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For marking scheme for Tasks please refer to the SEC syllabus: 
https://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/283656/SEC40.pdf 

 

1.  Underline the correct word.                  (6 marks) 
 

a. Silvia’s partner has cheated on her with another woman.  Silvia feels extremely 
jealous, and decides to kill the other woman.  (murder) 
 

b. Silvia’s partner is very violent.  He often beats her up and she is scared that 
one day he will kill her. While he is beating her up, she grabs a knife and stabs 
him to death.  (self-defence) 

 
c. Stanley and Jessica have decided that they don’t want to have children.  When 

Jessica finds out that she is pregnant, they decide to terminate the pregnancy 
after ten weeks. (abortion) 
 

d. Stanley and Jessica have decided that they don’t want to have children. When 
Jessica finds out that she is pregnant, they take it very badly and cannot accept 
that they will have a child.  When the child is born, they decide to kill her and 
pretend that it was an accident.  (murder) 

 
e. Rita is a wealthy woman who is old and very sick.  Her nephew, who is the only 

one who takes care of her, desperately needs her money, so he decides to kill 
her in order to inherit all her money.  (murder) 
 

f. Rita is a wealthy woman who is old and very sick.  Her nephew, who is the only 
one who takes care of her, has been told by doctors that there is no hope that 
she will get better, and that there is no medical treatment that can prolong her 
life.  Rita and her nephew decide to ask the doctors stop medical treatment and 
let nature take its course.  (letting die) 
 
 

Modules 1 & 2 
(Year 9) 

30 % 

Modules 4 & 5 
(Year 10) 

30 % 

Written 
40 % 

Total 
100 % 
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2.  Read the following and answer the questions about it.                (12 marks)  
 

Case Study: A mother saves her daughter with a .44 calibre handgun in 
carjack attempt  

 
 

a. What is the difference between murder and self-defence? (2 marks) 
A murder is considered to be self-defence if you kill someone to defend your 
life or your property. 

 
b. What do you think about the fact that this woman shot the man who was 

trying to carjack the van with her and her baby inside? Give a reason for your 
answer. (4 marks) 
Award high marks for well-argued reasons, low marks for reasons which are 
not so well argued, and no marks for reasons that are completely out of point. 

 
c. Do you think that people should be allowed to buy guns and use them to 

defend themselves? Why? (3 marks) 
    Award 3 marks for well-argued arguments, 2 marks for arguments which are 

not so well argued, and no marks for arguments that are completely out of 
point. 

 
d. Do you think it is justified to kill someone to defend your property, rather than 

your life?  Why?  (3 marks) 
Award 3 marks for well-argued explanations, 2 marks for explanations which 
are not so well argued, and no marks for explanations that are completely out 
of point. 

 

3. Read the following and answer the questions about it. (12 marks)  
 

a. Why did the shooter target these particular victims? (2 marks) 
 He targeted these particular victims because they were Muslim. 
 
b. Why does intolerance sometimes lead to hate crimes and terrorism? (3 marks) 
 Award 3 marks for well-argued explanations, 2 marks for explanations which 

are not so well argued, and no marks for explanations that are completely out 
of point. 

 
c. The shooter killed innocent people, who were praying at a mosque, to spread 

his racist message.  Was he using these people as a means or as an end?  
Explain your answer.  (4 marks) 

 
 He was using these people as an end (1 mark) because… Award 3 marks for 

well-argued reasons, 2 marks for reasons which are not so well argued, and 
no marks for reasons that are completely out of point. 

 
d. Other people used social media to share the livestreamed footage of the 

attack.  Why was this wrong?   (3 marks) 
 
 Award 3 marks for well-argued reasons, 2 marks for reasons which are not so 

well argued, and no marks for reasons that are completely out of point. 
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4.  Choose one of the following life and death issues and explain your views about it 

in around 200 words.  (10 marks) 

i. Capital Punishment 
ii. Abortion 
iii. Euthanasia 

 

 Criteria Marks 
Knowledge The student shows knowledge of laws and vocabulary 

related to capital punishment/abortion/euthanasia. 
2 

Comprehension The student shows understanding of the issues 
relating to capital punishment/abortion/ euthanasia. 

2 

Application The student can apply his or her knowledge and 
understanding to discuss the issue. 

2 

Analysis The student can identify moral arguments that 
address the ethical issues of capital punishment/ 
abortion/euthanasia. 

4 

 

 

END OF PAPER 

 


