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LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2020   
 

YEAR 11                          HISTORY (OPTION)                            TIME: 1h 45min  
 

 

Name: _____________________________________        Class: _______________ 
 

Section A: Maltese History 

Question 1. Malta at War 

Source A                                                Source B 

Patients in a ward in the Cottonera 

Hospital 

 

 

Source C. Times of Malta, April 22, 1942 

Mussolini … favoured the implementation 

of Operation Herkules, the invasion of 

Malta, during early 1942. Hitler kept 

putting off the operation, allegedly due 

to his distrust of Italian co-participation. 

He also maintained that the sustained 

attacks of the Luftwaffe would cause the 

Island to surrender or at least subdue 

her offensive operations against Axis 

convoys … Most attacks were directed 

against military objectives … extensive 

areas in the Three Cities, Luqa and other 

parts of the Island were wiped out … 

Vella, P. (1985), Malta Blitzed but not 

beaten, p.56 
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1.1  Place the following terms in the table below to describe each type of source. (3) 

                          book                   newspaper                photograph 

Source A  

Source B  

Source C  

1.2 Source A shows a hospital ward in Malta during World War I. 

1.2.1  Who are the patients in Source A? _________________________________ (2) 

1.2.2  Explain two ways how the Maltese contributed to World War I. 

         _______________________________________________________________ 

         _____________________________________________________________ (2) 

1.3   Sources B and C are about Malta during World War II.                                                                           

1.3.1  Luftwaffe refers to the (Italian, German, British) air force.                            (1)   

1.3.2  What was Operation Herkules mentioned in Source B? 

          ____________________________________________________________  (1)                       

1.4   Use Source B to explain how Mussolini and Hitler differed on how to capture 

Malta. 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________________________  (2) 

1.5   Why were: (a) the Three Cities and (b) Luqa targeted by enemy air-raids?  

              The Three Cities:__________________________________________________     

              Luqa: _______________________________________________________  (2) 

1.6   From Source C, what would you conclude about enemy attacks on Malta during 
April 1942? 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________________________  (2) 

 (Total: 15 marks) 
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Question 2. Malta’s Foreign Policy 1964-2004 
 

Source D. 2003 Referendum result 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Source E  

 

2.1  What did the Maltese electorate decide in the 2003 referendum? 

        ____________________________________________________________   (2) 

2.2   Why do you think that the 2003 referendum resulted in a general election only a month later? 

       _______________________________________________________________ 

       ____________________________________________________________  (2) 

2.3  What were the major political parties campaigning for?                                    (2) 

       The Nationalist Party: ______________________________________________ 

        The Labour Party:  ________________________________________________ 

2.4   From Source E give one consequence of the 2003 election with regard to Malta’s 

relationship with the European Union (EU). 

 _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.5   How did the referendum and election result make the Labour Party re-examine 

its position on the EU? 

  _______________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________   (2) 

2.6  Place these landmark stages regarding Malta’s entry in the EU in chronological order. (5)                                                                                                                            
 

2.6.1 The Labour government puts on hold Malta’s EU application.  

2.6.2 Malta’s formal application to join the EU is submitted.  

2.6.3 In 2004 Malta becomes a member of the EU.  

2.6.4 The new Nationalist government re-activates Malta’s application.  

2.6.5 Malta participates for the first time in the European Parliamentary elections.  
 

 

(Total: 15 marks) 

Choice Votes % Valid votes 

In favour 143,094 53.65 

Against 123,628 46.35 

The electorate yesterday cemented their yes vote in last month’s EU referendum by 

returning the Nationalist Party to government with a majority of more than 51 per cent.  

The people’s decision at the polls means that Prime Minister Eddie Fenech Adami will 

sign the Accession Treaty along with nine candidate countries in Athens on Wednesday.  

The Prime Minister said that he expected the Labour Party to re-examine its position 

on the EU after the results of the referendum and election … 

The Times, April 14, 2003 

 



Page 4 of 8  History (Option) – Year 11 – 2020 

Question 3.   

Choose ONE from the following themes and answer in essay form. 

3.1   Explain the economic, social and political effects of World War I on Malta and 

the Maltese. 
 

3.2  Write briefly on each of the following with reference to Malta during  

  World War II: 
3.2.1  Malta’s use as a base against Axis operations. 

3.2.2  The granting of the George Cross. 
3.2.3  The Santa Maria convoy. 
3.2.4 The social effects of World War II on Malta. 
 

3.3  Account for the historical background and significance of the 1964 Defence and 

Financial Agreements and their revision in 1972. 
(Total: 20 marks) 
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Section B: European and International History 
 

 

Question 4. Analyse the following sources and then answer the questions.  

 

   Source G  

                         Berlin, November 1989 

 

 

4.1   With reference to Source F, how was the border around West Berlin closed in 

1961?  _______________________________________________________ (2) 

4.2  Do you think Ulbricht was biased in favour or against West Berlin?  

        ____________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.3   Briefly explain the two things that, according to Ulbricht, were achieved with 

the closure of the border around West Berlin.  

 a. _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ (2)  

 b. _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ (2)  

4.4   Why do you think Ulbricht sent this letter to Khrushchev in the context of the 

Cold War?  

 _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ (3) 

4.5  Give a brief historical account of the event that took place in Berlin on 9th and 

10th November 1989, shown in Source G.     

 _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ (4)  

(Total: 15 marks) 

Source F 

...We achieved the following things by 

closing the border around West Berlin: 

a. the protection of the GDR* against the 

organization of a civil war and military 

provocations from West Berlin; 

b. the end of the economic and cultural 

undermining of the capital of the GDR 

by the West Berlin …  

Letter from Ulbricht to Khrushchev,  
15 September 1961. 

*GDR refers to East Germany  
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Question 5. Analyse the following sources and then answer the questions.    

    

               

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1  What do the following abbreviations in Sources H and I stand for? 

 i. EEC ________________________________________________________ (1)  

 ii. EU ________________________________________________________  (1) 

5.2  Use Sources H and I to identify a change that took place within the EEC / EU 
between 1957 and 2004.  

 _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (2)  
 

5.3  Name two major objectives of the EU.  

 i. ___________________________________________________________  (2)  

 ii.___________________________________________________________  (2) 

Source J 

… the UK did not sign the 1957 Treaty of Rome, which joined the EU’s six original 

members … [Britain] organised the seven-member European Free Trade 

Association as a counterweight in 1960. But the UK stagnated, while the EEC 

prospered, and Britain applied for entry in 1963. Britain’s motive was mainly 

economic … French President Charles de Gaulle vetoed the UK’s membership bid. 

Adapted from Robert Skidelsky,  

The UK was never truly part of the European Union,  
The Financial News, London, 17 July 2018 

 

Source H Source I 

EEC member states in 1957 EU member states in 2004 
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5.4  Why is the Treaty of Rome of 1957, mentioned in Source J, important in European 

History?  

 _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (2)  

5.5  Using Source J, briefly explain why Britain organised the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA). 

 _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (2)  

5.6  According to Source J, what made Britain change its mind and apply to join  
 the EEC?  

 _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (2)  

5.7  Which source shows that Britain eventually joined the EEC?   

  ____________________________________________________________  (1) 

 

(Total: 15 marks) 

 
 

 
Question 6.  

 
Choose ONE from the following themes and answer in essay form on the 

following page. 

  

6.1  ‘The Hungarian Uprising of 1956 and the Prague Spring of 1968 show that the 

Communist system of Government was not functioning as it should.’  Discuss.    

   (20) 

 

6.2  Explain each of the following by giving examples:   

6.2.1  the challenges faced by the USSR in the 1980s;       (10) 

6.2.2  Gorbachev’s reforms in trying to improve Communism in the USSR.       (10) 
 

6.3  Write a paragraph about each of the following: 

6.3.1  the advantages and disadvantages of globalisation;        (10) 

6.3.2  the general factors contributing to terrorism.        (10)  
 

 (Total: 20 marks) 
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