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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION           

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016  
 

FORM 2                                         ETHICS                    MARKING SCHEME                              

Reflective Journal Writing – 30% 

The Reflective Journal Writing requires students to write fortnightly entries of 120 words per 

entry. Each entry is to be based on course content, reflecting the student’s critical and 

analytical way of thinking about the content. The journal could include photos/drawings, 

quotes and extracts from books or journals. Students are expected to write structured 

reflective writing basically broken down into three parts: description (What is being 

examined), interpretation (What is most important/interesting/useful/relevant about the 

subject or idea), and outcome (What have I learned? What does this mean for my future?)  

Assessment Criteria  

The fundamental questions that the teacher will be considering when assessing the work of 

students are:  

1. How does the journal demonstrate that the student has acquired the knowledge,  

 understanding and skills of the learning outcomes?  

2. Does the journal show progression and development throughout the entries?  

 

 

 

 

The criteria against which the work will be marked fall into the following categories:  

Presentation  Criteria Marks 

 1. An entry to the journal was made every fortnight (5 entries). 2 

2. Each journal entry is approximately 120 words in length.  2 

3. The journal entries follow the format, addressing the 3 steps.  3 

4. The journal is well organized. 3 

Description 5. The description is clear and concise.  4 

 6. There is an analysis of the subject matter/experience/issue 

that shows the ability to think critically and ask good questions.  

4 

Outcome 7. The outcome indicates new perspectives, thoughts or actions 

for the future.   

6 

8. The writing shows how the learning is affecting him/her as a 

moral person.  

6 

                                                             Total marks 30 

 

(Adapted from the Common Awards Assessment Guidelines, Reflective Learning Journals, 

University of Durham) 
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Project – 30% 

Students are asked to do a project on the following topic:  

Find two pieces of news/information.  Show the moral implications of the actions 

through the intended as well as the unforeseen or unintended consequences, e.g. The 

cutting of palm trees; the garbage we throw in the sea, and so on. 

 

Project Guidelines 

At least 6 pages should be used from the project book.  

One expects around three pages of write-up, while the rest can include pictures, posters, 

material from the internet, and so on. 

It is explained to the students that ‘copy and paste’ is not acceptable – and that the write-up 

has to be in their own words, written in Maltese or English.  

 

Assessment Criteria 

Identification of ethical issues – 10 marks 

Knowledge of content – 10 marks 

Use of examples that show understanding of the ethical issues – 5 marks 

Presentation – 5 marks 
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Written Paper Marking Scheme – 40% 

 1.               (1 mark x 5 = 5 marks) 

     

Action Foreseeable consequence Unintended or 

unforeseeable 

consequence 

1. Helping an elderly man 

cross the road. 

Helping the man cross the 

road safely. 
Making the man feel 

important and loved. 

2. Pulling the chair from 

3.  under your friend as he is 

about to sit. 

Your friend falls and you 

have a laugh at his expense. 
Your friend hurts his spine. 

4. Allowing a friend to copy 

your Maths homework 

every day. 

Your friend will not get 

punished by the teacher for 

not doing  her homework. 

Your friend will not be able 

to learn the Maths concepts 

being taught. 

5. Calling a random person in 

the middle of the night as a 

prank. 

Person who is called has to 

wake up to answer the call. 
Person happens to be 

elderly, gets up quickly to 

answer the phone, falls and 

hits his/her head. 

6. Engaging in cliff diving. Enjoying the experience. Suffering a neck injury due 

to diving from a high cliff. 

7. Burning English test sheets 

in your room.  

Your parents would not know 

you failed your test. 
Bedroom catches fire and 

pet dog dies because of 

smoke inhalation. 

 

The answers are for guidance only. Accept answers which show that the student understands 

the moral implications of unforeseeable consequences. 

 

 

2.               (½ mark x 6 = 3 marks) 

In Malta everyone is free to practice his or her own religion. Therefore, although the majority 

of the people are Catholics, one also finds Muslims, Hindu, Jews, Jehovah’s Witnesses,  and 

many others of different faiths. It is possible to live with people of different beliefs because 

we live in a society which is tolerant. The most important aspect of living in such a society is 

that we respect each other. 

Accept other words which denote a similar meaning and make sense within the text. 
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3.  

      i.  Morality is obedience to a moral law.          (2 marks)  

     

ii. Some consider that morally right actions lie in one’s obedience to the divinely inspired 

moral law. Others regard moral law as the law of reason, whose source is human nature 

itself.                (2 marks) 

iii. Any three of: 

- There is only one God. He is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. 

- God sent prophets such as Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Joseph, John the Baptist, 

Jesus, etc. 

- People should follow the Ten Commandments and the moral teachings of the prophets. 

- Mary, the mother of Jesus, was a virgin; therefore Jesus was born miraculously. 

- Jesus Christ is the Messiah and he performed miracles. 

- The Old Testament/Torah and the New Testament/Gospel) are holy scriptures. 

- Satan is evil; therefore, people should not follow Satan. 

- An Anti-Christ will appear on Earth before the Day of Judgement. 

- Jesus Christ will return by descending from Heaven and will kill the Anti-Christ. 

- The Day of Judgement will occur and people will be judged. 

- There is hell and paradise.                                                    (1 mark x 3 = 3 marks) 

Accept other similarities that make sense; for example, both religions demand that followers 

love their neighbours, give to charity etc.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                         

4. 

 

 
 

 

 

Situation 1    

 

i.   Smoked a cigarette.                                                                      (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks) 

   Threw the cigarette away. 
 

ii.   So she would not get caught.                                                                                    (1 mark) 

  

iii.   The grass caught fire.                                                                        (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks) 

  A car was damaged. 
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  Situation 2 

 

i. The coach showed lack of tolerance towards the Muslim student.                 (1 mark) 

                                                                                                                      

ii. The students’ show of solidarity was an unforeseeable consequence of the coach’s action.                                                                                              

               (1 mark) 

                    

 

iii. The rules of the game were revised and Muslims were allowed to wear the hijab.   (1 mark) 

                                                                                                                       

iv. Yes, because wearing the hijab is considered a requirement by many Muslim women. By 

allowing the students to wear the hijab, one shows respect towards the beliefs of others. 

Also, Muslim students are exercising their right to freedom of belief and freedom of 

expression.                                                                                                  

           (2 marks) 

Allow marks for other similar answers which convey an ethical response. 

 

 

Situation 3 

 
i. No, she was not, because freedom of speech does not mean that one is allowed to say 

whatever one wants. One cannot impinge on the rights of others to exercise one’s rights.      

              (3 marks)

                                                  

ii. Jessica incited others to harm Jordan through her hate speech.                                (2 marks) 

                                                                                                                                             

Allocate marks for any other answer which you think reflects a moral understanding of the 

situation. 

 

5.  

 

 

 Criteria Marks 

Knowledge The student shows knowledge of the meaning of freedom 

in this context. 

2 

Comprehension The student shows understanding of the issues relating to 

freedom. 

2 

Application The student can apply his or her knowledge and 

understanding to discuss the question.  

2 

Analysis The student can identify moral arguments in favour of 

freedom and how one cannot impinge on the freedoms of 

others to exercise one’s own. 

4 

 


