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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION           

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 3                                         ETHICS                    MARKING SCHEME                              

Reflective Journal Writing – 30% 

The Reflective Journal Writing requires students to write fortnightly entries of 150 words per 

entry. Each entry is to be based on course content, reflecting the student’s critical and 

analytical way of thinking about the content. The journal could include photos/drawings, 

quotes and extracts from books or journals. Students are expected to write structured 

reflective writing basically broken down into three parts: description (What is being 

examined), interpretation (What is most important/interesting/useful/relevant about the 

subject or idea), and outcome (What have I learned? What does this mean for my future?)  

Assessment Criteria  

The fundamental questions that the teacher will be considering when assessing the work of 

students are:  

1. How does the journal demonstrate that the student has acquired the knowledge,  

 understanding and skills of the learning outcomes?  

2. Does the journal show progression and development throughout the entries?  

 

 

 

 

The criteria against which the work will be marked fall into the following categories:  

Presentation  Criteria Marks 

 1. An entry to the journal was made every fortnight (5 entries). 2 

2. Each journal entry is approximately 150 words in length.  2 

3. The journal entries follow the format, addressing the 3 steps.  3 

4. The journal is well organized. 3 

Description 5. The description is clear and concise.  4 

 6. There is an analysis of the subject matter/experience/issue 

that shows the ability to think critically and ask good questions.  

4 

Outcome 7. The outcome indicates new perspectives, thoughts or actions 

for the future.   

6 

8. The writing shows how the learning is affecting him/her as a 

moral person.  

6 

                                                             Total marks 30 

 

(Adapted from the Common Awards Assessment Guidelines, Reflective Learning Journals, 

University of Durham) 
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Project – 30% 

Students are asked to do a project on the following topic: Different kinds of communities  

 

Project Guidelines 

At least 10 pages should be used from the project book.  

One expects around five pages of write-up, while the rest can include pictures, posters, 

material from the internet, and so on. 

It is explained to the students that ‘copy and paste’ is not acceptable – and that the write-up 

has to be in their own words, written in Maltese or English.  

 

Assessment Criteria 

Identification of ethical issues – 10 marks 

Knowledge of content – 10 marks 

Use of examples that show understanding of the ethical issues – 5 marks 

Presentation – 5 marks 
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Written Paper Marking Scheme – 40% 

 

 

1.              (1 mark x 5 = 5 marks) 

                                                                                                                 

i.     morally responsible 

 

ii. role model 

 

iii. kindness 

 

iv. selfish 

 

v. unity 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

        
2.             (2 marks x 5 = 10 marks) 

 

i. Social pluralism  

 The recognition and affirmation of diversity in society which permits the peaceful 

coexistence of the diverse social groups living within it. These groups might have 

different interests, convictions and lifestyles but every member of society is encouraged 

to accommodate differences and engage in dialogue.    
 
ii. Individualistic culture  

 Individualistic cultures are loosely-linked societies. In such cultures, individuals are 

oriented around the self and independent and value personal goals above those of the 

group. 
 

iii. Communitarian societies  

 Such societies emphasise the connection between the individual and the community. In 

communitarian societies, a person’s social identity and personality are largely moulded 

by community relationships. The good of the community is very important and so people 

feel pressured to conform to the norms and rules of society. 
 

iv. Moral conformity  

 Conforming to the community’s moral stances, without either having the possibility or 

freedom to do otherwise or else because one does not reflect on actions. 

 

v. Traditional society  

 In a traditional society there is a strong sense of community. Such societies give a lot of 

importance to habits and customs. Social change is slow and the population is mostly 

homogenous. 

Allocate marks for any answer which you deem acceptable. 
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 3. 

 

 

      

Situation 1    

 

i.  Martin wanted to be accepted but knew that his actions would cause others pain. He felt 

 morally responsible for what he was about to do and while he knew that he would not get 

 caught, he decided to use his freedom in a responsible manner.                             (2 marks)                            

            

ii. Self-reflection is thinking about oneself, literally examining one’s life; oneself and one’s 

relationship with others with whom one lives and shares one’s life; friends, family, 

communities, even strangers. Self-reflection, or self-examination, is a search for self-

knowledge or self-understanding.                               (3 marks)                       

 

Situation 2 

 

i. self-harm               (1 mark) 

ii. Firstly, she has a moral duty not to harm herself as we have to respect the integrity of our 

body and mind. Self-harm has consequences not only on the parents and those close to 

Sabrina but also on others such as one’s family, friends, one’s community, and society in 

general.                                                                     (4 marks) 

Situation 3 

 
i.  Bigots are wrong because while they are free to believe whatever they want, there are 

moral restrictions on how one treats others. Ethically, one is not free to do as one wishes. 

The bigots are showing moral insensitivity by not empathising and showing solidarity with 

refugees.                (2 marks)      

                                                                                    

ii. Firstly, these Scots empathised with the plight of Syrian refugees, also recognising their 

right to seek refuge from a war zone.  They showed respect towards and consideration in 

the way they treated the refugees. They were morally sensitive to the feelings and need of 

the refugees.                       (3 marks)  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Allocate marks for any other answer which you think reflects a moral understanding of the 

situation. 

4.        

   

 Criteria Marks 

Knowledge The student shows knowledge of the ethical and unethical 

use of social media 

2 

Comprehension The student shows understanding of the issues relating to 

the use of social media 

2 

Application The student can apply his or her knowledge and 

understanding to discuss the question.  

2 

Analysis The student can identify moral arguments that address the 

ethical and unethical use of social media 

4 

 


