
Ethics – Marking Scheme – Form 1 Secondary – 2015                                                                          Page 1 of 5 

 

DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION           

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015  

 

FORM 1                                         ETHICS                    MARKING SCHEME                              

Reflective Journal Writing – 30% 

The Reflective Journal Writing requires students to write fortnight entries of 100 words per 

entry. Each entry is to be based on course content, reflecting the student’s critical and 

analytical way of thinking about the content. The journal could include photos/drawings, 

quotes and extracts from books or journals. Students are expected to write structured 

reflective writing basically broken down into three parts: description (What is being 

examined), interpretation (What is most important/interesting/useful/relevant about the 

subject or idea), and outcome (What have I learned? What does this mean for my future?)  

Assessment Criteria  

The fundamental questions that the teacher will be considering when assessing the work of 

students are:  

1. How does the journal demonstrate that the student has acquired the knowledge, 

 understanding and skills of the learning outcomes?  

2. Does the journal show progression and development throughout the entries? 

 

The criteria against which the work will be marked fall into the following categories:  

Presentation  

 

Criteria 

 

Marks 

 

 1. An entry to the journal was made every fortnight (5 entries). 2 

2. Each journal entry is approx. 100 words in length.  2 

3. The journal entries follow the format, addressing the 3 steps.  3 

4. The journal is well organized. 3 

Description 

 

5. The description is clear and concise.  4 

Interpretation 

 

6. There is an analysis of the subject matter/experience/issue 

that shows the ability to think critically and ask good questions.  

4 

Outcome 

 

7. The outcome indicates new perspectives, thoughts or actions 

for the future.   

6 

8. The writing shows how the learning is affecting him/her as a 

moral person.  

6 

 Total marks 30 

(Adapted from the Common Awards Assessment Guidelines, Reflective Learning Journals, 

University of Durham) 
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Project – 30% 

Students are asked to do a project on the following topic: Animal Rights 

 

Project Guidelines 

At least 6 pages should be used from the project book.  

Roughly one expects around three pages of write-up, while the rest can include pictures, 

posters, material from the internet, and so on. 

It is explained to the students that ‘copy and paste’ is not acceptable – and that the write up 

has to be in their own words, written in Maltese or English.  

 

Assessment Criteria 

Identification of ethical issues – 10 marks 

Knowledge of Content – 10 marks 

Use of examples that show understanding of the ethical issues – 5 marks 

Presentation – 5 marks 
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Written Paper Marking Scheme – 40% 

 

1. Write want or right according to the statement.                               (1 mark x 5 = 5 marks) 

The first two statements have been done for you. 

 

 

a. Mark insists he wants his own laptop as he does not want to 

share with his brothers and sisters. 

Want 

b. Kat has to walk for a very long time to get clean water as his 

village does not have any.  

Right 

c. Silva has two brothers. They go to school but she is not 

allowed to because she is a girl. 
Right 

d. Lisa and Carla are 16-year-old twins. They live in a small 

house but are insisting on having a bedroom each. 
Want 

e. Sam’s dad lost his job and they did not have enough money for 

rent. The landlord threw them out and now they are sleeping in 

a bus shelter. 

Right 

f. Michael is going to a party and asks his parents to buy him the 

latest trendy jeans. 
Want 

g. Susan is Muslim. She wishes to work but cannot find a job 

because she wears the hijab. 
Right 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain your choice in the above statements. The first two are an example.  
(1 mark x 5 = 5 marks)  

 

a.    Owning a laptop is not a human right. It is a want, as it does not threaten the quality of   

life. (Example) 

b.    It is a right to have accessible, clean water. (Example) 

c.    Everyone has a right to education.  

d.    Having your own room is not a human right.  It is a want, as it does not threaten the 

quality of life. 

e.   Everyone has a right to work and to have shelter.  (The full marks should be allocated if 

students mention one of these rights). 

f.    Having the latest trendy jeans is not a right.  It is a want, as it does not threaten the 

quality of life.  

g.   Everyone has a right to work and to have the freedom of belief.  (The full marks should 

be allocated if students mention one of these rights). 
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Children have various rights. They also have responsibilities. Match the rights with the 

responsibilities. The first one has been done for you.                        (1 mark x 6 = 6 marks) 

 

A The right to a clean environment. C The obligation to learn as much as they 

can and share their knowledge with 

others. 

B The right to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion. 

E The responsibility not to bully or harm 

each other.  

C The right to an education. F The obligation to allow others to play and 

relax. 

D The right to a full life. B The obligation to respect others’ thoughts 

and religious principles. 

E The right to be protected from 

harm, conflict, cruelty, 

exploitation and neglect. 

G The obligation to respect others’ customs 

and language. 

F The right to relax and play, and to 

join in a wide range of activities. 

A The responsibility to do all they can to 

look after the environment.  

G The right to learn and use the 

language and customs of their 

families, irrespective of whether 

these are shared by the majority of 

people in the country or not. 

D The obligation to help the needy, the 

disadvantaged and those suffering from 

discrimination. 

 

4. Read the following passage and answer the questions below.              (16 marks) 

 

 

 

 

a. Mention three duties and responsibilities that a dog owner has towards his/her dog.                  

              

                     

 As a dog owner, one must take care of the animal's daily needs.       (1 mark) 

 Being responsible for a dog also means taking care of the dog so that it stays healthy. 

              (1 mark) 

 The owner must take responsibility for the safety of the dog (½ mark) and the safety 

of the people it comes into contact with. (½ mark) 

 

b. Write down three types of needs that dogs have.                                (1 mark x 3 = 3 marks)  

                                                                                                                                                    

 The dog must be fed every day. 

 The dog must be exercised every day. 

 The need for good health  

 The need for a safe environment  

(Allocate one mark for each - the student must mention at least three of the above). 
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c. What does it mean for a dog to be dependent on its owner?                                            (3 marks) 

                                                                  

 A dog is dependent on its owner because it cannot cater for its own needs, e.g. it cannot hunt 

for its own food, it cannot keep itself safe and healthy.   

 (Accept other valid answers.  A full answer, as the one given here, carries 3 marks) 

 

d. John keeps his dog chained in the yard all day. Mark puts a leash on his dog when he takes it 

out for a walk.  Who is the responsible owner:  John or Mark? Give two reasons to explain 

why.                                             

                                                              

 Mark is the responsible owner.         (1 mark) 

 The two reasons are:    (i)   he is keeping the dog safe                                  (1 mark)  

                                                          (ii)  he is  also ensuring the safety of the public        (1mark)  

                    

(Accept other valid reasons). 

 

e.  Briefly explain the meaning for the following words:                              (2 marks x 2 = 4 marks) 

 

i) Empathy – putting yourself in other people’s shoes  

(Accept answers that show the idea of understanding and empathising with others). 

 

ii) Neglect – not taking proper care of your pet  

(Accept answers that show the idea of abandonment). 
 

 

5. Write about 100 words on the following:                                                                      (8 marks) 

Are animals our property? Can we treat them as things to use and do whatever we please with 

them?  

 

 Criteria Marks 

Knowledge The student shows recollection of animal rights. 1 

Comprehension The student shows understanding of the issues relating to 

animal rights. 

2 

Application The student can apply his or her knowledge and 

understanding to discuss the questions.  

2 

Analysis The student can identify moral arguments in favour of 

animal rights. 

3 

 


