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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2019 

 

Year 11 ART TIME: Extended   
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS 
 

1. The examination will consist of three sections.  

 Section A: Work from Observation  (80 marks)  
 Section B: Imaginative Picture Making  (80 marks) 

 Section C: Presentation of a Portfolio of Work  (40 marks) 

 

2. Read the questions carefully and consider which of them will be suitable for your 
competence and interest. 

 

3. You are expected to show that your work goes through the process of 
Investigation, Documentation, Experimentation and Realization.  

 

4. Preliminary studies are required to answer both SECTION A and SECTION B. 
Therefore, Preliminary studies are to be handed in with your final work.  Failure 

to do so will cause you to lose marks. 

 

5. Two questions are to be attempted, one question from SECTION A and one from 
SECTION B. 

 

6. The questions in SECTION B may be interpreted in any one of the following 
forms: 

• Painting in colour 

• Print Making 

• Textiles 
• Collage 

• Three – Dimensional work 

 
7. Any reference material from primary or secondary sources may be used, but 

mere copying is unacceptable. 

 
8. Write the following information clearly at the back of your work: 

a) Name and Surname 

b) School and Class 

c) Section (A or B) and question number. 
 

The Art examination is to be conducted during the Art lesson, in the period 

from the 7th January to the 1st February 2019. 
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SECTION A: Drawing or Painting from Observation 
 

A selection of five objects from the following list is arranged before you. 
 

Picture Frame Chain Orange 

Ball Mallet  Cap 
Boots Light Bulb Bucket 

Paintbrush Vase Jacket 

Gift-box Glass Bottle Tree Trunk 
 

Study the group of objects placed before you. Make use of preliminary studies to 

show the organisation of light and shadow, forms, colour and textures. Produce a 
painting or drawing of the group. 

 
 

SECTION B: Composition from a Theme 
 

Consider the following starting points: 

 
1. Vincent Van Gogh, one of the most popular worldwide painters, considered ‘The 

Potato Eaters’ (fig. 1) as one of the best things he ever accomplished. In it the artist 

wanted to depict the gloomy life of the common folk and the honest way they earned 
their food. Taking inspiration from Van Gogh’s painting, make a painting entitled 

‘The Simple Life’. 

 

2. Claude Monet’s painting, ‘Impressionism, Sunrise’, (fig.2) led to what would later 
be called Impressionism. In it Monet depicts a misty atmosphere of the marina at 

Le Havre. The emphasis is on the depiction of light and how it is reflected on the 

sea. Also important is the inclusion of movement which is achieved with free yet 
visible brush strokes. Keeping in mind the artist’s subject matter, develop and 

finalise a work of art entitled ‘Sunrise, My Impression’. 

 

3. Charles Brochdorff executed several paintings of the landscape of Malta and Gozo. 
These paintings give us a look at how the islands were in the 1820’s. He painted 

what he saw, in water colour. For example in Xagħra he saw the archaeological dig 

of the Xagħra Circle (fig.3). Create an artwork capturing the environment you see 

around you today. 

4. The surrealist artist Rene Magritte has often superimposed landscape images on 
human figures in his paintings. Fig.4 shows one of his symbolic artworks where a 

contrast between the two figures can be immediately seen and felt. It seems like 

the figure in the foreground creates a feeling of freedom, with the extreme long 

view of the beach setting which gives an illusion of a lot of space in the figure. 
Meanwhile, the figure in the background seems to transmit a feeling of being 

trapped, with a much more cramped view of the leaves/ bush, with the dark green 

colour. With reference to these feelings, develop an artwork entitled ‘The Illusion 

of Freedom’. 

5. Technology, be it the driver-less cars, robots, artificial intelligence (AI) or the 
omnipresent smartphone, is increasingly impacting every sphere of our life. Does 

technology show progress? Is it leading to a healthy human evolution? Research 

and sketch various technology devices. Observe how you and those around you are 

being affected by the impact of such technology devices on a daily basis. Develop 
an artwork entitled ‘The Impact of Technology’. 
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• STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO CHOOSE ONE THEME AND DEVELOP IT INTO A 

FINAL WORK. 
 

• THE STUDENTS’ WORK IS EXPECTED TO BE THE RESULT OF THE 

CREATIVE PROCESS. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Fig. 1 – The Potato Eaters – Vincent Van Gogh  

Fig. 2 – Impressionism, Sunrise – Claude Monet 
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Fig. 4 – La Belle Societe – Rene Magritte 

Fig. 3 – Xagħra Stone Circle – Charles Brochdorff  


