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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

Annual Examinations for Primary Schools 2015 

 

YEAR 4                                             ENGLISH                     MARKING SCHEME                                                   

(Listening Comprehension) 

 

In questions 1 to 12, if more than one option is ticked, the answer is to be marked as incorrect. 

 

1. c) Ruby’s friend 1 mark 

2. b) home 1 mark 

3. d) in the evening 1 mark 

4. d) near the street light 1 mark 

5. a) She wanted to look closely at the poster. 1 mark 

6. b) tiny, white and ginger 1 mark 

7. d) It was very cold. 1 mark 

8. b) to find out if Jack was safe 1 mark 

9. c) his mobile phone 1 mark 

10.  d) three years ago 1 mark 

11.  a) Leo’s answer 1 mark 

12.  d) The owners knew where the dog was.  1 mark 

13. a) False ½ mark 

13. b) True ½ mark 

13. c) True ½ mark 

13. d) False ½ mark 

13. e) True ½ mark 

13. f) False ½ mark 

13. g) False ½ mark 

13. h) False ½ mark 

13. i) True ½ mark 

13. j) False ½ mark 

14. a) car 1 mark 

14. b) like 1 mark 

14. c) danger 1 mark 

No marks are to be deducted for spelling errors in 14 a, 14 b and 14 c. 
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

Annual Examinations for Primary Schools - 2015 

 

Year 4 ENGLISH MARKING SCHEME 

(Reading Comprehension, Language, and Writing) 

 

A. Reading Comprehension                                                                                              (20 marks) 
 

1. Tick () to show the correct answer.                                                            (2  1 mark = 2 marks) 
 

i) a) inside a rock a)  

   
ii) c) the people c)  

 

2. Tick () to show whether each sentence is True or False.                          (8  ½ mark = 4 marks)    
                                                                           

 

 

 

 

3. Answer the following questions.                                                                                   
 

Award marks for comprehension. 

No marks are to be deducted for punctuation, spelling and tense mistakes in questions a to h. 

Deduct ½ mark for every incomplete answer and incorrect syntax. (Not more than ½ mark 

per sentence is to be deducted.) 
 

 
 

a)  Reward answers with the following content. 

 

 (They did so because) they were afraid something bad might happen to them (if they upset  

 the Frid). 

   

 OR (They did so because) a long time ago a dog made the Frid angry and something bad  

 happened to it.                                                                                                                             (2 marks)                                                                 
 

b)   She had very long hair (on her back).                                                                             (1 mark) 

 

c)  She spoke loudly / in a loud voice. 
     
 OR She was rude.                                                                                                                     (2 marks) 

 

d)  He advised her to be quiet (when they went past the Frid rock).                                  (2 marks)                                                            
                                                                                                                              

 TRUE FALSE 

a)   

b)   

c)   

d)   

e)   

f)   

g)   

h)   
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e)  Reward answers with the following content.  
 

 She drank the (Frid’s) milk.                                                                                              (2 marks)    
 

f)  Do not deduct marks if the answer is written in one sentence.  

 Reward answers with the following content.                                                                   
 

i) It had an eye.  / An eye appeared on the face of the rock. 

ii) It had a mouth.   / The rock split to form a mouth.                                                          (2 marks) 

 

g)   Reward answers with the following content.  

   She was lifted and sucked into the hole.                                                                        (1 mark) 

 

h)   Reward answers with the following content.   
 

  She had upset the monster.    

  OR She drank  the monster’s / Frid’s milk (and / or she ate its crumbs).                 (2 marks) 

  

 

                             

B. Language                                                                                                                        (10 marks) 
 

B. 1. Any spelling mistake forfeits the mark.                                                                          (5 x 1 mark = 5 marks)                                                        
 

 

  safe, open, wise, hairless, nice 

 

B. 2. Deduct 1 mark overall for any spelling or grammatical mistakes.  

   Deduct ½ mark overall for any punctuation mistake or omission. (Not more than  

  ½ mark per sentence is to be deducted.)                                                                   (5 marks) 

 

1. I want to buy a paint brush and (I want to buy) some watercolours. 

2. Aunt Faye needs a car wash cloth but there aren’t any on the shelf. 

3. Your watch has stopped working so you can ask the sales assistant for a battery. 

4. We can go to the restaurant at the corner or (we can) buy a snack from a food kiosk. 

5. We have to go home after lunch because aunt Faye is taking us to the cinema. 

 

 

C. Writing                                                                                                                           (30 marks) 
 

C. 1.  Deduct ½ mark overall for any spelling mistakes.   

 Deduct 1 mark overall for any punctuation mistakes or omissions. 

  Award marks for suitable* and grammatically correct sentences.                       (6 marks) 

   

Example:   

2. Put the fruit and the milk in the blender. 

3. Add the sugar. / Add  a / one  teaspoon of sugar. 

4. Blend the ingredients for 1 minute and serve. 

   

C. 2. Deduct ½ mark for every sentence if words are spelt incorrectly and / or for any  

  punctuation mistakes. (Not more than 1 mark per description is to be deducted.)  

 Award marks for suitable* and grammatically correct sentences. 

    

* The writing has to be relevant to the purpose indicated in the instructions.                                                                    

(4 marks)   
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 C. 3. Composition                                                                                                               (20 marks) 
 

In not less than 90 words write ten sentences or a paragraph on ONE of the following: 
 

1.  Picture Composition: Fun at the Beach 

Look at the pictures carefully. The pictures show children having fun at the beach. Write 

about what you see and do at the beach. 
 

2.   Write about Dragons.   

 Use the given information.  
 

3.  Write a letter to your grandparents to thank them for the present they gave you on your  

 birthday and to tell them why you like it. 

   
 

4.   Write a story about The Talking Tree and Its Secret.  

 You were walking along a path in the countryside when a tree spoke to you and told you its  

 secret. Write the story. 
     

The mark is to be an impression mark to check the student’s ability to write correct sentence 

structures and a choice and range of vocabulary. The writing should have correct spelling, 

punctuation and an orderly presentation. 
 

V
E

R
Y

 

G
O

O
D

 

 

Planning is detailed and relevant. The writing shows the development of the theme. Detail and sequence 

are managed well. Ideas are organised appropriately and used effectively. The writing presents 

confident sentence structures, choice and range of vocabulary, style and skill in communicating. 

Accurate writing places the creative writing high up on the band. 
 

S
A

T
IS

F
A

C
T

O
R

Y
  

Planning has some details and most of the details are relevant. The writing shows competence in the use 

of language to communicate. The writing is coherent with ideas or events logically related. The 

approach used might not be that exciting or original. Most sentences are correctly demarcated showing 

an understanding of sentence structures and fairly valid punctuation usage. There are mistakes, perhaps 

occasional gross ones, but not so many as to affect comprehension, or create incoherence. 
 

P
O

O
R

 

 

Planning has very few details and most of the details are irrelevant. The writing shows some awareness 

of the basic knowledge of creative writing, but it contains parts that show a significant inability to 

communicate immediately with the reader. Capital letters and full stops sometimes demarcate the ideas 

and sentences, but there are too many mistakes in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation and idiom, 

making communication nearly or almost impossible. 
 

While correcting follow the following procedure: 

(i) On a rough sheet list strengths and weaknesses along these lines: 
 

Strengths Weaknesses 

presentation / logical sequence 

sentence structure 

punctuation, spelling 

some obscurity 
 

(ii) In the light of your assessment of work as a whole, and taking into account: 
 

a) content, b) expression, c) accuracy, 
 

place the writing in one of the three main bands on the grid below; then using your rough strengths / 

weaknesses list, place the writing in the appropriate sub-band on the band chosen. 
 

This should give a fairly standardised mark for the compositions. 
 

VERY GOOD Competent 20 19 18 17 16 

SATISFACTORY Pass 15 14 13 12 11 

POOR 
Weak 10 9 8 7 6 

Very weak 5 4 3 2 1 
 

Writing which is “Out of point” or “Obviously memorised” should be penalised by starting at 9 

marks respectively. Assessment is then at the marker’s discretion. 
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