and scientific subjects were to be taught there.  
 
The Catholic Church: Napoleon order the following main points; 

‘Every foreign religious person had to leave the islands’. 
‘No one could join religious unless he was thirty years of age’.  

‘All religious order had to surrender all convents except one’. 
‘The Conventual Church of the Order was given to the local diocese’. 

 

Other orders: Titles of Nobility were abol-
ished. Slavery was abolished and religious 

freedom was granted. Freedom of the 
press was established, 
 

Coinage: at first the French continued to 

use the mint of the Knights of St John. 

When the mint broke down they started 

minting silver and gold ingots. With the 

words RF, the 8 Pointed Cross, the date 

and value of the ingot. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Street names: In Valletta the French renamed all the 

streets. The only street name that its still visible is 

next to the National Library and it read VIA DEL 

UGUALIANZA. The only street that retained the name 

given by the French is Merchant Street. 

26 - The French Rule and Reforms (Pg. 139) 
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4.  Why do you think that the Maltese were quite courageous when the stormed 
 the walls?.  
 
_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________(2)  

 
5.  By which name the period between September 1798 to September 1800 is 
 known?  

 

_____________________________________________________________(1)  
 
6.  List two foreign powers which helped the Maltese during this period.  
 

____________________________________________________________ (2)  
 
7.  Which country started governing Malta in 1800? 
  

____________________________________________________________ (1)  

27 - The Revolt and the Blockade  

1. Who was governing Malta in the be-
ginning of September 1798?  

__________________________(1)  

 
2. The picture illustrates an important 
event which occurred on the 2nd Sep-

tember 1798. What happened on that 
day?  
 
______________________________

______________________________

___________________________ (3) 

3. Give two (2) reason which led to the events pictured above.  
 

_______________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________ (2)  
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Below there is a list of persons related to the French Revolution and the French in 
Malta. The statements give a hints about the person. 

28 - Who Am I - The French Revolution and the French in Malta  

King Louis XVI  

Napoleon Bonaparte 

Queen Marie Antoinette 

Robespierre 

Claude de Vaubois 

Dun Mikiel Xerri 

Mikiel Anton Vassalli 

Guliermo Lorenzi 

Deodat de Dolomieu 

Emanuel Vitale 

My Life Name 

Considered as one of the best French Generals. I man-
aged to conquer the islands from the Knights. 

 

Lawyer and one of the main leaders of the Revolution.  

I was a Knight of the Order but I choose to abandon 
the Order to join the French. The Dolomites are named 
after me. 

 

I was the King of France but during the Revolution I 
was sent to join and later executed using the guillotine. 

 

The Queen of France and like my husband I was sent to 
the guillotine.  

 

When Napoleon left the Maltese Islands I was left in 
charge of the Islands.  

 

I am considered as the father of the Maltese Language 
and I was a friend of the French. 

 

I was a corsair from Corsica. I came on the islands and 
I was one of the people planning to open the gates of 
Valletta. I was executed by the French. 

 

I was born in Rabat and was one of the leaders of the 
Maltese during the blockade. 

 

I was a priest from Żebbuġ when during the blockade I 
was planning to open the gates of Valletta. I was caught 
and executed by the French. 

 


