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Mi ni ster

s Message

Learning occurs incessantly throughout our lifelong journey in different
contexts andhrough a myriad of encounterE v al uati ng oneds
similarly a natural process that unfolds within and amongst us.
Nevertheless, when approaching educatiora istructured way, as in
formal education, assessment of and for learning acquiraesl@ded level

of importance. Assessment is first and foremost intended to better
inform the learner, parent and educator on the accomplishments of the
same learnegiving gudance for further developmentt eventually also

aids receiving educational institutions and prospectively employsys,
providing a reliable gauge to better interpret theompetences,
knowledge skills and dispositionachieved by an individual

The Er of Primary Benchmark is maturing and gradually evolving. The
discussions with stakeholders on theéoption of the Learning Outcomes
Framework as set within the National Curriculum Framework (2012), is inevitably raising justified
considerations on thauorent predominant mode of assessment, driven by the local modedtafal
assessmentThe concept of authentic assessment, whereby greater emphasis is placed on meaningf
relevant and worthwhile experiences also during assessment, is becoming ceeesigmificant.
Whilst upholding the required validity and reliability of national assessment, the universally lauded
principle of equity is to be valued and manifesteatethrough practice.

Lessons learnt through local and international practice, pains and gains derived from specific
strategies and models of assessmentnedld to help us approacthis aspect of education which

i mpacts heavily on teachi ng anldhank ellaeducatansgand a i
educational leaderst ahe various levels, who relentlessly engagethis ongoing developmental
process. It is thereforemy intentionand pleasurdo continue supporting the various stakeholders
collectively pursue the development and improvement of our national assessthentaiousycles,
including but not limited to the End of Primary Benchmark.

Hon. Evarist Bartolo
Minister for Education and Employment
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Foreword

Assessment t hroughout a ¢ hHo d lkthes
understanding of studentso6 achi
families and educators in fulfi
Primary Benchmark is a national benchmark which, through diffe
modes of assessmeig,challenging the high stakes culture which prevai
in our schools and resulting in the exploration of different forms
pedagogy in the classroom.

In the assessment of Maltese and English, students have the opportu
express themselves orallyrtlugh the Speaking tasks and the context
real life situations of the Listening tasks. This is codpieth written
communication which is required in both the Reading Comprehension ariu
Writing tasks. In the case of Mathematics, the written assesssnemtplemented by a standardised
oral mental test. Students are provided with the results of every single component of the Benchmar
something which they, their families, and schools appreciate in as much as it provides a much mo
detailed overview of@c h chi |l dés achi evement s. This appr
ensuring a fairand reliableassessment, which is also backed up by our constant efforts to provide
students who need access arrangements the support they need without impagtgogrtaed validity

of the exercise. This is an area on which we will continue to focus, building on our evolving experienc
and the growing body of international research on the subject.

The Benchmark assessments, of course, also exist to give stadédntheir schools the opportunity to
identify areas that need greater focus or additional support. The performance reports written by tf
different subject panels and included in this report, in particular, provide a resource which all
stakeholders shtdi make use of. The Department of Curriculum Managemhin the Directorate

for Quality and Standards in Education (DQS&¥s0 provides numerous online resources at
www.curriculum.gov.mt

In a world driven bychange and innovation, schooling can no longer be simply about academic
subjects. Twenty first Century citizens need the skills to be able to adapt and succeed in an ev
changing world. Our education system is increasingly geared towards giving ouerchiidse skills

and empowering them to face their future with confidence and optimism, while at the same time
understanding that in the modern world education is a journey that never ends.

This report is being circulated simultaneously with an importarrictar project which is currently
taking place.The National Curriculum Framework (2012) had proposed a Learning Outcomes
Framework as the keystone for learning and assessment throughout the years of compulso
schooling. It haddentified eight Learning\reas and six CrosSurricular Themes which provide the
basis for the formulation of Learning and Assessment programmes for all the stages of compulsol
education.The aim of the Learning Outcomes Framework is to free schools and learners from
centrallyimposed knowledgeentric syllabi, and to give them the freedom to develop
programmes that fulfil the framework of knowledge, attitudes and skdked outcomes that

are considered national education entitlement of all learners in Malta.


http://www.curriculum.gov.mt/
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Finally, | must hank all those involved in the End of Primary Benchmark. DQ&E, theDirectorate

for Educational Services (DES)he Faculty of Education (University of Malta), Church Schools,
Independent Schools and the staff at the Educational Assessment Unitpreddaiogether to make
Benchmark a learning experience for all. My sincere thanks also go to the Education Officers, Heac
of Primary Schools and to all the teachers who help in the administration of this assessment and to t
primary school teachers aonther professionals who work hard to give our primary students the quality
education they surely deserve.

lan Mifsud
Director General — Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education
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Executive Summary

This summarygives an overview of:

)] the administration of thEnd of Primary Benchmark015;
1)) the registration of the main and second sessions;
i) the results data of the main and second sessions.

Administration Information

In the End of Primary BenchmarR015, there weredl schools that participated in the mai
session. These included af? 6tate Primary School&2 (out of ) Church Schools and (out
of 12) Independent Schools.

The main sessionwhich comprisesthe Listening, ReadingComprehensionand Writing
components of Maltese and English, and the tslesnd Written components of Mathematics
washeld between th@8" May and2™ June 20%. The Speaking compens of Maltese and
English were held on the26™ and 27" May 2015 respectively On the 28 May, the Maltese
Writing and Reading components neéheld, whilst the same comporefdr English were held

on the29" May. The English and Maltese Listenit@pmprehensioromponentsvere both

held on thel® June2015 whilst the two components of Mathematics (Mental and Written) were
held on the %' June 2015All participants sat for this session in their respective schools.

A second session was held during the week statfifigiune 20%. All candidates who were
absent from one or more of the components during the main session were eligiblertthsst f
second session. This session was also open to childrenHediotiState Schools that did not
participate in the main session of the Benchmarks2®1l components in the second session
were held in the afternoon at the Floriana Primary Schodllaita and at the Examination
Centre in Gozo.

Registrations

The total number of participants in both thain and second sessions wé&2%(1892females
and 1733 males). Thigepresent®2.8% of the national Year 6 student cohort eligible for the
End of Primary Benchmark 281

The number of participants in the second session of the Benchmark varied for the different
components. This was due to the fact that there were candidatesawbaoly for those
componens in which they were absent durirthe main session and others what for all
components as theiclsool (non-state)did not participate in the main session.

In 2015, there wer&19 candidates who applied for exemptions and access arrangements. After
processing the application80 children were exempted from all components of the three
subjects and87 were givernone or moreiccess arrangemertsring these assessments
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iii) Results

A Scores for Maltese ranged frobrto 98, with a median mark of4 (Mearr69.1, S.D.=1.7).
Compaative performance data of female and male candidates showed that the middle 50%
(from the 25th to the 75th percentile) of girls perforrbetter than the middle 50% of boiys
Maltese.Scores ranged fro®d to 8 for girls and fromb8to 80 for boys.

A For English, scores ranged frofto 98, with a median mark of1, (Mean=%$7.3, S.D.=5.3).
Comparative performance data of the middle 50% of candidates (from the 25th to the 75th
percentile) showed that girls performed slightly better in Englishltbga.Scores ranged from
62 to 80 for girls and fromb5to 78 for boys.

A In Mathematics, scores ranged fromto 100 with a median mark of2 (Mean=65.9,
S.D.=21.8). The range of marks for girls and boys was clegh the boys performing slightly
better In themiddle 50% of candidates (from the 25th to the 75th percentile), marks ranged
from 50 to & for girls and from46to 87 for boys.

A Detailed performance reports are included in this report. These indicate that:

- In the Speaking component, the candidatbtaioed high marks in both Maltese and
English. The median mark wag but of a maximum of 20 (Mean6X4, S.D.=3.2) in
Maltese and 17 out of 20 (Mear:0, S.D.=35) in English.

- In the Listening componernih Maltese and English, the candidatdgaired high marks
The median mark for Maltese wa6 dut of a maximum of 20 (Mean5T, S.D.=3.3) and
the mediammark for Englishwas B out of a maximum of 20 (Mean#18, S.D.=3.5).

- In the Reading Comprehensioncomponent candidatesdid better in English than in
Maltese This wasreflected in the scores obtainethere the median mark for Maltese was
21 out of a maximum of 3@Mean=19.9 S.D.=5.6) and for English itwas 23 out of a
maximum of 30 Mean 22.3 S.D.5.3).

- In the Writing componentthe candidatds per f or mance watBanitbet t e
English. Infact, in the writing componentfor Maltese, themedian markwas 19 out of a
maximum of 3QMean=8.3, S.D=5.4), whilst in English the median mark was dut of a
maximum of 3QMean=15.3 S.D.=4.9).

- In the Mental Mathematics paper, the median mark wasut of a maximum of 20
(Mean=4.1, S.D.55.6), whereas in the Mathematics Written paper, the median mark was
56 out of a maximum of 80 (MeaBs2.1, S.D.=D.6).

A This report prowdes a section on Item Analysis and further statistical information vibgether
give a more detailed picture ofetlperformance of the candidates.
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Introduction

This report provides a detailed account of the End ah&wy Benchmark that was lein June
2015. It starts by givinginformation about tB way this process was conductaad provides
statisticson registrations for thievo sessionghat took place in 2@l includingdataon applications

for exemptions and access arrangements. Thigsas followed by the performance reports of the
three subjects that formed part of the Benchmark irb2bileach of the performance reports for
Mal tese, English and Mathematics, details are
componets. These reportshighlight strengths and weaknesses identified in the different
componentsand providesuggestions for potential improvement in certain areas. The report
concludes with a technical section where the resfitan item analysis for each gabt are
presentedTogether with this report, the Cidcludesall the resources used oth sessions dhe

End of Primary Benchmark 281

Introduction
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1.

I nformation on the End of Primary Benchmark 2015

A In October 2014, the Diretor Generalof the Directorate for Quality and Standards in
Education( DQSE) set wup three paper settersodo pan
Each panel was made up of subjexpertsfrom the following: the rectorates of Education
the Faculy of Education of the University of Malta, Church Schools and Independent Schools.
Each of the pap egaguesed totdraw up dwo pets ofgapsrs, miosthe
first (main) sessiorheld in late May, beginning odune 20% and another sdor the second
(afternoon)sessiorheldin mid-June.

A Letter Circular DCM 182/2014, dated17" October 2014, gave details about information
meetings that were to be held for parents on25i2and 29' October2014 and two other
meetings on 8 November2014, one of whickaimedfor parents whose children attend non
state schools. Meetings were haldwo differentprimary stateschool halls ifMalta, whilst in
Gozot he meeting was hel d i n These mdetingssadmedste c o n
explainthe Benchmark to parents, inform them about changes that were to be introduced in the
End of Primary Benchmark as fromatischolastic year, and answer any difficulties or queries
they might have (Appendid). The Powerpoint presentation presented and l¢ladlets
distributed during these sessions, together with information about the new changes and other
Benchmark related material, were wuploaded on the curriculum  website
(www.curriculum.gov.mx

A On the 13 November 2014, three letter circuldBCM 211, 212 & 213 were issued by the
Department of Curriculum Management (DCM)inform Heads of School on the procedures
to be followed when registering for exemptions and access arrangdiepéndices 23 ard
4).

A On the14™ November2014, Letter CircularDCM 217/2014was issued by the DCM and sent
to all NonState Schools inviting Heads of School to register their school for the main session
of the End of Primary Benchmark (Appendix

A A Call for Applications (Letter Circular DCM 3/2015) was issuedn January 201%y the
DCM for teachers who wished to act as markers in the End of Primary BencR@ksk
(Appendix6). Applicant markers weréo apply online bynoon6™ February 2015.

A Letter CircularDCM 24/2015 was sent to all State and N&tate Schoolsn the22™ January
2015, informing them of the timetable and guidelines to be followed during the End of
Primary Benchmark 2L (Appendix 7). The changes that were being introdudetbre
details on pag8) were also highlighted in this Letter Circular.

A Letter Circular DCM42/2015 (Appendix 8)informed Heads of Schools aboutihing
sessionshatwereto beheld The training was specificalfpr the Speaking Component in the
End of Primary Benchmar&ndintended fomewly qualified teachers and teachers who were
teaching Year 6 but who had not taught Year 6 classes in the past four yBats
Complementary teachers and/or Assistant Headi® may have beerrequired to act as
interlocutors or assessorsrfohe Speaking Component for the 2015 End of Primary
Benchmarkwerealso encouraged to atteritaining was held on Friday $March 2015.

Information on the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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A All candidates safor the End of Primary Benchmarik their own school. The 91 Benchmark
centresveredistribued as follows

Centres in State Primary Schools, Malta 51
Centres in State Primary Schools, Gozo 11
Centres in Church Primary Schools, Malta 18
Centres in Church Primary Schools, Gozo 4

Centres in Independent Primary Schools, Malta
Total 91

A Onthe3“ May 205, Letter CirculalDCM116/2015was sent to all Heads of Statad Non
StatePrimary Schools with detailsfahe second sessiavhich was to bdeld duringthe week
starting15™ June 20%. Sessionsvould takeplacein the afternoon betweet:00 and 18:30
attheFloriana Primary Scho@ndatthe Examination Centre in GotAppendix9).

A On the3 July 208, results were sent in electronic format to the n d i cespectve 6
schook. Schoot were instructed to poshese results to altsdents on th@™ July 2015. As
can be seen from tiend of Primary Reporfemplate in Appendi®d0, results were given for
the separate components, together with ghbject total mark and the respective national
median National Performance Data and 8oh Performance Data weralso sent to all
participating schoolsn August2015 (Appendix 11). The Benchmark results ofwndidates
who applied privately for the second sessi@resent directly tac a n d i resadenesbypthe
Educational Assessment Unit

A A total of 37 requests for a review of performance were received by the Educational
Assessment Unit in the five day period indicated in the Letter CiréuGivl 24/2015 dated
22" January2015 (Appendix7).

A A number of scripts were kept for archivingdaresearch purposes indicated in Tablé
below. Therest of thescriptswere senbackto schools by the Educational Assessment Unit.
Blind marking was used during the marking procasd thereforehe returnedscripts were
unmarled

Table 1. End of Primary Benchmark 2015 - Archived Scripts by Subject and Component

Subject and Component Number of Scripts
I-Malti: Il -Fehim misS mi g k 50
[I-Malti: Il -Fehim milkQari 50
II-Malti: Il -Kitba 100
English: Listening Compreheias 50
English: ReadingComprehension 50
English: Writing 100
Mathematics: Mental and Written 100

Information on the End of Primary Benchrk 2015
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2. Registrationsfor the End of Primary Benchmark 2015

This section gives information about the candidates whios#éihe End of PrimaryBenchmarkin
2015. In total, 91 schools participated in 261 62 StatePrimary Schools 22 (out of &) Church
Schools andZ (out of 12) Independent SchoolsTable 2below shows thathe total number of
studentssitting for theEnd of PrimaryBenchmark2015 was 325 (1892females and 733 maley,
amouning to 92.8% of the whole cohor{3906 of children inYear 6.

Table 2: Participation in the End of Primary Benchmark 2015

Type of School Female Male Ap-gl?ct:?nts Tgtoa:)lﬁg%i)brie Zf)?)clﬁ:rgr?gse
State 1048 1124 2172 2172 100 %
Church 613 472 1085 1271 85.4%
Independent 229 129 358 463 77.3%
eiegondtees | 2 | 8 | - -
Total 1892 1733 3625 3906 928 %

Table 3belowprovides informatioron the nunberof candidates who s#&br the secondsession of

the End of Primary Benchmarturing week startind5" June 20%. All candidateswho were
absent for one or more of the components during the first sessiorg#née to sitfor this second
session The secondsession waslso open to children from the N@&tate $hoolswhich did not
participate in themain ®ssionof the 2015 Benchmark.The numberof applicdions of Private
candidateseceived fromNon-State Schoolstotalled 10. All the componerd of the second session
were held in the afternoat the Floriana Primary School in Malta and at the Examination Centre in
Gozo.

Table 3: Participation in the End of Primary Benchmark 2015 - The Second Session

Number of students who sat for the Second Seism
Component (Number of Eligible Candidateg
State Schools | Non-State Schools| Private Candidates Total

Il -Malti

t-Takdi 4 (16) 0 (50) 10 (10) 14 (76)

Is-sSmi gk 16 (27) 3(51) 10 (10) 29 (88)

[I-Qari 12 (25 9 (67) 10 (10) 31(102

II-Kitba 12 (25) 9 (64) 10 (10) 31 (99)
English

Speaking 4 (18) 0(42 10 (10) 14 (70

Listening 14 (27) 6 (42 10 (10) 30 (79)

Reading 15 (28) 7 (50) 10 (10) 32 (88)

Writing 15 (27) 7(49) 10 (10) 32 (86)
Mathematics

Mental 10 (21) 5 (43) 10 (10) 25 (74)

Written 9 (20) 5 (44) 10 (10) 24 (74)

Registrations for the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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Exemptionsand Access Arrangements

There were819 applicationsfor exemptions and access arrangements irb,28119.6% increase
over 2014 After processingall applications 80 children were exempted from all components of
the three subjects ad@7 were given access arigaments.A total of 66 students were not eligible
for the access arrangeméney applied forandone student was denied exemption requested

Exemptions

There were two types of exemptions:

A Children of returned migrants and expatriatesewgiven the opportunity to apply for an
exemption in English and/or Mase if they were not studyirthe subject during the last two
years of Primary school in Malta or Gozo.

A Children who were following an alternative learning pesgme and/or were furiohing at or
below Year 3 Primary Level or children with a severe dibgbwere given the possibility to
request an exemption from all or particular components ahtlee subjects (Maltese, English
andMathematics).

Table 4givesa breakdown othe exemptions granted in the different componeiitshould be
noted that the number sfudents exemptesbmeimes supersede¢le number of application3his
occured becausespecialists assessisfudentddentified $mestudentsvho neededn exemption
which theyhadnot appied for.

Table 4: Exemptions. End of Primary Benchmark 2015

Children with Alternative
Children of Returned Migrants L earning Programmesand/or
Component and Expatriates functio_ning at or belovv_Ygar 3or
(Number ofApplications received (NumV\Q:ahr gfeA\gep:IEi}c[abﬁiggItrlgieive)j
Il -Malti
It-T a k d i 100 (101) 91(87)
Is-Smi g K 100 (101) 110 (107)
II-Qari 103 (104 150(149)
II-Kitba 103 (104) 163 (164)
English
Speaking 16 (16) 91(88)
Listening 16 (16) 111 (110)
Reading 16 (16) 148 (146)
Writing 17 (17) 154 (155)
Mathematics
Mental 4 (4) 133 (132)
Written 5 (5) 147 (146)

Registrations for the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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Table 5 below presents detaslsthe number otandidates who wemxemped absenbr presenin
the different componentsr the three subjects in th@15 sessions

Table 5: Participation in the End of Primary Benchmark 2015 by Component (N=3%25*

Component Exempted Absent Present
Candidates Candidates | Candidates

1 -Malti

t-Takdit 191 62 3372

Is-sSmi gk 210 59 3356

II-Qari 253 71 3301

II-Kitba 166 68 3391
English

Speaking 114 56 3455

Listening 127 59 3439

Reading 164 56 3405

Writing 171 54 3400
Mathematics

Mental 137 49 3439

Written 152 50 3423

* N represents the total number of students registered for tieB2dichmark.
Access Arrangements

Students with learning difficulties could request multiplication tables and/or a reader for
Mathematics. Visually impairechddren could request an enlarged print of the Benchmark papers
while the hearing impaired could request a communicator.

As in the previous two yearsReading Assistancein the Maltese and English Readi
Comprehensionhas been offered for the End of mary Benchmark During the Reading
Comprehension, the tasks/texts and the related questiere read twice electronically, with a
slightly slower reading speed than nornidiis yearthereading speedaskept the same for both
readings, as the much slemwsecond readin@sed in 204) was found to be tedious and tiring for

the studentsWhilst being read, the text was highlighted and projected on an interactive whiteboard
or on a laptop. Pauses during the reading allowed students to complete theis afb&estudents

were also given a script which they could access any fimase students who needed the Reading
Assistance hdan additional 30 minutes to complete the component.

Another access arrangemeailable was thé&cribe After the studentgompleted their writing

tasks in the Maltese and English Writing compogethie scribe transcribed illegible words using a
green pen. The scribe wrote words which would otherwise not be legible in order to assist markers
in accessinghework of the stuent.

Registrations for the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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Table 6 provides information about the number of students who were apeess arrggementsn

2015. It should be noted that the number stidentsgiven a particular access arrangement
sometimesexceeds the number of applications. This occimscauseduring the s peci al i s
assessmentsomestudents aréentified as beingntitled to aditional access arrangemerdther

than thoseheyapplied for.

Table 6: Access Arrangements for Children with Learning Difficulties

Provision " (Number of Applications recoived)

Reader (foMathematics) 362 (495)
Multiplication Tables (for Mathematics) 359(416)
Enlarged Print 3(7)

Communicator 4 (4)

Reading Assistancd {Malti: Il -Fehim mil-Qari) 224(479)
Reading Assistance (EnglisReadingComprehension 367(492)
Scribe (I-Malti: Il -Kitba) 84 (177)
Scribe (EnglishWriting) 83(176)

During the2015 End of PrimaryBenchmarkfour students were given amanuensis provisions due
to fracturesto the dominant hand

Changeslntroduced in the End of Primary Benchmark 2015 Sessio

In order to make thEnd of Primary Benchmark 26lassessment papers more studaandly, and
keeping in mind students with special learning needs, shiareges wermtroduced

1 Inthe Mathematics Mental paper Warmer was introduced. This extrzegtion at the beginning
of the test was not awarded markswas aimed abelpng studentsof ocus on t he s
voice and familiarise themselves with the test. Additional tiraealtocated for this question.

1 In the Mathematics Written Paper, worg space s introduced in questions that require
working.

1 In the Speaking Component, in both Maltese and English, the number of tests clhastgad
of the usual 15 sets, ther@reight for the first session and two new sets for the second session.
This meanthat when therevere more than 16 students in a class, the same tasksgd with
two pairs of students. The two pairs should immediately follow one another.

1 In the Speaking Component, in both Maltese and English, there ssme additionakub
themes for the interview part. These incldd&hopping, School Outings, House and Home
Environment, Health and Body Care, and People Who Help Us.

9 The procedure used in the electronic Reading Assistance in the Maltese and English Reading
Comprehensio papersvasslightly different from last year. The textereread twice at a speed
slightly slower than normal speed. The rest of the procedure rethaichanged.

Registrations for the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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3. National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark2015

This sectiompresentsnformation on the nationgderformancef the candidates who sat fitre End
of PrimaryBenchmarkin 2015. The descriptive statistics presentedudethe median,the mean,
thestandard deviation, percentiles and cumulative frequency curves.

It is important to point out that every school received details of the performance of its candidates
per component in addition to the national performance presented in this s8ettondary schools
receivedthe standardised scores stidentswho sat for the End of ritnary Benchmark 28

These scores would make the banding exercise more pr8taselardised scores are more useful
measures than raw scores, as they enable researchers/ediecateeningfully compareor add
togetherscores from differertests.

The glossary belows intended to assishe readewith theinterprettion ofthe datapresentedn
this section

Median i the middle mark in a list of marks sorted in ascending or descending order. It i
affected by extreme mark values in the list.

Mean 1 another vord for Gaveragé It is calculatedby adding the total of the different marks
in the list and dividindpy thetotal number of candidates.

Standard DeviationT this valueshows how tightly the marks are clustered around the me
(average) in a set of tta When the marks are tightly grouped togethke s$tandard
deviation is small. This means that the candidhte® asimilar academic ability. When the
marks are spread apart, the standard deviation is large, inditteirogndidatediave avery
different academic ability.

Percentilei a n i ndi cati on of a candidateos r €
percentage of group members scoring | ow

National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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Table 7 presents data of the different components dEigeof Primary Benchmark015. Column
M6 i teslthecnamber of candidates who sat for the particular component3n dbils table
gives a snapshof the national performance o&ndidates in th2015 End of Primary Benchmark

Table 7: National Results of the End of Prmary Benchmark 2015

Componen_ts . N Min Max Median | Mean Star)dgrd

(Percentage Weighting) Mark Mark Mark Mark | Deviation
Il -Malti

t-Takdit (209 3372 0 20 17 164 32

Is-Smi gk (20 %)| 3356 2 20 16 15.7 3.3

II-Qari (30%) 3301 1 30 21 29.9 5.6

II-Kitba (30%) 3391 0 30 19 18.3 5.4
Total (100%) 3373 5 98 74 69.1 16.7
English

Speaking (20%) 3455 1 20 17 16.0 35

Listening (20%) 3439 3 20 15 14.8 3.5

Reading (30%) 3405 4 30 23 22.3 5.3

Writing (30%) 3400 1 29 16 15.3 4.9
Total (100%) 3464 2 98 71 67.3 16.3
Mathematics

Mental (20%) 3439 0 20 16 14.1 5.6

Written (80%) 3423 80 56 52.1 19.6
Total (100%) 3433 1 100 72 65.9 24.8

National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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Table 8provides iformation abouthe distributionof marks in the different componts. It shows
the distribution ofscoresin terms of percentilesFor example Table8 showvs thatthe top 25% of
candidates obtaineal scoreof 81 or higherin Maltese 79 or higherin Englishand87 or higherin
Mathemaics. The median, or 50percentile showsthat50% of the candidates scorediar less in
Maltese,71 or less in English an@2 or less in MathematicsThe bottom25% of the candidates
scored @ or less in Maltese&q9 or less in English, and9 or lessin Mathematics.

Table 8: National Results of the End ofPrimary Benchmark 2015- Percentiles by Component

Components (Percentag&Veightings) Percentiles
5 10 25 50 75 90 95
Il -Malti
t-Takdit (20 %) 10 12 15 17 19 20 20
Is-Smi gk (20 %) 9 1 | 14 | 16 | 18 | 19 | 20
I1-Qari (30%) 9 12 17 21 24 26 27
II-Kitba (30%) 8 11 15 19 22 24 25
Total (100%) 35 46 | 61 | 74 | 81 | 8 | 89
English
Speaking (20%) 9 11 14 17 19 20 20
Listening (20%) 8 10 12 15 18 19 19
Reading (30%) 12 15 | 19 | 23 | 26 | 28 | 29
Writing (30%) 6 9 | 12 | 16 | 19 | 21 | 23
Total (100%) 35 45 59 71 79 85 88
Mathematics
Mental (20%) 3 6 10 16 19 | 20 | 20
Written (80%) 15 22 38 56 68 75 77
Total (100%) 18 28 | 49 | 72 | 87 | 94 | 96

Table 9on page 12provides comparative data on the performance of female and male candidates in
the different componentsFor example, the middle 50¢om the 2% to the 75" percentile)of

girls faredbetter tharthe middle 50% oboys inall the three subjectsScoresin Malteseranged

from 64 to & for girls comparedo 58 to 8 for boys.In English, the middle 50% ofids scored
between62 and 80, whi | st bsoranged from85aa /8. In Mathematics,boys fared
marginallybetter than girls. Scores rangedm 50 to 8 for girls and46to 87 for boys

In Maltese, lhe top 25%of girls scored 8 or higher whilsthe top 25% oboys scored @or higher
In English, thetop 25% of girls score#0 or higherwhilst the top 25% oboys scoed 78 or higher.
In Mathematicshe top 25%of girls scored 8 or higher whilst the top 25% dfoysscoed 87 or
higher.

National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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In Maltese the bottom 25% of girls scorddd or lower whilst the bottom 25% olboys scored8 or
lower. In English the bottom 25% ogirls scored62 or lower wheresthe bottom 25% oboys
scoreds5 or lower. h Mathematicsthe bottom 25% ogjirls scoredb0 or lower whereaghe bottom
25% ofboys scored6 or lower.

Similar comparisons are possible for the different components in the threetsubjec
Table 9: National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark 205 - Percentiles by Gender

Percentiles
5 10 | 25 | 50| 75| 90 | 95
Female 11 | 12 | 15 | 17 | 19 20 | 20

Component Gender

I-Malti: It-Takdit (209

Male 10 | 12 | 15 | 17 | 19 20 | 20
, . . Female | 10 | 11 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20
[I-Malti: Iss<Smi gk ( 20 %)
Male 9 | 11 | 13 | 16 | 18 | 19 | 20
_ _ Ferale | 10 | 13 | 17 | 21 | 24 | 26 | 27
[I-Malti: II-Qari (30%)
Male 8 | 11 | 16 | 20 | 24 | 26 | 27
_ _ Female | 10 | 12 | 16 | 20 | 22 | 25 | 26
[I-Malti: Il -Kitba (30%)
Male 7 9 | 14|18 | 21| 23 | 25

Female | 40 | 51 | 64 | 75 | 82 87 90
Male 31| 42 | 58 | 72 | 80 85 | 88

ll-Malti: Total (100%)

Female | 10 | 12 | 15 | 17 | 19 | 20 | 20

English: Speaking (20%)

Male 8 | 11 |14 | 16 | 18 | 20 | 20
_ _ _ Female | 9 | 10 | 13 | 15 | 18 | 19 | 19
English: Listening (20%)
Male 8 9 | 12 | 15| 18 | 19 | 20
_ ) Female | 13 | 16 | 20 | 24 | 27 | 28 | 29
English: Reading (30%)
Male 11 | 14 | 18 | 23 | 26 | 28 | 29
_ N Female | 8 | 10 | 13 | 16 | 19 | 22 | 23
English: Writing (30%)
Male 6 7 |11 | 15| 18 | 21 | 22

Female | 41 | 49 | 62 | 72 | 80 | 86 | 88
Male 32 | 41 | 55| 68| 78| 84 | 86

English: Total (100%)

Female | 4 6 | 11 |16 | 18 | 20 | 20
Male 3 5 |10 ] 16 |19 | 20 | 20
Female | 16 | 23 | 39 | 56 | 67 | 74 | 76
Male 14 | 21 | 37 | 5% | 69 | 75 | 78
Female | 20 | 30 | 50 | 71 | 86 | 93 | 96
Male 16 | 25 | 46 | 72 | 87 | 94 | 97

Mathematics: Mental (20%)

Mathematics: Written (80%)

Mathematics: Total (100%)

National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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Performance n the End of Primary Benchmak 2015

The figures a the following pages preseatseries otumulative frequency curves which give a
visual represemtion of the performance @fndidates in the different components. These figures
are built on the data presedin Table 8 (page1).

These cumulative frequency graphs provide informatioeacicandidaté s mar k i n comp
the marks obtained by the whole cohort.

The graphs for the diffent componentsf Malteseshowthat candidates obtained their lowest mark
in the writing component. Thisonclusion emerges from tigeaph in Figure 4 Schools therefore,
need to workon improving thec a n d i dvatingeskil®s as recommended inthe Maltese
performanceeport (page?2)..

The graphs for the diffent componentsf English showsimilar results to Maltesayith candidates
obtainingtheir lowest markn the writing component. Thisonclusion emerges frothe graphn
Figure8 Sc hool s need to work on i mproving the can
English peformancereport(page31).

The graphs for the mental and written Mathematics compogskatgthat overall candidates scored
higher marks in the mentdahan in the written componenSchoolsare advised to read the
Mathematicperformanceeport (page9) for more information

National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
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Figures 1 and below can be used to calculate the percentage of candidatesbidioed a
particular scorein the Malteg speaking (Figure)land listening (Figure2) componersg For
example a studentvho obtainedl3 out of 20 marks in the Maltese speaking component falls within
the bottom20% of the student populatidfigure 3. A studentwvho obtainedl5 out of 20 marks in
the Maltese listeningomponentalls approximately within the bottod0% of the same population
(Figure?2).

100% /
90% /
80%
2 /
3 70% /
2 | 0%
¢ /
-% 50% /
E’ 40%
£ /
O 30% /
20% /
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Figure 1: Il -Malti —It-Tahdit
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Figure 2: Il -Malti — Is-Smigh

National Results of the End of Primary Benchmark 2015



End of Primary Benchmark June ZJlReport 15

Figures3 and4 below show the percentage of candidates wlbt@ained a particular score the

Maltesereadingcomprehensior{Figure 3) and writing Figure 4) componerd. For example a

student who obtaine@2 out of 30 marks in the Malteseadingcomprehensiorcomponent falls
approximately within the bottor®0% of the student population, whereas a studentobitained24

out of 30 marks in the writingomponentfalls approximately within théop 10% of the same
population.
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Figure 3: II-Malti — Il -Fehim mill-Qari
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Figure 4: Il -Malti — Il-Kitba
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Figures5 and 6below can be used to calculate the percentage of candidateshbidioed a
particular scorein the English speaking (gure 5) and listening (Figure) Gcomponerg For
example, a student who obtainE2lout of 20 marks in the English speaking component falls within
the bottom 15% of the student populat{@igure 5. A studentvho obtainedl8 out of 20 marks in
the Englsh listeningcomponentfalls approximately within theop 15% of the same population

(Figure 9.
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Figure 6: English — Listening
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Figures7 and 8below show the percentage of candidaté® obtained a particular scome the
English readng comprehensior{Figure 3 and writing (Figure8) componerg For example a
student who obtaine@4 out of 30 marks in the Engliskadingcomprehensiotomponent falls
approximately within theop 40% of the student populati, whereas a student whbtained17 out
of 30 marks in the writingcomponentfalls approximately within theop 30% of the same
population.
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Figure 7: English — Reading Comprehension
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Figure 8: English —Writing
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Figures9 and 10below show the percentage of candidaté® obtained a particular scoire the
Mathematis mental (Figre 9) and written (Figure J@omponents For examplea student who
obtained8 out of 20 marks in the Mathematics mental component falls within the bottom 20% of
the student populath, whereas a student who obtaingéd out of 80 marks in e written
componentalls approximately withirthetop 20% of the same population.
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Figure 9: Mathematics — Mental
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Figure 10: Mathematics — Written
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Figure 11: Il -Malti — Total

Figure 11above shows that approximaté§% of the student cohort obtaine@ fmarks or
morewhilst 10% of the cohort obtainetb marks or less in M&ese Figure 12belowshows
thatapproximately 50% of the students scorddnvarks or lessn English In total, d&out
10% of the student cohort obtainééimarks or less.
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Figure 12: English —Total
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Figure 13: Mathematics — Total

Figure 13above shows thain Mathematicsapproximatelyl0% of the student cohort
obtained27 marks or less whilsapproximately80% of the cohort obtaine88 marks or
more
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4. Performance Reports

This section pesents the performance reports of tiee subjects included in the End of Primary
Benchmark 203. These reports arintended for classroom usethey provide valuable feedback
that informs the teaching and learning proces&es.Maltese and Englisfieedback is given on the
four componentsspeakinglistening,readingcomprehensiomand writing whereas for Mathematics
feedback is given on both the mental and written papers.

Performance Reports
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4.111-Malti
A . Dahl a

L-iskop tatBe n Umar k -astessjaratdl Ov i | upp  dstudektiaftatkikva divele la |
primarju. Biss a k k a -edukatgr kallu: |

ampa real rHistudemtbu f ej n j i nsab |

1. st
2. stampa red&bmunad "f edoukiaknaingsah. nazzjonali t a

L-edukatur -rjii Gulddrtjlun@aakr bti aegck Ijiim ftiineag kku .

B. Har sa ¢ e&ané rark tal-Malfi talg201b |

lt-t abel | a t o-tagsimiet kdlllmakaB e b U m aMaki tak2a15.

It-Tagsimiet II-Marki | Il-Hin
t-Takdi t 20% 10 min.
II-Fehim millQari 30% 50 min.
II-Fehim misS mi ¢ 20% 30 min.
II-Kitba 30% 60 min.
B kol | ox 100% 150 min.

lt-tagsimiet kollhataBe n Umar k i nkadmu mi nn bor disignMélt. e duk a

l-bor d k-kadiégdawnilpr i nUi pj i

-k i t bi et kollha Ii jidhru jkunu ori & nal.|

Ikun hemm gradazzjoni finistogsijiet. 3

lt-testi kollha, fosthomi#r i t ratti, ma joffendu | il kadd.
C. Kummenti wu anal i zBenctrmK kull komponent t al
Fitt agsi mael nk&epjpalejn kull kompBarmedmaMstttaklr i
L-anal i Ui -edUaarmd tn a-markaturi talkartil tatBe n Uma r-Wf, f i Wj &l i Edu

tal-Malti li kienu inkarigati mili st ess BenUmar k.

L-istruzzjonijiethuma mahsudg& adg h a lelmaPrikmaja.l ha t al

Cl.-Tandit

Danikk omponent kien fih erbad taqgsi miet:

1. ItTheJ(mlnqtaablamarkl)Lewwel tagsima kien fiha sett
GkalllgautjentL ma ggmamhmhwgﬂdlrytluwamtm ljingl
jogqogkdu u jkollu I sienho

2. L-Intervista (3 minuti): Itt i eni t agsi ma kien fiha mistoqgs
i studentii k enhidtobsgienli sarmhom.g&eb u i |
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3. Stagsini Inti (3 minuti): Ittielet tagsima kien fiha ritratt, uitudenti ntalbu jsaqsu
mistogsijiet fuqu liltinterlokutur.

kien fiha set
roga mill

4. Stampa Storja(3 minuti): Irr a b aadk kuarl t agsi ma
u l-istudenti kellhom jirrakkuntawil st or j a Fkstanpi. o k
Linter |l okumisit oglk ainl e t-isktipa §ul sessjoni daket 10 tminuti.

Kummenti gen&ahbtitdwar it

Hawnhekk se n k ar s dnteloketjriru bnxai r kkaut nunmein tfil itnakli en  ma

gkalklal I i ema.

1.Xi studenti ma k-humiki-kMie & p a Oiu  jgdippindliezatin e
L-istudenti gk a n d hkama jafu nnumri bil-Malti, kif jistipula ssi | | abu uf f

tal-Malti.

2.Xiv student. i ma Ki nux
I-gkallieﬁsaninsqbinkirsin, g
j kun fihom Agkaliexo, f

paUiunjiwi eGdoail dmigs
nidshtourd einktair r beumi ask
waqt | i jibqggku

Ka
k a
i

3. Xi studentmi sttloagwdy i-pk b li Ipiod men,i B & iios n, g

i karrau-i askoudentilbésitwazzjonijiekelmapot et
Akiekuo.

4. Xi student.i wa q f u-mistegsijeet heee W Dk reixa | Stagpui i
ffisserliFgk al | i eman,i ns dirkirs n, akipkspazjd IHistudent bbeg k t u
i kunu Kkurju0Oi u analitiUi, u dak |i jarav

5. Xi studenti sabu -t akri @ St ampa -iSudenti jkienu fdlibeftf li U1 i
jinterpretaw distejjer kif iridu huma, imma kietmemm minnhom li jew ma kinux jafu
x06se jaqgbdu | gki du-gasirjwesg Ddn rifisser! liHistudentjasa g k u
miss ni n b i kr iimgkatavgakkatnadrh otrma kjrii cme ly k dmplitkawnn u |
u jimxu kemm jistad jkun bbdbsekwenza.

6. Gkad kbir taé studenti uUaw nigllii émMVélt. o k s fbr
L-gkal |l i ema gk an d-Jstidentijkins ded jitkellnu biMeit, jitkellmu
bil-Malti biss. Barra minn hekk-g k al | i enmsani ns abinkirsi n, gkand
mudel | i | i-kiagsiwifigt taik@ii tf itlagkhom j uClaiwn Mad It i u
7. Fllak k ar -biduttatT,a kfdiilt xi studenti poa&e&eew bil
lill -interlokutur u tmarkatur. Letikett jitlob li I-istudent isellem lil min kun hemm

quddi emu, dondeiv dpghbddabaat-i stess jgkodd g
is-sessjoni, fejn-l st udent huwadGmazisitasur mi@jbdaiXi studgrkii d
uUaw es pr elsnsgloinUdGaddedpmitfl 6Thank yod  Gknar dawn

huma forom tajbin t-ék ditt-Makireluwa misterhialin k o | |
j i nt wedpaessjonijiet biMalti.
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C 2 .-Fehimh misS mi g h

ll-komponent tas mi g k kien fih Uewe tagsi miet. Kull t
Li student-si Isttimgtk umisnn di ska kodBpatUtmarlkii nkadm

Kumment i ¢ e n-Eehiam misS diwah i |

1. Tahr i gewdel $ila (Veru, Falz jew Ma Ssemmiejx

Numru tad st udeen mistogslhb didhgr divdawimiat gagkdux at
gkdlrlaUi fesper | enteskulidfisserkif|g & a dldia s n qa-kitrene in X |
Asi kwi t o, -misiodsijat ni UUel f i |

Numru tad studerktaime8b anijsaw qis k-githmima d6kimik k e mn
direttamentkemmim i e s | i bolagkkawr , g kj ai | sls eiskantdfil-bbackmad Uar

Dan ifisserlitgk al | i e msan,i ns abirkirs n, g ki asntduhdoenm tji a ot kafgsk
i-ktieea | meta Jisimgku |il/l X 1 okgakdddu cpad ej
gkarnelssaaaei dirett.i u indirett.i

2. Tahri gEwBelSita(Aqt ad | it mjeaetiabayk tt i t

Numru tad st ude rieldt mistigsjeettul i lea Oignk aillt i et 1 i
issemmew kollhafis i | t a u gk al h gdbduuknmdrkavae wmwi enl n hwoank d a .

Danifisserlitfgk al | i ema gk an d h o-istudenki kemm huma impogaktiiu  ma
jfhmusewitmi st ogsija qabel ma | wiea&bu.

3. Tahr i gTieAiSittaglmlal-voj t boékel ma wakda

Fodatnakirtisée uldent ii pm@analewxzati gk adrtogmafijag qas i
i mma &ew i ppenalizzat:. kul | dar ba | naqsu
A kitbu kliem Ii ma jingkaraf x,

A kienu grammatikament skorretti,
A bil-mod kif kitbu Fkliem biddlu tifsirietu, jew li
A il-kliem likitbumak i e n x | a g-oineetdssestenas f i |

Fit-t 1 eni l'inja numru t aod studweti ba&ki kblul h
Ai-b e nzi | aast(i) mpkarizsemitata eeenzi j a, -sue nfmiie)g kwelria Ral
Manwel ma kinux jai min hila &ee nt a .

Fil-kames linja kafna studenti kitbu ferbgka
@ewx ippenali zzgkal,|l i mmdangkkdndhoim-tpggkif su
tarr egol a tad meta gkandhagkamkut@éér fiad bhka
L-i student i [ i kitbu A40, &kew i ppenalizzat.i
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4. Tahr i ¢TieBiSitagAqt a6 | itrwjeaetabayk tt i t

Kaf na st ud etialdt mistdgdija fejp #wida tal ok al kel |-familjat i | t a
Za mmt fi Franza stess. kKgwitlantatl onkianl n  kdeal wnh aw
maktfamiljal-aj ruport tad Malt a.

Di ver si student. i -rcalbradojameﬂbanll jsa wqgsk efétli Dran
tt weai bi et me]Lﬂtcstltvhaleanlflslserlegwkal |l i ema gkandhom
takri & et bkala dawn, bi twea&i biet possibb

Numru taod st wdkekmtri miisalojgasw | -Hissira talesprassjanin e t
popol airbu fdlkesg nej kom war a wi-idtudenti g b amo d h oDna n
jing Bktawa k t a r fejh jentklbujfisue s pr essjoni ji et foéokuntest

C 3 .-Fehirh mill-Qari
ll-komponent tay a r i ki en f i h-ewda tagsima kaeq §ha attivigl tgasitalgari u
t-ti eni tagsima kien fiha silta tad madwar 500C(

fugha.

L-istudenti ntalbu jlestudank o mponent f &850 minut a.

L-Ewwel Tagsima

Din it-tagsima kien fiha riklam fuq teleskopju. Warastudet i kel | hom i wi e&bu:
f Takria& A: | mmarka hux veru, falz jew ma ss
f Takri & B:t wersstabrgkbah t( erbad mi stoqsijiet)
 Takr i & G -tifsiraratajBatallespessjoni(i Uewa&e mi st oqgsijiet)

KummentiGener al i

a-& b @&1ji Gistudenti kienu mitluba jimmarkaw-itt we @i-bajebi mnt Gkal ke mm
| dawn i st gkaqga dthéd guk akjfni,e fx omatda wakda ki e
' jaw f oxi t weei bi-attli tHiwe tea Wi e th &qlrwmmskiedkalbib a
Xi ebhu, dstudphktiakellbra fiffemu sewtitt é s t  Iskstodsijietugabel ma
k

Ngki du -eakweal thmilstogsija numru taé studenti m
Jidher li dawn distudenti ma tawx kasa tattitlu u langas tatest, fejn kien hemm-+i we &i b a

g k amistogsija Gk al d-ggat hnema gkandhiosn ujdiesnk gjagrarakgtkahro
kol | ox ftiti.nk 1 uO i

Fitt mi en mi stoqgsija nuasriu]|taamd | sagjokibistatii c dved lseksabpuj u
Gkal kemdnagnpal t 64 kv@jeen badi meittigket tit dvleeei btaajklead | h
Adeskrizzjlesikoppt u ki f tgikatlriileina D&mndhoms
maki st udentizzij.i b ¥ edlrewddiwng k a n d h o mmistoasija; _pxtarrus e w

tt we @i bi et -apkoksasri bjbil mmaur kfa w skbit ktest. i toggkod eUat
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Lakkar takriiseudahabt i jeigkUltlaot Uewa esqesessj o
L-i kt ar l'i Udabpawmkseéonqs$ida, Ftelgskopjuijiswa eitqiu | f
dehebo. Gkadd t aes prtesdsjnani fhkaetreuh édbonfi jlGk avlad a ¢
gkalliema gkandhosmt uderthimaspglememohiljiet tagk
jittiekdu bédmod I|Iitterali, imma bdédmod figurat
Bomod &kbkgnkearlalliiema gkandhomt identieuf agt &arf | i Wl
il-mi stoqgsijiet Ii jinghteaw| hom(ibiexjiinifliéthtm
ftit aktar attenzjoni setgku ji&u evitati gka
It-Tieni Tagsima

Din it-tagsima kien fiha storja fugdnnimali. Wara,-i st udent i kel l hom i wi e &l
f Takria& A t mi e-ewweahpaditalstgrimi j i et fuq |

f Takri & B t mi e-tienipartitatistogas i j i et fuq it

f Takri & 0 Uewa sntiosrtjoag ssikjiikea fuq |

Kummenti generald]

Fo6ditnaqisti ma nnutajna | bost a -tsweudgliebniteit ntai ets

markatur  sudik-igst udent i md g k a m-espressjahii bomim o Zik loitkitba. b e j n
Rajna twepbbhnét mi ktfldtografijabfdpvan tt 6 cedkjasiitass. a u  f i ¢

Dawn huma xi twe&i biet | i taw gravi flutOwdMakiatli . |
miktub.

Mar | i-g&mejlut érmtgekaxetfIlbi eani smabitagkkIl bmfu

Imma irridu jiftiehmu.

U
U
U L-awtur rrid jfisser Kuwwa dl ikagkdla gurxial.l a b
U Ried i f i-esgassjonibijgiil-k hnl j gkaddi mal ajr.

U

l-kuta biex tgkum -akwaem bekaUtitagkli &gar x

Innutajna wkoll li Histudenti tilfu kma r Kk i mi nkabba |
f ma kinux preBtiweaiubisepte Uiif ikbit bfu,t
 irrepetew itkliemtakmi st oqsi j a, intiwegskiabjar nmat |tuabwa ,
1 mainterpretawx sevwhformaZZJonl i ta ttest,
f ma kinux Uari bi UUe-pgpresdjonijieg, t a @&ew biex ifis
f ma kinux Uari gkal min kienu ged jirreferu
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C 4 .-Kithal

ll-komponenttak i t ba ki en f i hewdleagsinati ad uidraind ti . anIaIbu ]
tad bejn 50tuebfD kefgmbmaFntalbu jfasslu pja
kelma u mhux aktar minn 200 kelmakilli n gk-aagsi mai ki en tad sieg

<3

Kummenti fuq il -Kitba

Tarhi gll-kAi:t ba t ad mess aéaee

Bdmod &érsdmalleinti -gmekasbese]i Madankol lu numru m
kien ged jikteb Hme s s a &ee. Ki en hemm uk-osémxfi tsttiuzdjeun't
fl-istruzzjoni iffirmawisi mhom st ess.-glGklal demgatgkandh-bima ji sk
tal-eee n &alkme s s a &, u lpersurth andirizzatia;itkoduazgbmi, ikd a g&u n i gkal i

jinkitebil-me s s a-keaen k i U Gjsoermi tua 6] mime sgceaded.i kt eb i |

l-ma &a&o r ainsztau dteanlteiwwgel a Wli u I-lus t Kdaed mtai nk il tl bideatme s s ¢
kienu tajbin, imma kien hemm miassall-ar gu ment ewl i eni tiegku fug
jgkinek meta jkoll ok b Uomnrnwox coungadr meta.fifaGkiem| d a q
j i ek u-indaaitaiskolal

Mill-f t it studetniteinil itigKa(l unutmr u-s mieeehodom Kaeeuh
geslisSi njura Ggkehl|l b&mbaatiegku, u gkjarl hegekedlis ki t
fhagkal | mi t u. Kien hem&i mji mr gy k@anleé a sb iskbla.iHai d&ii s
t
I

fattlilii studenti ma #antx, ghaUliu ndiant ui-gmi aagpeitiotm Kk a
hemm bUghkmal | i eina-isjteusdpeonntu Igiklall i kt ar -fskejjelx a t a
gkandhom jinvestu f &Maktar-ikdaouldieankti aodj kepdrl ih o imi
bil-Malti. Barra minn hekk fiklassi lgk al | i ema gk andhdstmderjti¢ai p o mu i
boétitli -dstftdes emenenwaltad kitba.

Fl-e wwe | messa@&@& innutajna kafna espressjoniijicé
pupill a", u okrajn. Madankol | u bMaki tmakellsm w d e nt
I-Malt i mi ktub. Barra minn -ohogrkfiia u falgrammatiig. Kiem heknenf n a
bosta messaaa®i-p br tae @djdaat wrian.j al t al

andhom-i dtkwdnpdtui j jlouwGeeene t d dspbrli eesks j o

Lgkalliema gk

i n gkandhom bleosnknq ul ii,Kossarvaw fegok tiblu
I
a.

f 6 k i dmb Fhistésh k
tal-kitbag k a | dak
l-punt eagae] at ur

[ g kistruttdra tasaemtqnmqgskaanu tkelmd t bartbgrafija u
-sBeoksot nad ag K al | eptedzjan if & bsd wlkraad d1 t a @

qengln jitilgku gkandhom mingkajr ma | kunu
baUi ku u komuni

Dawn huma xi sentenzi miktubin kaUin |i sibna
i Qedniktebdinime s s a&& bi eax gkiakrdiingr ddzijtagktni.

0 Jien nixtieqgq nir-rskhkgrazzjagkilhipnpai Ugkiaxal
U Il-lezzjonijiet huwa gasir.

U Kadt gost meta inti staqsietni xi ftit mis
ulnti kien liebes |iebsa veaba sabika fuqgek
0 Tistad t aglemsla adagok?ai I
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T a hr ildgdjaBgu
Il -pjan
Kafna student.i huma ppreparat:i tajjeb biex e

rajniehom jagkmlu sehkstbaltagkhgkhma Mgkdabkhkbmno
hemm gkadd taodo student-gkajnkhkiupf awikdte @knaa ok k

sempliUifnl;ht ket muet | i s®ewhom fomokkhom ming
minfil-pj an g3 mélo giud u mb a g Kiendhemmesteekerdi li kellhenppjam thjjeb N
u gassmuh boéintroduzzjoni, Uvilupp u konkl uUj

komponiment minflok djalogu.

Minkejja li fil-k art a jingkataw gkajnuniet,esuadbthkankal Ipy
Gkal dagktaahnt elma gkandHf oemujdiesnkdu gklkatnam-atmii j i b n
] kKunu gkaUl u b tagassimdakitba pfogrjig.i nhom f i t

Il -kitba tad-djalogu

Qrajna djalogi sbiek kafna ui wk ke mivéatkik kellin Kk i ¢

g k avlold t & 6 t kuidfe nlt i esprimew | il hom infushom. M
tad studenti [ kitbu komponi ment fl ok djal
martnumru minimutak | i em W gakeaw hiepkpenal i zzat i

Laktar djalogt stiudeh gk a le-lesitmiddaékn tt aw dbged mt a.
bedaddj al ogu donnu qged jiltagad mad xi kabi b
hemm djalogu bejntifdiffa u @&gant a

L-istudenti-tiIeinJgRtai&Iqu tmarru &eneral ment tajj
rrakkuntaw kaUijiet tad snin il wkkmet &jaburma
Manwel.

Fiddj al ogu nnut aj natogrdfija,frmugg s Ok aldj i p utnale &&@j at ur a

grammati kal i. l nnutajna | hemm st u-MatnRawn | i |
huma xi sentenzi l'i gbadna waqt | konna ni kk
Gkana@&iuklu memx ikel biex ni?ekol. Gkandek xi f
L-akbar sal vat senl i kel l na saret it

Domna tliet siegkat nitfu.

Konna gkoxrin pumpiera.

l va! Gkal jien biss.

Gkal dag&amnt j eima gkandho+i f b$ k¢ dstudeltifsegmkerne x  f |
j i st adr egkoulni iuktdaiMhjuaxl i bitUadesjtjuedde nitii lj i t gkal I m
L-gkalliemanimabimirsi n, gkadrmsdhamrenf gkalalgkthomi Ijl
infushom tajjeb u sabik.
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D.l mpli kazzj-toaghliem ghat

D1 1It-Tahdi't

Sa missnin bikrin, Ilstudentlgkandhng)mmwljlspaZJubl ex 1 kunu jist gRu
student. i okrajn u q ukibssijiet tadprimatjp ddn mik udisf foenri e rytkia.c
Jidher I gkadd tao gkalliema qged ugis biss.s u m
Gkal dagstant, huma gkandhom isaqsu mistoqsi
L-istudentigk andhom | i @i emebkalbléoMal ji sabik u korre
J 1 kkor ea&uhom.

D.2ll-FehimmisS mi g h

Kaf nlkas bjua | i h u wiatudemtv I jitkellmug tikitdltil i jifhmu testi differenti i
jisimgku. Madankol | u -sninabikrin,nhdfual Inii ennmau . g kSaan drhiosm
istudenti jagbdu-t agkr i f ewl i eni f ot est |ortaht||u1|fhnnust|ﬂ5|mgku,
mokbija. Dan | i-kidsstblgkafhbaemakgkeaendhiom julaw
i kar rigut dddnt i tagkhom jinnutaw tipi -kdlietha er en
x0udjenzi gkanuHsmreémpbkhhomi ged juUaw.

D.3 llI-Fehim mill-Qari

Bkalissa gkaeicsekjejs;fedr zt algtk Hoei. Lf-lgllk@)k | j emaalgkalndh
importanza kbira lildin#k i | a -ssmai mMibsi kr i n. Gk asdck el g nenh siftiiug ok enrat

j agraw sew, u |li jagqtgku galfha@amsialgkiandar & w
aktar I?qeiirinll-qgaliraillgl?andu jinbidel f 6espeiteptielinz a t
jkunu ngraw. i mk a b b agariltitaigsel bilmdd il-mod metad st udenti j i @&u esp
tad6 kotba sbiek, interessanti u divertenti.
D.4 ll-Kitba

L-espressjoni bikitba hija aktarx 4 t qal -lkiinlgawa f i I1Gk a | d-snig sbikrmmn t ,
llgkal | i ema gk anisihowadentkiar tr @gk Hdsri bji ii fj fea +kitiael gakvh oin
struttura u skont ir e g o | i standard. Dan gkawmdu !l abt waltftf
tal-Malti. Fl-i st e sgk &lilni eema gkandhomkiimha,s | irk antkaa odkho h
boxorti kaUina, gkad hemm studekntlia |gkajniddce jt

bokafna takri& diver t-lompeienza gramrhatikbliwtatgdenti, hima t i s s
jesprimu rukhom b 6uwmledilijkobhomett u sabi k mal
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4.2 English

A: General comments about the Benchmark papers

The 2015 English End of Primary Benchmark as
language skills. The Lishing and Reading components tested their comprehension skills, whilst
items set in the Speaking and Writing components measured their linguistic competence and
performance.

The Specification Grid focused on the oral, listening and reading compreheasabrriting
aspects of language learning that are reflected in the objectives and standards set by the Primary
English Syllabus (2006).

The weightings of marks were distributed as follows: The Speaking and Listening Benchmark
papers each carried 20% bktglobal mark; and the Reading and Writing Benchmark papers were
allotted 30% of the marks respectively.

The Benchmark Board for English sought to provide for the widest possible range of ability within
the agegroup by setting graded tasks in the foomponents during the planning and design phases
of the Benchmark 2015.

The choice of text types was consistent with the End of Primary Benchmark Guidelines 2015.
Besides, the Board took great care to ensure that the visual prompts used in the Speaking
component were agappropriate; deliberately avoided using promotional material in the design
phase, and eschewed gender and racial bias in the selection of visual, audio and reading texts.

The length, structure and language of the authentic texts faidteming and Reading components
were modified to suit the competence level of Year Six students. The listening texts and tasks were
professionally recorded on CD to ensure that candidates would follow them easily. Moreover, the
reading texts and questiongre recorded for access arrangement purposes.

B.Comments regarding the candidates’ perf or man

This section of the report delineates the ite
different levels of attainment in the four Benchmargera.

B1: The Speaking Component
20% of the global mark; time allott&dl0 minutes

Tasks 2, 3 and 4 of the Speaking Component
assessment criteria comprised theay@ahmarkdat es ¢
interact and speak fluently (05 marks), use a range of grammatical structures 40marks),

achieve tasks set {02 marks), and make good use of pronunciation, intonation and strésa (0

mar ks) . Addi ti onal Ilceyin task spacdic ditaria €0s20marksg pegged tma n
tasks 3 and 4, included their ability to hypothesize and use appropriate qualifiers to describe points
of comparison and contrast.
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The 8 oral tests consisted of 4 tasks: the Warmer; Interview; eSRigture, and Compare and
Contrast. The oral tests were administered in primary schools and each test was of 10 minutes
duration. The following is a brief outline of each task:

Task 1: The Warmer
Time allotted 1 minute

The purpose of the Warmer wasassist the interlocutor in establishing the proper conditions for

the candidates to feel at ease from the onset and then produce language to the best of their ability.
This task did not carry any marks. Questions were simple and candidates could bedibtheye
hesitated.

Task 2: The Interview
Time allotted 3 minutes

The Interview assessed the candidateso abilit
giving opinions. Four topics, two per candidate, were predetermined for each tes} thei
planning and design phase. The topics were in accordance with the Benchmark Guidelines 2015 and
included: the weather, free time and entertainment, shopping, places, house and home environment,
school activities, school life, school outings, helpatdhome, people who help us, sports, food and
drink, health and body care, you and others, pets and animals, and the environment.

Task 3: Single Picture
Time allotted: 3 minutes

A single picture depicted a topic or situation familiar to candidates.c@hdidates were asked a
number of questions. They had to describe the picture and the people in it, the event portrayed and
the activity people in the picture were engaged in. They also had to hypothesize and give an opinion
about the picture.

Task 4: Compare and Contrast
Time allotted: 3 minutes

The candidates had to compare and contrast two pictures. They took turns to answer set questions
about each pair of pictures, describing similarities and differences of the activities shown in the
pictures.

Most of the candidates did generally well in the Speaking Component.

B2: The Listening Comprehension Component
20% of the global markTime allotted:30 minutes

Markers considered the listening texts -ag@ropriate and the tasks and items set in theniisg
Component highly suitable. Candidates, who had mastered listening comprehension skills,
performed exceptionally well in this component.

The foll owing comments give an overal/l View
strengths and eaknesses.
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Listening Task 1

Candidates had to listen to two short texts with instructions on how to use two pieces of equipment.
The first text was on how to use a toaster and the second on how to play a DVD.

Questions 1to 8

Candidates were askeéd complete a multipkehoice exercise. They had to choose and underline
the correct word or phrase in brackets.

The task was graded with thrgaestions set at a low level of difficulty and five at a medium level

of difficulty. The task assessed thencdi dat esd abil ity to under st a
specific information, understand key words, follow instructions accurately, comprehend the main
ideas, follow a sequence, deduce meaning from context, recognize cohesive devices, and understand
referring words.

Most of the candidates performed well in this task. However, a number of candidates found

guestions 5, 6 and 7 quite chall engimangaly Siorme
item 5. Candidates, who chose the wrong answeremm B, did not understand the subordinate
c | a Ufsa@hingihappensd i n the text and failed to selec

candidates did not follow the sequence of instructions carefully and chose the wrong preposition of
time in item 7and lost the mark. A few of the candidates failed to listen for detail and selected the
wrong option in item 8.

Listening Task 2

The second text was a scene from a play. Candidates listened to a conversation about an invention
between a visitor and st&sl of two inventors who come alive in a museum.

Questions 1 ad

Candidates had to read and underline the correct word or phrase in each bracket. The items were
graded with one item set at a low level of difficulty, two items set at a medium level iotildff

and one item at a high | evel di fficulty. The
specific information, understand key words, and follow a sequence.

The majority of candidates completed this task successfully. However, somdatasndlid not
connelativedn i n | theotherd bi hot he text and | ost the
failed to select the correct location of the experiments in item 1c, and some chose the wrong time
reference in item 1d.

Questions 2 ae

This exercise was made up of five statements and candidates had to show whether each statemen
was True, False or No Information Given by ticking the correct box. Two items were set at a
medium level of difficulty and three items at a high level of diffiguln this exercise candidates

had to demonstrate that they could infer from context, listen for specific informatidrfpllow a
sequence.

Most candidates successfully accomplished this exercise but some encountered difficulties in
answering items 2@2d and 2e correctly. These candidates could not distinguish between False and
No Information Given statements.
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Questions 3 ae

Exercise 3 required candidates to complete sentences, using only one word. This task was graded
with one item set at a loveVel of difficulty, three items set at a medium level of difficulty, and one
item set at a high level of difficulty.

Candidates generally did well in this task, responding correctly to the set items. They were able to
understand the text, listen for sgecinformation, comprehend the main ideas, deduce meaning
from context, recognize cohesive devices, infer from context and follow instructions carefully.
However, some of the candidates did not write the correct noun from the text and lost the marks in
items 3b and 3c. Others disregarded the instruction and lost marks because they wrote a phrase
instead of the required word.

B3: The Reading Comprehension Component
30% of the global mark; time allottédb0 minutes

Markers considered the tasks set @il wyraded and the quality and layout of the paper as student
friendly. They also commented positively on the choice of text types and their age appropriateness.

The reading comprehension texts included the relevant information to answer set quekgons. T
texts of the first reading comprehensibrcorrespondence via email between two students on a
school incidenti presentedhe candidates with a situation they could relate to. Similarly, the
second reading compr ehensi oests. Bhp fed,alrezalnt from at h e
blog, was divided into two sections and accompanied by three sets of questions based on each of the
two sections and on the whole text. The questions targeted a range of abilities and assessed a variety
of comprehension sks, including questions that required inferential and evaluative responses.

The focus of the assessment was on comprehending the set texts. Although language inaccuracies in
constructed responses did not forfeit the mark, provided the written answerasdeated that the
candidate had correctly grasped the meaning of the text, some marks were lost when candidates
guoted parts of the text inaccurately.

Candidates, whose reading comprehension skills were well developed, were able to answer the
higherorder questions and performed exceptionally well in the Reading component. Conversely,
candidates, who had not mastered reading comprehension skills, were unable to give relevant and
accurate responses and did not perform well in the component.

The commets that follow give an overall view of the reading comprehension questions,
highlighting the candidates6é strengths and we

Reading Comprehension 1

The candidates had to follow written instructions carefully to complete the set tasks. The tasks
consisted of reading statements and ticking to show whether they are True, False or No Information
Given; and, underlining the correct answer in a mulgbieice exercise.

The exercises were set at a low to medium level of difficulty and assessed tiik&andi s 6 abi |
locate specific information, identify main ideas and key words, recognize cohesive devices, and
identify the writerds purpose and attitude. |
prior knowledge, respond to literal quests, follow a sequence, deduce meaning from context, and
make inferences.
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Questionsl atof

In the True, False or No Information Given task, two items were set at a low level of difficulty and
four items at a medium level of difficulty.

Most of the andidates did well in this task. Some considered\ibhénformation Giverstatement
asFalseand lost the mark.

Questions 2 ab

In the multiplechoice exercise, three questions were set at a low level of difficulty and three at a
medium level of difficuty.

The majority fared well in this task. A few of the candidates confused the sender of the email with
the recipient and selected the wrong name from the options in items 2a and 2c.

Reading Comprehension 2
Section 1

Candidates had to read the imtuation and first part of the recount in the first section of the text,
and answer the set questions.

The questions, which were balanced and set at low, medium and high levels of difficulty, targeted
the candi datesd abil i tuse priawknbwiedge,tidentifs mpae ddeas and i n
key words, make literal, inferential and evaluative responses. They also had to follow written
instructions, follow a sequence, deduce meaning from context, recognize cohesive devices, and
identi fy purdose. writeros

Many candidates answered most of the questions correctly. Some of the candidates found question
6 quite challenging. They failed to read beyond the lines and wrote literal and irrelevant answers.
Furthermor e, a f ew o freceptiorest ancanurdd di antset seusal n sowhe r fe
guestion 1 and lost the mark. Some of the candidates ignored the instruction and gave the synonym
o fsickd ,ilofl i nstead ofealthhei mpipoemt 2bof Sdme of t he
consideredtem 5d as a False statement and lost the mark.

Section 2

Candidates had to read the second part of the recount, and answer the set questions. The question
were set at low, medium and high levels of difficulty. Candidates had to locate specific irdarmat
identify main ideas and key words, recognize cohesive devices, and make inferences. They also had
to follow written instructions, use prior knowledge, respond to literal questions, and deduce
meaning from context.

Most of the candidates gave suital@leswers to questions 7, 8, 11, 13 and 14. Some of the
candi dates gave3pmhei wytdprmd amfswlmestiion 9 and |
candidates, who did not follow the instructions given in questions 10, 12a and 12b carefully or who
did not distinguish between a sentence, a phrase and a word, copied irrelevant parts of the text and
lost the marks. Moreover, some of the candidates lost part of the marks in these items, because they
did not copy the words from the text correctly. Besideseva of the candidates mistakenly

i dentsirdsdfuk di s thaddd acf t e dfficuitd niym iof em 12a.
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Questions on the two sections

Candidates had to refer to both sections of the text to answer questions 15a, 15b and 16. These
guestios were set at low, medium and high levels of difficulty and candidates had to locate specific
information, follow a sequence, and make evaluative responses. They also had to follow written
instructions, use prior knowledge, identify main ideas and keysydollow a sequence, deduce
meaning from context, recogni ze cohesive dev
purpose.

Many candidates answered questions 15a and 15b correctly. However, some of the candidates
found it difficult to justify heir answer to the multiplehoice question in item 16 by referring to
relevant parts of the text and identifying the source of information, consequently they lost the mark.

B4: The Writing Component
30% of the global mark; time allottéd60 minutes

The Writing component included writing an advertisement which carried 10 marks and planning
and writing a story for the school magazine that carried 20 marks. All the candidates were expected
to produce the same text type in each writing task as stipurated Benchmark Guidelines 2015.
Candidates had to choose and write about a title from the two different content areas offered in both
the short and long writing tasks. Markers commented favourably about the titles offered. They
found the tasks very sulike for the agegroup.

The | evel attained in the writing tasks was
ability in performing the tasks. The writing
writing, write coherently and cohiesly, write accurately, vary sentence structure, organize writing

in paragraphs, write for different purposes with a sense of audience, usappasfriate
presentational features, use a range of vocabulary effectively and write relevantly.

Markers notd that candidates adopted a variety of planning techniques, comprising organized
bulleted points with ideas grouped in a logical sequence and detailed mind maps. Some of the plans
had a word and phrase bank, which very often included a list of memoripezssions that were

not always relevant to the title. Excellent planning was characterized by thorough planning with
relevant details. Poor planning included plans with listed question prompts and insufficient relevant
details, which failed to assist caddies in producing we8itructured narratives. Some of the
candidates did not attempt the task.

The following comments give an overal/l Vi ew
strengths and weaknesses.

Task 1—Write between 50 and 60 wads

The first option, writing an advertisement to encourage people to buy a mask created during an art
lesson, was a more popular choice than the second dptioiting an advertisement to encourage
people to buy a pencil case made from recycled matériale t ask assessed the
to use language to describe an item on sale and persuade the audience to buy it.

Candidates, who have mastered the ability to give vivid descriptions and to use language to
persuade, produced excellent adverntisats. They used the appropriate style to fit the genre with
appealing headings, enticing callouts, engaging questions, and convincing statements. Some of the
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candidates were able to describe the item on sale effectively but failed to induce the daadegce
it.

Candidates, who failed to achieve the task, wrote a very poor description of the item on sale, a
paraphrase of the rubric itself, a recount of an event, a letter or a note. Some candidates ignored the
instructions and wrote about the sale afrenthan one mask / pencil case, or al@opéncilinstead
ofapencicase Some of the candidates did not adher
mostly because they included irrelevant information and wrote longer than 60 words. Moreover, a
good number of candidates made gross grammatical and spelling errors. Some candidates used the
wrong question formation; omitted necessary punctuation marks; or used lexical items
inappropriately.

Task 2—Write between 140 and 200 words

The second writig task offered the candidates two titI€sught in a trappndWhen | got lostThe
candidates had to write a story about one of the titles which would be published in a school
magazine. Markers noted that most of the candidates opted to write abowbiie titée.

Writings which scored high marks were excellent, imaginative, creative and pleasant to read
narratives with vivid descriptions of settings arthiacters; or, recounted filsand experiences

with well-expressed feelings, which made intaresteading. Candidates who performed very well

made good use of reported speech in stories and demonstrated excellent command of the language
and very good knowledge of paragraph writing. They wrote coherent and cohesive paragraphs
characterized by goodsea of compound and complex sentences, and used an excellent range of
vocabulary and accurate structures, spelling and punctuation. However, the main difficulty for some
candidates was that they did not adhere to the title and their writing borderedimel¢vant. One

other stumbling block was the fact that some wrote a lengthy narrative introduction and relegated
only a few lines to the actual story.

The writings of less able candidates were hardly comprehensible. Omission of words, errors in
syntax, ad inappropriate use of memorized words and expressions rendered the writing incoherent.
Weak pieces of writing were marked by irrelevance, disjointed sentences, poor paragraph
construction and development of ideas, limited vocabulary, repetition of the lggang word,

gross spelling errors, punctuation mistakes and omissions, incorrect and inconsistent tense usage,
inaccurate sentence structure, and misuse of prepositions. Besides, negative interference of the
mother tongue was significantly evident iretwritings. Failure to adopt the appropriate style to fit

the genre was also noticeable in weak pieces of writing composed only of a dialogue instead of a
dialogue blended in narrative.

C: Implications for teaching and learning

Primary teachers havesggnificant role in promoting enjoyment in English language learning and
in helping learners become more confident users of English.

1 Identifying difficulties through continuous assessment of oral skills is essential to help learners
develop competences hieh they need to master through differentiated activities and
appropriate support. In addition, engaging learners in using language for a range of purposes,
audiencesand situations; encouraging learners to reflect on and respond to a cirayal,
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visual and written texts; and, involving learners in group discussions across the curriculum
would stimulate active listening and productive talk in English.

Learnerso6 comprehension skills can be enhan
texts to achieve particular purposes, such as to identify main ideas and put ideas into a
meaningful sequence; to respond to inferential questions; and to retell a story in their own
words. Additionally, learners need to discuss a range of text types, suthies, poems, and
information texts; participate in critical reading; generate gedfstions about text; and answer
higherorder questions about text, including evaluative questions.

Furthermore, emphasis should be on modelling and discussing thé aisamety of reading
strategies for understanding vocabulary in unfamiliar texts, for example by using semantic and
context cues.

Effective grammar teaching takes place through meaningful contexts. Learners need to develop
their syntactic awareness as to make sense of the grammar of texts. This can be accomplished
through listening to readloud stories in idiomatic English; and listening or reading a text,
identifying unusual expressions and retelling the sense in their own words.

Besides, grammaran be taught as an integral part of writing; for instance, by adopting sentence
manipulation learners can be actively engaged in improving the quality of pieces of writing.
Learners need to practise revising writing and changing ideas at paragraphwlesed,
necessary; editing writing to clarify meaning at sentence level; and, carrying out a final check of
spelling and punctuation.

Learners also need to be made more aware of the importance of following instructions carefully
and shown how to respdrappropriately to set tasks and questions. For instance, the title and
instructions in writing tasks determine the genre, therefore selecting the appropriate form of text
to communicate meaning purposefully to the intended audience is essential betyedirggn
ideas and composing a piece of writing.

Opportunities for learners to explore different forms of writing as well as learn how to make use
of supportive and flexible frameworks to guide their writing are important aspects of learning to
write. Teahing learners how to record ideas, in detailed and relevant planning that fits such
frameworks, would further help learners to develop a more structured approach to composing
pieces of writing.

Moreover, appropriate modelling of how to apply writingliskio the ideas and how to link
paragraphs logically is essential in helping learners produce ideas as meaningful sentences that
go well together to make coherent paragraphs, and use appropriate linking words to form
cohesive texts.
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4.3 Mathematics

A: General comments about the Benchmark papers

In the 2015 Mathematics End of Primary Benchmark mathematical knowledge and skills,
conceptual understanding and application were assessed through a Mental Paper and a Written
Paper.

As in previous yea; 15 minutes were allocated for the Mental Paper. This paper tested mental
mathematical strategies, however candidates were not penalised when they resorted to written
methods to support their reasoning. For the second year round the questions afitdiePisfeer

were recorded, thus were not read by the <cl a
Mental Paper was evaluated and consequently an improved version of the Mental Paper was
presented. In facg practice question (a warmer questios included in the 2015 Mental Paper.

This was an extra question at the beginning of thewesth was not awarded any marks. The
practice question was included to help stude
themselves with the test. Aididnal time was allocated for this question. Furthermore, the paper
setters have taken the decision to include some pictures and numerical information to support the
candidates further and to help them focus solely on what tkstigns areset out to asess
(reference to questions 4, 9, 10 and 17).

On the othehand, the Written Paper was aiéedl hour and 30 minutes. The Written Paper
tested the <candidatesd competences across tf
Mathematics Syllabus, naty: Number and Algebra; Measurement; Shape and Space and Data
Handling. The Revised Primary Mathematics Syllabus views problem solving as the connection
between the four strands outlined above. Accordingly, problem solving was given its due
importancem the questions set and the Written Paper gave credit to those candidates who were able
to reason mathematicallyCredit was also given tthose candidates who were able to solve-non
routine problems (within the parameters of the syllabus) related toetrmiyday experience. This

year, in the Written Paper, a working space was introduced in questions that required working.
Candidates were encouraged to use this space for their working. However, the use of this space was
not compulsory.

Questions in bdt the Mental and the Written Papers also assessed understanding of mathematical
vocabulary which plays an integral role in the understanding and learning of mathematics. In both

papers the candidates had the opportunity to answer questions by applysigategies, methods

or procedures with which they felt mo st c o mf
attempt toward a solution supported the candi

The marks were distributed as follows:

1. MENTAL PAPER- carrying 20% of the glmal mark
2. WRITTEN PAPER- carrying 80% of the global mark

The examiners used a specification grid when drawing up the Mathematics Paper in order to ensure
both content and face validity. The use of a specification grid enthaeshe test items, as a
whole, will be constructed in such a way that provides a representative sampling of a range of
syllabus outcomes and that allows demonstration of performance across all levels in the
performance scale. The candidates were therefore presented with aedethatics paper with
guestions that catered for a wide range of abilities. In preparation, each question was mapped

Performance Reports



40 End of Primary Benchmark June 20iLReport

against syllabus outcomes, mainly those at Year 6 level. The marks for each strand were actually
distributed as follows:

1 Number & Algéra (inc. problem solving) 45% + 2%
1 Measures (inc. problem solving) 30% £ 2%
1 Shape & Space (inc. problem solving) 20% + 2%
91 Data Handling (inc. problem solving) 5% + 2%

In order to make the questions more accessible to candidates the choice e$ pintudiagrams in
guestions was given due consideration during the planning and designing phase of both papers, as
were the use of the words and the construction of sentences and questions. The examiners
preferred the use of simple and clear languagehe wording of questions so that students
understand clearly what they are expected toQ@eestions and parts of questions were sequenced

in order of difficulty and allowed the candidates to demonstrate what they know, understand and are
able to do.Furthermore examiners were careful to present a selection of questions which are free of
any culture or gender bias, stereotyping, tokenism or any promotional material.

Detailed comments about each of the components
B: The Mental Paper

The markers haveedcribed the Mental Paper as a welanced paper. They have remarked that
the level of difficulty was adequate. Questions were clear and straightforward. Consequently the
guestions in the Mental Paper were tackled successfully by the majority oflatmsdiQuestions

were meant to be worked out mentally, but candidates were given the possibility to jot down
working on the answer sheet for which they were not penalised.

In response to feedback received from different stakeholders, as described almreaetice
guestion was introduced at the beginning of the mental test to serve as a warmer. Some markers
suggestedhat the answer box for the practice question should not be placed exactly above the other
answer boxes to avoid candidates getting coufude is to be noted that no particular questions
were outlined by markers as posing particular common difficulties to the candidates.

C. The Written Paper

Question 1: This set of questions involved routine numerical calculations. While the majority of
candidates obtained full marks in Question 1, some candidates encountered difficulty in working
out part (d). These candidatesere still not able to usea written method foHTU + TU
successfullyas outline in the Learning Outcome in the national syab

Question 2: The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly (completely or in
part). Nonetheless, the markers have identified some common errors. For example, a number of
candidates failed to understand the instruction given aneldatidlo to the given numbers. A few
markers remarked that this question could have possibly been asked at a later stage, as answering
this question must have been too time consuming (though not difficult) for some candidates.

Question 3: The markers havremarked that this was a good question which assessed whether
candidates were able to work out the area of a-aglgted triangle by considering it ashalf a
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rectangle (ref.Mathematics, A Revised Syllabus for Primary Schools72, learning oticome
G.6.6). The grid was intended to support all candidates further. In fact, many candidates used the
grid (counted squares) to work out the area of the triangle. Evidence of this are pen/pencil marks
done on the grid.On the other hand a few candtds opted for the formula Area of a rigirgled

1
triangle = > (length x breadth). However, it is to be noted that a substantial number of the

candidates gave 2en¥ as an answer, i.e. they workedt the area of the rectangle but mped
there.

Question 4. This question was quite straightforward and the majority of the candidates got the
answer correct (completely or in part)A common error was noted mainly in calculating the

1 1
number of women.Somestudents worked outA: of 54 instead on of 108. Should candidates

have checked their solutions once ready, by working backwards, they would have realised that their
answers were not correct. Drawings, such as the one below, are commesdapl®blem solving
strategy.

men women | children
l 1
2 4 ?
108 people

Question 5: A number of markers remarked that the way in which this question was presented,
and tre fact that the candidates could relate toh&lped many candidates score full marks.
Consequently, the majority of the children did not encounter any difficulties in solving this
problem. Most common error identifigxy markers was that of adding Btenstead of 50€ent

(for a1 T 5 coins) when calculating the total

Question 8 While a good number of candidates were able to calculate the mean (average)
correctly, many candidates stopped at working out the total. However, it was notsohtlesof the
candidates who did not calculate the mean (average) correctly were still able to obtain a correct
answer for part (b).

Question 7: Despite its friendly format, as described by many of the markers, a substantial
number of candidates failed edtain full marks in this question. For example, a common mistake

1 1
in part (d) was that of writing 0-4 as the decimal number equivaleqt to Others identifiedg
1

as equal to 0-5 anri as equal to 0-as common mistakes

Question 8: This question turned out to be one of the most difficult questions in the paper. It
targeted direct proportion and the quantities used were quite simple and straightforward. However,
many candidates fiad to take note of the given information and thus did not use the knowledge
that the illustrated recipe made 10 muffins.

Performance Reports



42 End of Primary Benchmark June 20iLReport

Question 9:  This question was well within the grasp of many candidates.

Question 10: The most common difficulty noted was camting from litres to millilitres. In fact,

part (c) seemed to be the most difficult part of the question, as the students found it difficult to
convert 105 litres into millilitres (gave 105 millilitres as an answer). Some candidates were unable
to givea valid reason for their thinking in the last part of the question. For examplec$dhe
candidates wheaid that thégirlsddrank most in the firgbart (a), later confirmed that the statement

in (di) was true (the boys drank more than girls). Thiguite contradictory.

Question 11: It was noted by markers that many candidates encountered difficulties in reading the
timeline. Most common mistake was noted in part (d) where candidates multiplied 8 hours 30
minutes by 5 (or sometimes even by 7atireg it as a decimal number (8-30).

Question 12: Most of the candidates fared rather well in this question. While many candidates
managed to answer all of it correctly, some encoedtdifficultiesin part (e).

Question 13: No major difficulties vere noted in this question

Question 14: The markers noted that the most challenging part of the question was part (a).
Some candidates multiplied 1kg by 5 without adding the 50§ after. Others adddtie 5009 to

the 1-7kg. Many candidates alggot confused because quantities were not presented in the same
unit.

Question 15: This question was both neoutine and challenging. In part (a) many candiddigs

not understandhat they had to multiply the breadth by 4 in order to wottktloe length. In part (c)
although many candidates divided 144 cm? by 4 correctly, then they divided the answer (36 cm?) by
4 giving an incorrect answer @ cm. This shows that calculating the length of a side of a square
given the area is quite a colap learning outcome for students at this leviélis also evident that

area and perimeter are often confused.

Question 16: The ability to reason coupled up with a strong number sense was key in answering
this question. A substantial number of canthdananaged to find the right combination (5 cards)
without much difficulty. The markers remarked that the marking scheme for this question was very
fair as it allowed candidates to gain marks for each step they achieved successfully.
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Imp lications for Teaching and Learning

Drawing on the candidates6 performance in the
recommended that the suggestions below are taken into consideration.

1 It is recommended that learning environmentgwherever the learning is taking place)
are rich in number and mathematical contexts. Such learning environments would
convey the factthat the school community values mathematics and recognises that
mathematical skills andnostly importantly understanding are key being a successful
learner.

1 Educators are encouraged to share the learning outcomes with student3his would
help students understand the purpose of learning and see how skills can be transferred and
applied within mathematics and across the cumicul

1 A problem solving approach should be at the core of effective learning and teaching of
mathematics in our primary classrooms. Problem solving is embedded within the
outcomes and opportunities in tReimary Mathematics Syllabwand should not be viexd
as a separate strand of mathematics.

1 Educators need to offer the possibility to all the students in their classrooms to be
actively engaged, thus empowering students to challenge themselvdss.is thus
recommended that students are given the opptyttmiexperiene rich, routine and nen
routinetasks. Planned interdisciplinary projects which extend mathematical skills and allow
their application in new contexts can also serve as relevant and exciting contexts to engage
and motivate students.

1 It is nonetheless important that interdisciplinary projects and rich tasks in which
students are asked to collaborate and workig groups do not only engage students
emotionally and socially, but also cognitivelyWhile such tasks are very effective for
teachig processes such as communicating, profdeiving and decisiomaking, while
fostering positive attitudes, we need to be careful that attention is not taken away from the
fundamental mathematical concepts, from mathematics itself.

1 Furthermore, educators are encouraged to support students learn how to learnThus,
they are encouraged to provide students with various opportunities to analyse, initiate
inquiry, direct investigations, make decisions, explain their th@jksynthesise aspects of
their exiging skills, manage time and use technology.

1 Students should thus be encouraged to do mathematics independently, on their own
and with others, in an environment that encourages listening, questioning and
mathematical reflection. Such environment helpstuslents develop and deepen
mathematical knowledge. Independent learning puts learners at the centre of their own
learning. This can include choices about resources, pace and level of challenge and
evaluating their own progress.

1 Students need to feekewre in class and valued for the effort they put into their
learning. At all stages in their mathematical journey, students need to know what they have
done well and also be clear about what they need to do as next steps for improvement.
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T

It is recommended that extension work for higherachieving learners should always
lead to new learning.

Success (in small steps) and new learning should always be celebrated.

Good use of the lesson plenary can also help students see connectionsthimé about
how they could apply their learning in mathematics.
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5. Item Analysis

This sectiompresens the results of thprocesonducted fotheitem analysis.The purpose of item
analysis isto check whetherthe differentquestionitems functioned asntendedin the End of
Primary Benchmark2015. This section allows the reader to observe which items were deemed
easy, moderate or difficult by the candidates. The data may be used diagnostically as well as
formatively by classroom teachers. Eventuallyis technical analysis may provide insigbr

change in trendsdowever, it is important to acknowledge that items used in the Benchmark cannot
be pretested and therefore the standartheingcalibratedprogressivelyln order to make sense of

this secton, it is important to use the resources that are presented in titeg€er with this

report

The Facility Index

Thefacility indexfor an item is a value that indicates the proportion of students that get
item correctSincethe mean (average) mark should roughly be half of the marks availa
a facility level of 0.5 is desirable, particularly if aegtion carries a good number of mark
(e.g. an essay). Lower or higher facility levels are desirable for other items. Facility le
greater than 0.85 or below 0.15 should be avoided.

The facilty index for an item igalculated by dividing the mean (averaggrkon the item by the
maximum mark that can beaed on the item.

Mean Mark on Item

Facility Index of Item = -
Maximum Mark on lten

For examplefor an itemthatcarries 5 marksandthe average score earned on tieeniis 3.6 the

facility index then works ouisS—;, thatis, 0.72 or 72%

The Discrimination Index

The discrimination indexXor an item isa measure of how the candidates perform on t
item as opposed to another measure of performance. In other words, it measures ho
the question distinguishes between learndtsis is usually found by measuring the
correlation (relationship) betwedéime score on the item and the total test score

Item discrimination can vary from +1 (a perfect relationship between those who score
marks on the item and those who score high marks on the tdst) (B perfectnverse
relationship between those wiscore high marks on the item and those who score |
marks on the test).

Ideally, e discrimination index should always pesitive. The higher the discrimination index
the bettethe itemis. In general, values below 0.2 are wedkereas alues above 0.4 are desirable.
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The discrimination index may be computed as follows:
d = p(UG) - p(LG)

where p(UG) and p(LG) are the proportions of correct answers by Upper Group (top 27%) and
Lower Group (bottom 27%) respectivelirthe maximum value of @ 1.0 and this occurs when all

the candidates in the Upper Group reply correctly andhalcandidates in the Lower Group fail on

the item.

The following is an item analysis of éhquestion papers usedin the End of Primary
Benchmark2014 The analysis consistd the study of a sample of 200 scripts in Maltese, English
and Mathemats. The analysis is limited to the objective items only.

The facility and discrimination indices for tHdaltese and Englististening and readingvith
understandingcomponentsare shown in TablesOland 2 below. In each case, the analysis is
carried out per question. Since the speaking and the writing components are subjective, item
analysisis inappropriate.Table ¥ below presents the results of the same analgarried out for

the Mathematics mental and written papers.

Tables 1, 13 and B below indicate the accessibility of the different questions per subject to the
candidates in 2@lin terms of the level of difficulty.These tables also show the extent to which the
guestions discriminated amorgndidates in 2L
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Table 10: Il -Malti — A List of Items and their Facility and Discrimination Indices

ltem Indices
Facility (F) |  Discrimination (D)
Il -Fehim missS mi ¢
1A 2 92% 0.18
3 65% 0.21
4 78% 0.21
5 73% 0.23
6 91% 0.20
1B 2 93% 0.25
3 66% 0.29
4 93% 0.14
5 94% 0.29
6 87% 0.21
2A 2 78% 0.28
3 49% 0.27
4 63% 0.23
5 94% 0.25
6 53% 0.10
2B 2 84% 0.19
3 63% 0.32
4 79% 0.18
5 73% 0.26
6 95% 0.21
Fehim mill-Qari
1A 1 73% 0.45
2 88% 0.31
3 82% 0.11
4 90% 0.36
1B 5 70% 0.29
6 87% 0.35
7 80% 0.40
8 59% 0.38
10 9 82% 0.30
10 89% 0.39
2A 1 67% 0.14
2 84% 0.36
3 75% 0.53
4 77% 0.30
5 47% 0.48
6 34% 0.32
7 24% 0.32
8 70% 0.44

Item Analysis



48 End of Primary Benchmark June 20iLReport

ltem Indices
Facility (F) Discrimination (D)
2B 9 83% 0.45
10 74% 0.39
11 44% 0.39
12 75% 0.44
13 62% 0.48
14 79% 0.54
15 57% 0.32
16 59% 0.23
210 17a 60% 0.23
17b 42% 0.23
18a 65% 0.26

Table 11: Levels of Difficulty and Discrimination (Il-Malti)

No. of
items
F = 40%- 60%; D = 0.4 or more (correct levels of difficulty and discrimination) 1
F = 40%- 60%; D =more than 0.3 but less than 0.4 (correct levels of difficulty 3

discriminated sufficiently)
F = less than 40%; D = 0.3 or more (on the difficult side but discriminated sufficig 2
F = more than 60%; D = 0.3 or more (on the easy side but disatiedi sufficiently) 17
F= 40%- 60%; D = below 0.3f@cility level correct but item did not discrimina
sufficiently)

F = less than 40%; D = below 0.3 (on the difficult side and did not discrim
sufficiently)

F = more than 60%; D = below 0.8n( the easy side and did not discrimin| 22
sufficiently)

Total 50

Theabovevaluesshow that students found questioather easy. Some of these questions managed
to differentiate well between different ability studenisit anumber of queasgns did notprovide
evidenceo differentiate well between students of different abiliti€&nce in Malta we do not have
the facility topilot the questions beforehand, this is bound to occur.
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Table 12 English — A List of Items and their Facility and Discrimination Indices

Item Indices
Facility (F) |  Discrimination (D)
Listening Comprehension

Task 1 1 91% 0.26
2 97% 0.15

3 97% 0.28

4 89% 0.37

5 44% 0.36

6 72% 0.38

7 62% 0.34

8 84% 0.33

Task 2

1 a 97% 0.33

b 72% 0.42

c 67% 0.50

d 69% 0.29

2 a 76% 0.30

b 90% 0.25

c 62% 0.32

d 58% 0.41

e 67% 0.34

3 a 82% 0.44

b 47% 0.45

Reading Comprehension

Task 1 1 a 86% 0.34
b 93% 0.35

c 79% 0.33

d 84% 0.51

e 75% 0.29

f 86% 0.18

2 a 93% 0.40

b 95% 0.38

C 84% 0.38

d 82% 0.46

e 98% 0.25

f 93% 0.46

Task 2

1 81% 0.56

2 a 79% 0.39

b 80% 0.55

3 a 97% 0.30

b 97% 0.28

4 a 82% 0.35

b 86% 0.45
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Item Facility (F) Discrimination (D)
5 a 94% 0.38
b 79% 0.52
c 62% 0.13
d 49% 0.16
e 76% 0.34
f 94% 0.17
6 33% 0.43
7 79% 0.44
8 51% 0.49
9 48% 0.50
10 29% 0.45
11 57% 0.47
12 a 73% 0.36
b 62% 0.53
13 73% 0.33
14 a 77% 0.43
b 96% 0.32
c 82% 043
d 57% 0.54
e 44% 0.31
f 69% 0.23
15 a 87% 0.38
b 64% 0.25
16 a 80% 0.43
b 58% 0.55

Table 13: Levels of Difficulty and Discrimination (English)

No. of
items
F = 40%- 60%; D = 0.4 or more (correct levels of difiity and discrimination) 8
F = 40%- 60%; D = more than 0.3 but less than 0.4 (correct levels of diffig 5
and discriminated sufficiently)
F = less than 40%; D = 0.3 or more (on the difficult side but discrimir 5
sufficiently)
F = more than 60%D = 0.3 or more (on the easy side but discriming 39
sufficiently)
F= 40%- 60%; D = below 0.3fécility level correct but item did not discrimina 1
sufficiently)
F = less than 40%; D = below 0.3 (on the difficult side and did not discrim 0
sufficiently)
F = more than 60%; D = below 0.3 (on the easy side and did not discrin 14
sufficiently)
Total 66

The values above show that students found many of the questions relatively easy, but
simultaneouslythese questions managed to eliéntiate well between different abylistudentsAs

for the case of Maltese paper, a number of students found a number of questions easy but these
guestions did not discriminate sufficiently students with different ability levels.

Item Analysis
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Table 14: Mathematics — A List of Items and their Facility and Discrimination Indices

ltem Indices
Facility (F) Discrimination (D)
Mental Paper
1 93% 0.34
2 92% 0.44
3 94% 0.41
4 81% 0.62
5 67% 0.67
6 56% 0.69
7 66% 0.63
8 60% 0.58
9 63% 0.70
10 83% 0.60
11 82% 0.64
12 67% 0.72
13 62% 0.57
14 85% 0.58
15 65% 0.59
16 52% 0.65
17 68% 0.61
18 64% 0.75
19 46% 0.51
20 38% 0.57
Written Paper
1 a 88% 0.59
b 90% 0.34
C 83% 0.67
d 62% 0.61
2 42% 0.57
3 27% 0.45
4 53% 0.64
5 a 75% 0.64
b 84% 0.62
6 a 66% 0.65
b 78% 0.49
7 a 68% 0.75
b 66% 0.75
C 88% 0.56
d 69% 0.68
e 77% 0.65
8 a 35% 0.63
b 35% 0.52
C 37% 0.52
9 a 66% 0.51
b 55% 0.68
10 a 69% 0.58
b 61% 0.64
C 47% 0.70
di 43% 0.69
d i 43% 0.69

Item Analysis
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Item Indices
Facility (F) Discrimination (D)

11 a 57% 0.54
b 30% 0.51

C 73% 0.45

d 34% 0.41

12 a 97% 0.24
b 83% 0.61

C 65% 0.61

d 89% 0.50

e 7% 0.69

13 a 95% 0.27
b 95% 0.32

C 67% 0.42

d 65% 0.64

14 a 39% 0.60
bi 45% 0.66

bii 61% 0.63

15 a 40% 0.53
b 58% 0.63

C 16% 0.35

16 38% 0.59

Table 15: Level of Difficulty and Discrimination (Mathematics)

No. of
ltems
F = 40%- 60%; D = 0.4 or more (correct levels offaitilty and discrimination) 14
F = 40%- 60%; D = more than 0.3 but less than 0.4 (correct levels of difficulty 0
discriminated sufficiently)
F = less than 40%; D = 0.3 or more (on the difficult side but discrimin 10
sufficiently)
F = more than60%; D = 0.3 or more (on the easy side but discrimin 40
sufficiently)
F= 40%- 60%; D = below 0.3fécility level correct but item did not discrimina 0
sufficiently)
F = less than 40%; D = below 0.3 (on the difficult side and did not discrim 0
sufficiently)
F = more than 60%; D = below 0.3 (on the easy side and did not discrir 2
sufficiently)
Total 66

The abovevalues showvthat students found many of the Mathematics questions relatively easy, but
at the same time these questions agma to differentiate well between students of different
abilities. A number of questions were neither too easy nor too difficult, yet they differentiated well
between students of different abilities. Only a small number of questions werediffitiiét side
andyet theydifferentiatel well between students of different abilities.

Item Analysis
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6. Conclusion

The 2015 End of the Primary BenchmarReport provides information directlyrelated tothe
teaching and learning processesamnools. Theaationale forthe Erd of Primary Benchmark is to
inform the learners as well as thegachers and parerdad other stakeholderabout performance

in the different skills at the end of the Primary Education cycle. This transition period is crucial for
all children and sucinformation should prove useful at the end of one cycle and the beginning of
another. The information presented in this report is in line with uhderlying principleof the End

of Primary Benchmark and should be used to support our mission that dtenhih Malta and
Gozo benefit from a quality education and develop skills that help them become lifelong learners.

Feedback on the content of this report as well as recommendations for improvement are welcome
and will be received by the Educational Assment Unit within théepartment ofCurriculum
Managementon the following emailaddress(eau@gov.mt Any clarifications may also be
addressed to the semnit.

The Educational Assessment Unit personnel, upon insitalty schoolsjs willing to provide
further support and information about the Ewdl Primary Benchmark, other summative
assessmentand assessment of learning.

Conclusion
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DI RETTORAT

KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI

Tel:

FLORIANA VLT 2000
MALTA

DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management

2598 2426 / 2598 2425

Email: gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt

LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X

Action Required: X

To:

From:

Subject:

Date: 17" October 2014

Ref: DCM 182/2014

All Heads of Prinary Schools (State and N@&tate) and Sections

Director, Curriculum Management

The End of Primary Benchmark 201%ublic Meetings for Parents

The Directoratdor Quality and Standards in Education is organising meetings for parents who have

children sitting for the End of Primary Benchmark 2015 as follows:

Date | Saturday 25 October 2014 Parents of children attending Primary Schools in
Venue St Ignatius College, following Collegesare invited:
Siggiewi Primary School Hall St Benedict College St Ignatius College
Time | 9.00ami 10.30am St Margaret College St Thomas More Collegg
Date | Saturday 8 November 2014 Parents of children attending Prima®¢hools in the
Venue St Clare College, following Colleges are invited:
San Gwann Primary School Hg Maria Regina College St Clare College
. ) St Gorg Preca College St Nicholas College
Time | 9.00ami 10.30am St Theresa College
Date | Saturday 8 November 2014
Venue St Clare College, Parents of children attending N&tate schools in
San Gwann Primary School Hg Malta
Time | 10.45am 12.15pm
Date | Wednesday 29October 2014
venue gc())zo C;ol(l)ege,s cecondar For parents of children attending in all Primary
oy Schools (State and NeState) in Gozo
Victoria
Time | 5.007 6.30pm

The meetings will focus on the different components of the End of Primary Benchmark, as well as

the Access Arrangements that will be available in the EndiofaPy Benchmark 2015.

Thank you for your collaboration.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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DIRETTORAT C
KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
FLORIANA VLT 2000
MALTA

DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management
Tel: 2598 2426 / 2598 2425 Email: gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt

LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 12" November 2014
Action Required: X Ref: DCM 211/2014

To: All Heads of Prinary Schools (State and N@&tate) and Sections

From: Director, Curriculum Management

Subject: End of Primary Benchmark, June 2015:

Request for Multiplication Tables and/or Reader in Mathematics

Request for Enlarged Print for Visually Impaired Children

Request for Communicator for Hearing Impaired Children

Request for Electronic Reader in Maltese and/or English Reading with Understanding
Request for Scribe iMaltese and/or English Writing

arwnE

1. The Educational Assessment Unit, in collaboration with the Specific Learning Difficulties
(SpLD) Unit and the School Psychological Service (SPS), invites schools to apply for the
above requests according to the following regulations. $leadchool are to bring these
regulations to the notice of teachers and parents of children sitting the June 2015 End of
Primary Benchmark.

2. Heads of School are therefore requested, in conjunction with the school INCO and the class
teacher, to identify thse children in Year 6 who, for any of the above requests, have been
assessed by SpLD, SPS or other professional bodies and have a relevant report identifying a
learning difficulty.

3. Requests for Readers apply for children who have scored belowytter i@ading level on a
recognized standardized reading test carried out afteb8dember 2013.

4. In the case of children with hearing impairment, Heads of School may apply for the service of
a Communicator for all components in Maltese, English and Mathegnati

5. Heads of School are to include children in Year 6 who have been referred to SPS and SpLD
before December 2014 for an assessment in connection with the above requests but have not
yet been assessed.

6. Heads of School are to note that the Readers fonénadtics and the Scribes for Maltese and
English will have to be provided by the school. In the case of the Reading with
Understanding (in both Maltese and English), a CD will be provided by the Educational
Assessment Unit but the school needs to prothdepersonnel to operate the equipment and
invigilate the students.
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All requests, duly entered on Application Form A, should be addressed to:
Ms M. Quattromani, Support Teacher
Educational Assessment Unit

coSanGor g Preca Coll ege
Girls’ Secondary School
Joseph Abela Scolaro Street

Hamr un

All schools are kindly requested to email a list of all the students (Name, Surname, ID Card
Number) who have applied for Access Arrangements (Form A) to
marina.quattromani@ilearn.edu.mt A hard copy of this list should also reach Ms
Quattromani together with the applications.

All application forms are to reach the Educational Assessment Unit by not latdfrttlan
12" December 2014

In all cases, the decision of the Reviewing Board for Requests for Access Arrangements is
final.

The application formKorm A) with guidelines for its completion, a consent form and declaration

are available online at:
http://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Benchmark/Genehaflormation/Pages/bm_2015.aspx

Thank you for your collaboration.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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DQSE/01/01/18
EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT UNIT For office use

FORM A: APPLICATION FORM to REQUEST:

MULTIPLICATION TABLE S AND/OR A READER IN MATHEMATICS

AN ENLARGED PRINT FO R VISUALLY IMPAIRED CHILDREN

A COMMUNICATOR FOR H EARING IMPAIRED CHIL DREN

AN ELECTRONIC READER IN MALTESE AND/OR ENGLI SH READING WITH
UNDERSTANDING

1 A SCRIBE IN MALTESE AND/OR ENGLISH WRITI NG

Examination for which application is made:End of Primary Benchmark015
(Refer to Letter Circular DCM211/2014)

= =4 =4 =4

Examining Authori Session Level
Educational Assessment Unit June 2056 Year 6

Please refer to the guidelines on page 5 before filling in this application form
(Please fill this application in Blue Ink)

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Studenb s Néaédreeé é € é ééStudent sdé Saié da@adné (Useblock letters)

IDCardNo. ééééeééeeéeé
Date of birth ééééeéeéeéée. D [Tickl/asaDcatMa}ale
Admi ssion Date in | ocal Primary School eEéééeeééé

Address eéeeéeééececeééececeééeecececeééeceeceééeececcté

Name of parent/ guardian éeéééééceéeééceéééeceééeceéece.

Mobile No. éééééééeée. ... Home T
Coll egeééeééeéceéeeéeeceéeecéeé

School éééééeéééeéeééeeéecée. Tel. No. éééeééeéééé
School email addresséééeéééeéééceéeéceeceeeeceeceeeceeé

N.B. If an application for Exemption has alsdbeen completed for this student, tick here. |:|

REQUEST FOR: [Tick V as applicable]

READER FOR MATHEMATICS ENLARGED PRINT |:|
(for Visually Impaired children)

MULTIPLICATION TABLES COMMUNICATOR
(for Hearing Impaired children)

ELECTRONIC READER FOR MALTESE

ELECTRONIC READER FOR ENGLISH I:I

SCRIBE FOR MALTESE SCRIBE FOR ENGLISH I:I
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REASON FOR REQUEST:

Please indicate and attach any relevant documentation to substantiate this request.

Document 1:

Document 2:

It is the responsibility of the Head of School:
¢ To attach all the relevant documentation to the completed form.
¢ To verify all evidence correct by endorsiagopy of the documents.

x In case of difficulty, please contact SpLD (Specific Learning Difficulties) and SPS (School
Psychological Service) Units on Tel 21234965 and 21242882 respectively.

x  Church Schools are to contact the Secretariat for Catholic Eolucathool Psychological
Serviceon Tel 27790060.

DECLARATION (to be signed by the Head ofSchool)

| confirm that the information provided on this form is accurate.

////////////

Name (Head of School) eééeeééeeéeéece
(in block letters)

Signatureé é € € é € € € é € é .. Dat e ¢€¢éEé/q

School Stamp

For office use only

Remarks
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STATEMENT OF CONSENT

| hereby give my consent to the Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education (DQSE) to
process and record personal and sensitive data herewith attached in order to be able to render me ol
any member of my family the servitam applying for.

| fully understand that:
¢ by opting out, my application cannot be processed.

¢ authorized personnel who are processing this information may have access to this data in order
to supply me or any member of my family with the service beipdjegpfor.

¢ edited information that would not identify me or any member of my family may be included in
statistical reports.

| know that | am entitled to see the information related to me or any member of my family, should |
ask for it in writing.

| am avare that, for the purpose of the Data Protection Act, the Data Controller is:
The Director, Curriculum Management, DQSE, Florianané: dcm@gov.mx

NAME OF STUDENT: DATE:

[]

| have read and understood this statement of consent myself.

This statement of consent was read and explained to me.

[]

(Tick V as applicable)

DATA SUBJECT READER (if applicable)

NAME of Parent /Guardian (in block letters) NAME of Reader (in block letters)

MOTHER [_| FATHER[ ] GUARDIAN [ ] | PROFESSION/ GRADE
(Tick V as applicable)

SIGNATURE SIGNATURE

ID CARD no. ID CARD no.

Directorate for Quality and Standards in Educatidviinistry for Education and Employment
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DIKIARAZZJ ONI TA” KUNSENS

Jiena -haQKEns IDlrettergtkgaalllrdwallt" -BEduka&joralmed ar d s
jipproUessa -kuarjsUoceminn fi eekgthauz tlj o n i personali u
llappli kazzjoni biex 1 kun | Hamiald) g -seikzligged! i 3 i
nitlob.

Jiena nifhem i
¢ j ekk ma n-afgrkazzjori, tadpipnl ilkazzjoni tiegki ma ti s

¢ sabiex jienajew ximembruthla mi | j a t i e g k i-servizz mitjub, parsani j i n gk ¢
awt or i zzjakdl |j i s gk Uitkerreagzjoni Reasbnalidi isemsittiva.

¢ Uerti d-ebdand majikxii d@ht it~ ti egki-f grmiwl jta ot ixe ¢
jistgku jia@u pproUessati gkal skopijiet ta
Jiena naf | i, bilimé kkkt urbg gkgriiedln dtilaildbrak un naf xo&i |

i Uo mDirettodat & a | _ Kwal it " -EdukaZZjonadwadi gew dwear xif nhembru tal
familja tiegki

Ji ena ko n xfipiwal-Adt Dwar il-Protpkzjarli W{Privatezza tadata, itkont r ol | ur
data personali huwa:

Id-Direttur tatTmexxija tatKurrikulu

|d-Direttorat &k a | Kwal i t "-Edukaz@jong-torchrmar d s f |

(L-Indirizz elettroniku dcm@gov.mx

ISEM L -ISTUDENT/A: DATA:

Jiena nikkonferma li din idlikjarazzjoni grajtha jiena stess u fhimt kollox. |:|

Din id-dikjarazzjoni ngrat lili u jiena fhimt kollox. |:|

(ImmarkaV fejn suppost)

MIN QIEG HED JAGHMEL IL -QARREJ/JA (jekk inhu tka U)
DIN ID -DIKJARAZZJONI

ISEMil-Geni t ur /( bkou stttaord ISEMil-Qarrejfja ( b6 i t t r i
OMM D MISSIERD KUSTODJUD PROFESSJONI / GRAD
(immarkaV/ fejn suppost)

FIRMA FIRMA

Numru tal -Karta tal -Identita Numru tal -Karta tal -Identita

Direttora gk al Kwal i-EdukazzjonB Miaistecig k eEBukaizzioni x-X o g k o |
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Guidelines on how to completéis application form for

Request

a) All the information on this application form should be entered by the school administration
ONLY.

b) Whenapplying for aSCRIBE, schools are requested to sen
Year 5 Annual examination (Half Yearly in case of absenteeism) writing scripts of Maltese
and/or English, depending for which written component the application is beirgg mad

c) The service of &ommunicator in the case of children with hearing impairment may be
requested for all componenets in Maltese, English and Mathematics.

d Complete the details of the ODECLARATI ONG
Educational Asessment Unit, the application must be endorsed by the Head of School. It is
the responsibility of the Head of School to make the request and to supply the information
required on the form.

e) Itisimportant that the STATEMENT OF CONSENT is duly compateEnglish, on page 3,
or in Maltese, on page 4.

f)  When astudent has applications for both a n Exemption and a Requestieads of school
are to ensure that:

- The box found on the front page of the Request application (Form A) is ticked.

- Both the RequediForm A) and Exemption (Form B) applications are to be signed by
the parent/guardian.

- Documents for EACH application ae to be attached.

- The applications (with the relevant and stapled documents) are to be sent together,
attached with a paper clip (not Slegh).

g) The orginal form together with another copy of this application should be sent to the
Educational Assessment UnitEACH application form (original and copy) should have
attached (preferably stapled) copies of all the documents relevant to theatpli
Remember to keep a copy of whatever you send to the Educational Assessment Unit.
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APPENDIX 3
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DIRETTORAT GH#,
KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
FLORIANA VLT 2000
MALTA

DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management

Tel: 2598 2426 / 2598 2425 Email: gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt
LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 12" November 2014

Action Required: X Ref: DCM 212/2014

To: All Heads of Primary (fate and NofState) and Sections

From: Director, Curriculum Management

Subject: End of Primary Benchmark, June 2015
Request for Exemption (Students with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities)

1. The Educational Assessment Unit invites schools to apply for requests for exemption for:
- Children following an alternative learning programme.
- Children functioning at, or below, Year 3 Primary standard.
- Childrenwith a severe disability may request an exemption from particular components in the
different subjects. For these children a scHmded assessment is recommended.

2. These regulations are to be brought to the attention of teachers and [aneletsce to substantiate
the request is necessary. The evidence required is that provided by the class teacher in collaboration
with the INCO and/or Complementary Teacher, or their equivalent, and endorsed by the Head of
School.

3. All requests, dulentered on Application Form B, should be addressed to:
Ms M. Quattromani, Support Teacher
Educational Assessment Unit

c/ o San Gorg Preca College
Girls’ Secondary School
Joseph Abela Scolaro Street

Hamr un

4. All schools are kindly requested to email a list of all the students (Name, Surname, ID Card
Number) who have applied for Exemption (Form Birtarina.quattromani@ilearn.edu.mt
A hard copy of this list should also reach Ms Quattromani together with the applications.

o1

All application forms are to reach the Educational Assessmenbynitt later than Friday,
12" December 2014

6. In all cases the decision of the Reviewing Board for Requests for Exemption.is final

The application formKorm B) with guidelines for its completion, a consent form and declaraten
available online athttp://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Benchmark/Genehadlormation/Pages/bm_2015.aspx

Thank you for your collaboration.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT UNIT For office use

FORM B: APPLICATION FORM FOR EXEMPT ION

(Students with Learning Difficulties and Disabilit)es

Examination for which application is made:End of Primary Benchmark

Examining Authori Session Level

Educational Assessment Unit June 2015 Year 6

Please refer to the guidelines opage 6 before filling in this application form.
(Please fill this application in Blue Ink.)

,,,,,,,,

Student 6s Nameéééééeééeéé Student OsDlockBittsy N a

D Card No. eéééeeeééce

Date of birth ééé¢ |ééé¢ |Female [rick v asapplicable]
n Cc

Admi ssion date i

al Primary School

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Address éeééeeéeééeéeéceéeceéececeéceecéeecéeece. e
u

Name of parent/ g

ardi an éééeéecééeeceéeéeecceé

Mobil e No. éééeéeéeéee. . .. Home Tel

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

School éeéeeéeeéeééeéececeécee Tel . No. eé

School emai | addresséééeécéeéececeeeceeececece

Refer to Letter Circular DCM 212/2014 dated 12 November 2014.

,,,,,,

s 7z 7z oz

,,,,,,

s 7

REASON FOR EXEMPTION - Learning Difficulties and Disabilities

N.B. If an application for REQUEST (for Reader / Multiplication Tables / Enlarged
Print / Communicator / Scribe) has also been completed for this student, tick here.

[Tick V as applicabl¢

A4

I Student is following an alternative learning programme and/or functioning at, or
Year 3 Primary standard. Give details.

A4

I Student has a severe disability that prevents access to the different componen
Benchmark. Give details.
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An exemption is being requested for the following components[Tick V as applicablg

Maltese
| The SPEAKING component

—_

The LISTENING COMPREHENSIONMomponent

—_

The READING COMPREHENSIONcomponent

—_

TheWRITING component

English
| The SPEAKING component

-

The LISTENING COMPREHENSIONomponent

-

TheREADING COMPREHENSIONcomponent

-

TheWRITING component

Mathematics
| MENTAL (Aural)

~

| WRITTEN

Pleasandicate and attachany relevant documentation to substantiate #gsiest.

~ ~ ~ ~

| core Competencies Checklists:|  Maltese | English | Mathematics

Document 1:

Document 2:

Appendices




(79

It is the responsibility of the Head of School:

¢
¢

To attachall the relevant documentationto the completed form.
To verify all evidence correctby endorsing a copy of the documents.

In case of difficulty, please contact SpLD (Specific Learning Difficulteesd SPS (School
Psychological Service) units on Tel 21234965 and 21242882 respectively.
Church Schools are to contact the Secretariat for Catholic Education, School Psychological

Service on Tel 27790060.

DECLARATION (to be signed by the Head ofSchool)

I confirm that the information provided on this form is accurate.

""""""

Name (Head of School) ééééeéeeeéééésd

(in block letters)

,,,,,,,,,,,

Signature éééééeéééeéée. . D3

School Stamp

For office use only

Remarks
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STATEMENT OF CONSENT

| hereby give my consent to the Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education (DQSE) to
process andecord personal and sensitive data herewith attached in order to be able to render me or
any member of my family the service | am applying for.

| fully understand that:
¢ by opting out, my application cannot be processed.

¢ authorised personnel who are progagshis information may have access to this data in order
to supply me or any member of my family with the service being applied for.

¢ edited information that would not identify me or any member of my family may be included in
statistical reports.

| know that | am entitled to see the information related to me or any member of my family, should |
ask for it in writing.

| am aware that, for the purpose of the Data Protection Act, the Data Controller is:
The Director, Curriculum Management, DQSE, Floriaean&il: dcm@gov.mk

NAME OF STUDENT: DATE:

[]

| have read and understood this statement of consent myself.

This statement of consent was read and explained to me.

[]

(Tick V' as applicable)

DATA SUBJECT READER (if applicable)

NAME of Parent /Guardian (in block letters) NAME of Reader (in block letters)

MOTHER | | FATHER [ | GUARDIAN [ | | PROFESSION/GRADE
(Tick V' as applicable)

SIGNATURE SIGNATURE

ID CARD no. ID CARD no.

Directorate for QualityandStandards in EducatidnMinistry for Education and Employment
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DI KIJARAZZJONI TA” KUNSENS

Jiena -khagkehs |-Diretergtkdi all i Kiwal i t = -Edukafzjoribied a r d s
J 1 ppsga Ue sj Uockmanr stiaekni ntfilbergnkauz zlj on i personal i u
applikazzjoni biex 1 kun | i-fsamiol jjosetz & gedii | s
nitlob.

Jiena nifhem li:

¢ j ekk ma n-afgrkazzjori, taggl rk alz zj oni ti egki ma tista

¢ sabiex jiena jew xi membru thl a mi | j%av t i-@lg'iﬁgimitll,ibj parsuRi awtosizzagi
jistgku j kol | hioformazzidh pessenaligi keadittivad i n |

c Uerti _ d-ebda neodl maijikxflri d & ht it " tivegRi-fjami/vlyaétkéq
jistgku ji&u pproUessat:. gkal skopijiet ta
Jiena naf | i, jmeEkkk urbg gkgriedln dtilaildbrak o Inaf x&i |

i Uo mDirettodat & a | _ Kwal i t 7Tl-EdukaZZjonadwadi gew dwear xi membru tal
familja tiegki
Ji ena k on xfinital-At Dwar il-Protekzjarli uPrivatezza tadata, itk ont r ol | ur

data personali huwa:

Id-Direttur tat Tmexxija tatKurrikulu
|d-Direttorat &k a | K w a | dards fiEdukazjong-toriana.
(L-Indirizz elettronikudcm@gov.mx

ISEM L -ISTUDENT/A: DATA:
Jiena nikkonferma li din idlikjarazzjoni grajtha jiena stess u fhimt kollox. |:|
Din id-dikjarazzjoningrat lili u jiena fhimt kollox. |:|

(ImmarkaV fejn suppost)

MIN QIEG HED JAGHMEL IL -QARREJ/JA (jekk inhu tk a U
DIN ID -DIKJARAZZJONI

ISEMil-Geni tur /( bkou stttord | ISEMil-Qarrejfja (b 6i t t ri
OMM |:| MISSIER |:| KUSTODJU |:| PROFESSJONI/ GRAD
(ImmarkaV fejn suppost)

FIRMA FIRMA

Numru tal-Karta tal -Identita Numru tal -Karta tal -Identita

Id-Di rettorat gk al -EdukazdjonitMinisteru déatl-Bduldzzjondus-X d d k o |
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Guidelines on how to complete this application form:
Exemption (Students with Learning Difficulties ashDisabilities)

a) All the information on this application form should be entered by the school administration
ONLY.

b) For children with severe coordination difficulties, a report from an occupational therapist is
required for the purpose of an exemptiomira particular component.

c) In the case of students in state schools who have checklists, schools are requested to attach a
copy of these checklists with their application.

d Complete the details of the ODECLARATI ON6 or
Educational Assessment Unit, the application must be endorsed by the Head of School. It is the
responsibility of the Head of School to request the Exemption/s and to supply the information
required on the form.

e) Itisimportant that the STATEMENT OF QGBENT is duly completed in English, on
page 4pr in Maltese, on page 5.

f) When astudent has applications for botha Request and an ExemptionHeads of school are
to ensure that:

- The box found on the front page of the Exemption applicatiom{B) is ticked.

- Both the Request (Form A) and Exemption (Form B) applications are to be signed by
the parent/guardian.

- Documents for EACH application are to be attached.

- The applications (with the relevant stapled documents) are to be sent togettieedatta
with a paper clip (not stapled).

g) The original form together with another copyof this application should be sent to the
Educational Assessment UrBACH application form (original and copy) should have attached
(preferably stapled) copies of all tdecuments relevant to the application. Remember to keep a
copy of whatever you send to the Educational Assessment Unit.
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DI RETTORAT

KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management
Tel: 2598 2426 / 2598 2425 Email: gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt
LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 12" November 2014
Action Required: X Ref: DCM 213/2014

To: All Heads of PrimaryState and No#state) and Sections

From: Director, Curriculum Management

Subject: End of Primary Benchmark, June 2015
Request for Exemption (Expatriates and Returned Migrants)

1. The Educational Assessment Unit invites schools to apply for requests for exemption from

English and/or Maltese for children of expatriates and returned migrants.

2. Heads of school may ONLY apply for an exemption if the student has not followsdjezt
curriculum during the last two years of Primary school in Malta or Gozo.

3. This request needs to be supported by an authenticated copy of the official Letter of Admission

to School of a Foreign Pupil/Student or other relevant documentation necéssattys
exemption.

4. Heads of school are to bring these regulations to the attention of teachers and parents of children

sitting the June 2015 End of Primary Benchmark.

5. All requests, duly entered on Application Form C, should be addressed to:

Mr N. Bezzina, Support Teacher
Educational Assessment Unit

cloSanGor g Preca Coll ege
Girls’ Secondary School
Joseph Abela Scolaro Street

Hamr un

6. All application forms are to reach the Educational Assessment Umbblater than Friday
12" December 2014

7. In all cases the decision of the Reviewing Board for RequesExemption is final.

The application formKorm C) with guidelines for its completion, a consent form and declaration

are available online at:
http://lcurriculum.gov.mt/en/Benchmark/Genetaformation/Pages/bm_2015.aspx

Thank you for your collaboration.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT UNIT For office use

FORM C: APPLICATION FORM FOR EXEMPTION
(Expatriates and Returned Migrants)

Examination for which application is made:End of Primary Benchmark 2015

Examining Authori Session Level
Educational Assessment Unit June 2015 Year 6

Please refer to the guidelines on page 5 before filling in this applicationrfa

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

7

Student 6s Nameééééeeéééé Surname ézehi@kéetrerd € €. € é e
| D Card/ Passport No. ééééeéeeeeéeé
Date of birth ééél:'ééééD [Tick V where applicable] Mal e

Address éééeeceééececeééececeééececeeééeecececcet

Name of parent/ geaEréekiécdr éeeeeéd

Mobil e No. eéeééééeée. . Home Tel. No .
Coll egeéééeeééeceééeéeéeeéé.

School ééééééeéeeéeéeeeéeécéeeeece Tel . No. ¢ééé
School emai l addresséééééeéeéeéeéeéeeeeceeecece
Dateofad mi ssi on into Primary schacdléiéreg i n

"""

,,,,,

rrrrrr

Mal t a/

EXEMPTION FROM ENGLISH and/or MALTESE
for Expatriates and Returned Migrants
as per Letter Circular DCM 213/2014 dated 12th November 2014

[Tick V as applicable]

~

~ ~

All components | Mmaltese | English

Or the following components:

~

~

~

~

~ ~

The SPEAKING component | Mmaltese | English
TheLISTENING COMPREHENSION cmponent T Maltese T English
TheREADING COMPREHENSION component T Maltese T English
The WRITINGcomponent T Maltese T English
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It is the responsibility of the Head 8thool:

¢ To attach a copy of thieetter of Admission to School of a Foreign Pupil/Studenand/orany
other relevant documentationto the completed form.

¢ Toverify all evidence correctby endorsing the document/s attached.

¢ To state clearly (on page the exact date when the student started primary schooling in
Malta or Gozo.

DECLARATION (to be signed by the Head ofSchool)

| confirm that the information provided on this form is accurate.

,,,,,,,,,,,

Name (Head of School) éééééeeeeéécésd

(in block letters)
Sgned ééééééeééeeé. . Dat e €

School Stamp

For office use only

Received on Acknowledged on

Missing Doaiments

Remarks
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STATEMENT OF CONSENT

| hereby give my consent to the Directorate for Quality atahdards in Education (DQSE) to
process and record personal and sensitive data herewith attached in order to be able to render me ol
any member of my family the service | am applying for.

| fully understand that:
¢ by opting out, my application cannot bepessed.

¢ authorised personnel who are processing this information may have access to this data in order
to supply me or any member of my family with the service being applied for.

¢ edited information that would not identify me or any member of my family lmeayncluded in
statistical reports.

| know that | am entitled to see the information related to me or any member of my family, should |
ask for it in writing.

| am aware that, for the purpose of the Data Protection Act, the Data Controller is:
The Diredor, Curriculum Management, DQSE, Florianamnfail: dcm@gov.mx

NAME OF STUDENT: DATE:

[]

| have read and understood this statement of consent myself.

This statement of consewas read and explained to me.

[]

(Tick V' as applicable)

DATA SUBJECT READER (if applicable)

NAME of Parent /Guardian (in block letters) NAME of Reader (in block letters)

MOTHER [_] FATHER [ | GUARDIAN [ _]| PROFESSION / GRADE
(Tick V' as applicable)

SIGNATURE SIGNATURE

ID CARD no. ID CARD no.

Directorate for QualityandStandards in EducatidnMinistry for Education and Employment
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DI KIJARAZZJONI TA” KUNSENS

Jiena -kmgkehns IDlrettergtkga b Kwalital u Standards {fEdukazzjoni biex
jipproUessaklarjswcemlmntftlwﬂgrtkauzzlljon| personali u
appli kazzjoni biex ikun |ji-fsdamidl jjaserthdr & gedii | $
nitlob.

Jiena niflem li:
¢ j ekk ma n-afgrkazzjori, tadpipnl ilkazzjoni tiegki ma ti s

¢ sabiex jiena jew xi membru thla mi | j a ti -eegvllm mitljibi pergunisawtarizzati
jistgku | kol | hinofoormaazidtl pessenaligikediiva. d i n |

¢ Uer ti d-ehldamdd ma jikdfuildenbtli t ~ t i egki ta-eavmitlajoa xtii
jistgku jia@u pproUessati gkal skopijiet ta

Jiena naf i, jnmekkk urba gdgritedin dtilaildorak tori | ngakfe dx 6 i |
i Uo maADirettodat &« a | Kwal it " -EdukaZjoradwariajewddsvar ki Imembru
takf ami | ja tiegki

Ji ena k o n xfipital-Adt Dwar il-Protekzjari uPrivatezza tadata, itk ont r ol | ur
data personali huwa:

Id-Direttur tat Tmexxija tatKurrikulu
|d-Direttorat &k a | Kwal i t "-Edukaz@jong-torchmar d s f |
(L-indirizz elettroniku:dcm@gov.mk

ISEM L -ISTUDENT/A: DATA:
Jiena nikkonferma li din idlikjarazzjoni grajtha jiena stess u fhimt kollox. |:|
Din id-dikjarazzjoningrat lili u jiena fhimt kollox. |:|

(ImmarkaV/ fejn suppost)

MIN QIEG HED JAGHMEL IL -QARREJ/JA (jekk inhutk a O)
DIN ID -DIKJARAZZJONI

ISEMil-Geni t ur /( bkou stttaord ISEMil-Qarrejfja ( b6 i t t ri
OMM D MISSIER D KUSTODJUD PROFESSJONI / GRAD
(ImmarkaV fejn suppost)

FIRMA FIRMA

Numru tal -Karta tal -ldentita Numru tal -Karta tal -ldentita

d-Di rettorat gk al -EdukazdjonitMinisteru déatl-Bduldzzjondus-X d d k o |
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d)

f)

87
Guidelines on how to complete

this application form

All the information on this application form should be enterkd the school
administration ONLY .

Ensure that theorrect application form (i.eSession: June @15) is completed and sent to
the Educational Assessment Unit.

This application form shoullOT be sent in duplicatélhe original application form is
required by the Educational Assessment Unit. Remember to keep a copy of whatever you
send to the Educatnal Assessment Unit.

Complete the details of the ODECLARATI ONO®
of School to request the Exemption/s and to supply the information required on th&nform.
order to be accepted by the Educational Assessmehinit, the application and all
relevant documentation must be endorsed by the Head of School

It is important that the STATEMENT OF CONSENT is duly completed in English, on
page 3por in Maltese, on page 4.

Schools shouldNOT apply if a student doesoh qualify for an exemption (according to
Letter Circular DCM2132014 dated.2 November 2014).
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DI RETTORAT

KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management
Tel: 2598 2426 / 2598 2425 Email:  gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt

LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 14" November 2014
Action Required: X Ref: DCM 217/2014
To: All Heads of NonState Primary Schools and Sections

From: Clare Wiggi Education Officer, Assessment of Learning

Subject: Expression of Intent to Participate in the June 2015 End of Primary Benchmark

Church and Independent Schools are being invited to enrol students for the June 2015 End of
Primary Benchmark.

Schools that enrol and participate in these Benchmark assessments will be obliged toategister
students in Year 6 Exemptions wi only be allowed for exceptional cases after a professional
review.

Heads of School are therefore kindly requested to express their intention to participate in the June
2015 Benchmark by filling in the attached form which has to reach the EducatisedsAsent

Unit by not later than Friday, 12" December 2014 The completed form is to be emailed to
Clare Wigg (Education Officen clare.marie.wigg@ilearn.edu.mt

For your information the End of Pniary Benchmark Report 2014 will soon be available online at:
http://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Pages/Home.aspx

Thank you for your attention.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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DQSE/01/01/49

Department of Curriculum Management

Expression of Intent to Participate in the End of Primary Benchmark

June 2015

NAME OF SCHOOL:

EXPRESSION OF INTENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE JUNE 2015 END OF PRIMARY BENCHMARK:

[ ] YES
[ ] NO

(Please tick where applicable)

The information below is required only if the school intends to participate.

SCHOOL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE/MOBILE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

NUMBER OF YEAR 6 STUDENTS ON SCHOOL REGISTER:

BELOW PLEASE WRITE ANY C OMMENTS YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE:

Kindly send this formby email to Clare Wigg onclare.marie.wigg@ilearn.edu.mtby not later than
Friday 12 December 2014 In case of difficulty, please contattie Educational Assessment Unit on
2598 2137/ 80/ 86.

Appendices


mailto:clare.marie.wigg@ilearn.edu.mt

(92)

APPENDIX 6
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DI RETTORAT

KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management
Tel: 2598 2426 / 2598 2425 Email:  gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt

LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 20" January 2015
Action Required: X Ref: DCM 023/2015
To: All Heads of Prinary and Secondary Schools (State and-Btate) and Sections
From: Director, Curriculum Management

Subject: Markers for the June 2015 End of Primary Benchmark

Applicationsare invited from all teaching grades in possession of a permanent Teacher's Warrant
and performing duties in State, Church and Independent Schools who wish to be considered to act
as markers in the June 2015 End of Primary Benchmark. Primary Year 6r$eachealso
encouraged to participate in this process.

Teachers are to note that the candi datesd det

The subjects to be marked atfenglish, MalteseandMathematics. More than one subject may be
applied for, buselected applicants will be asked to act as markers in one subject only.

Markers will be remunerated at the following rates:

Listening Comprehension + Reading Comprehension (Languagq u 1 . 2
Creative Writing (Languages) al. 2
Mental + Written Mathenatics Paper al. 2

Conditions

The selected markers:

1 must be available to fulfil their duties from the first week of June 2015 till the publication of the
results;

1 must regard the whole exercisesaisctly confidential (including the notification of the

appointment to act as markers);

must not mark scripts in schools or in any public place;

will be subject to monitoring and will have their marked scripts moderated during the marking

process;

1 who are employed in state schools must provide the Edudafissessment Unit with their
ilearn email address Other markers should provide an email address which is frequently used,;

1 may be precluded from continuing to mark if their marking is found to be unreliable and
inconsistent.

= =4
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Duties

Markers will be equired to:

1 attend two Ceordination Meetings. Those who fail to attend these meetings will not be allowed
to mark any scripts;

1 collect and return scripts on the appointed date and at the appointed time;

1 mark scripts allocated to them and record markstreleically in accordance with instructions;

1 write short reports on certain aspects of the examination as required;

1 perform any other duties assigned that are related to the marking exercise.

Failure to abide by the above conditions, and/or failure Wy cart the duties assigned to a marker,
may result in the termination of his/her employment as marker and forfeiture of payment due for
work already performed.

Officers wishing to be considered to act as markers are asked to fill in the relevant Applicati
eForm, which can be accessather directly on this link:
https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=CreEYr30Z6rbCLK%2AnIw1Q

or on the Department of Curriculum Management websh#p://curriculum.gov.mt under the
section End of Primary Benchmark General Informati@®15.

All e-applications, together with attached copies of relevant documentations, are to be submitted
electronically to Ms Juli Gatt by notlater than noon of Friday 6" February 2015 Late
applications will not be considered. Applicants will receive an automatically generated electronic
acknowledgement when they submit their application. In case of any difficulties, kintbcto

Ms Julie Gatt (25982132) or Ms Carmen Muscat (25982186).

The decision of the Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education in the selection of markers is
final.

Thank you for your attention.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI

DI RETTORAT DIRECTORATE FOR
QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

FLORIANA VLT 2000
MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management

Tel: 2598 2426 / 2598 2425 Email: gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt
LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 22" January 2015

Action Required: X Ref: DCM 024/2015

To: All Heads of Primary Schools (Staded NonState) and Sections

From: Clare Wiggi Education Officer, Assessment of Learning

Subject: Timetable and Guidelines for the End of Primary Benchriaikne 2015

1. Timetable for the End of Primary Benchmark —June 2015 (First Session)

The first session of the End of Primary Benchmark will be held according to the attached timetable.
Please ensure that this timetable is brought to the attention of all teachers and rpats
concerned. It is to be noted that few changes have been made to the timetable to space out the
assessments better.

2. Guidelines for the June 2015 End of Primary Benchmark

In order to ensure the smooth running of the End of Primary Benchinegkis of School are to
take note of the End of Primary Guidelines, which have been updated for the June 2015 session,
thanks to the feedback from the different stakeholders.

A copy of these guidelines is attached.

Below please find a summary diet mainchanges:

In the Speaking Component, in both Maltese and English, the number of tests will dhategd of
the usual 15 sets, there will be eight for the first session and two new sets $ecdhe
session. This means that when there are more thatudénts in a class, the same task will be used
with two pairs of students. The two pairs should immediately follow one another.

In the Speaking Component, in both Maltese and English, there will be some additienal sub
themes for the interview part. Tleesvill include: Shopping, School Outings, House and
Home Environment, Health and Body Care, and People Who Help Us.

In Mathematics there will be a Warmer in the Mental Paper, an extra question at the
beginning of the test that will not be awarded markssTs to help students focus on the
speaker6s voice and f a mAddlitionaltime sikbe alldtaehferehis v e s
guestion.
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- In the Mathematics Written Paper, working space will be introduced in questions that require
working.

- Theprocedure used in the electronic Reading Assistance in the Maltese and English Reading
Comprehension papers will be slightly different from last y&he texts will be read twice at
a speed which is slightly slower than normal speed. The rest of thedpreceemains
unchanged.

For your information the End of Primary Benchmark Report 2014 will be available online at:
http://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Benchmark/Genehalormation/Pages/bm_2014.aspx

Thank you for your attention.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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Timetable
END OF PRIMARY BENCHMARK
JUNE 2015
FIRST SESSION
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday
26 May 27 May 28 May 29 May 1 June 2 June
8.451 9.45 8.451 9.45 8.451 9.15 8.451 9.00
(60 minutes) (60 minutes) (30 minutes) (15 minutes)
Maltese English Maltese Mathematics
Writing Writing Listening Mental Paper
Comprehension
Maltese English ” " ” ”
) . 9.4571 10.15 9.451 10.15 9.1571 10.00 9.001 9.15
Speaking Speaking 30 min Break 30 min Break 45 min Break 15 min Break
Component | Component
10.15i1 11.05 10.157 11.05 10.001 10.30 9.151 10.45
(50 minutes)* (50 minutes)* (30 minutes) _
Maltese English English (11‘130”"”.)
Reading Reading Listening Mat ematics
Comprehension Comprehension Comprehension Written Paper

* Students with a Reader will have an additional 30 minutes

N.B. On Thursday 28 & Friday 29 May, thensol may use the remaining time after 11.05 as a contingency for the Maltese and English Speaking
Components.
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End of Primary Benchmark Guidelines

June 2056

1. The Head of School is the Head of Centre and is fully responsible for the smooth running of the
Benchmark in his/her school.

2. On each day of the Benchmark, schools will be receiving the relevant examination papers together with
CDs which will be used during the Listening component of Maltese and Enatidlior the Mental
Mathematics paperSchools areto ensure beforehand that the necessary electronic apparatus for
playing the CD is fully functional in every classroom and that teachers are familiar with its
operation. If, on the day, the CD or the equipment do not function properly, the school malyeuse
transcript that will be provided by the Educational Assessment Unit. If the envelope containing this
script is opened, a note should be written to inform the Educational Assessment Unit of the reason why
this has been opened.

CDs will also be provida for the Reading Comprehension for those students requiring a Reader as part
of their access arrangements. A Spare CDs are sent to each centre to ensure that there are enough spare
for emergencies.

The CDs are checked before being sent to schools; movfethere is a fault with the CD, the school is
requested to return back the faulty CD to the Educational Assessment Unit.

3. The examination papers will be packed in envelopes containing the number of papers needed for each
particular class. An envelope ontaining additional papers to replace any faulty ones will also be
provided to the Head of SchooBt the end of the session, the scripts must be sorted according to the
Attendance List. All scripts, used and unused, must be put back in the appropriatenvelope and
sealed.

4. Schools are to ensure that an authorised person is at the school.@@m bnwards to receive the
Benchmark materialAt the end of the session, personnel should be available to hand over the envelopes
containing the scripts, indlling the extra papers, to the authorised driver calling for their collection.

5. Once again, the font that will be used in the 2015 End of Primary Benchmark wildika and the
paper will be cream.

6. The Speakingcomponent will be assessed by two teachgmsferably the class teachers, in case the
number of classes is even. If the number of classes is odd, then the class teacher has to be accompaniec
by a Complementary or Literacy teacher or a teacher nominated by the Head of Bobdeachers are
to begiven the Speaking Component pack a few minutes prior to the start of the assessments so that they
have enough time to familiarise themselves with the tasks.
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7.

8.

10.

The Benchmark sessions will take place as follows:

Tuesday 26May 2015 T MalteseSpeaing
Wednesday 27 May 2015 | EnglishSpeaking
Thursday 28 May 2015 ! Maltesewriting

Maltese Reading Comprehension

Eriday 29 Mav 2015 i EnglishWriting
rnday ay English Reading Comprehension

Monday 1 June 2015 T Maltese Lisening Comprehension
English Listening Comprehension

Tuesdav 2 June 2015 ) Mathemat!cs Me_ntal
y Mathematics Written

During the Benchmark sessions, teachers are to ensure that studentshlugeirblack ink. However,
work can be arssed out in pencil he use of biros with erasable ink, correcting fluid and correcting
rolls are not allowed

Before each Benchmark sessiteachers are tostructstudentgo check their scripts to ensure that they
have all the pages and that alVbdeen printed.

ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS

1 The duration of each component includéstra Time. This implies that Extra Time is being
provided to all candidates.

1 The class teacher has to act aBrampter in the classroom being invigilated, if antchenever
requred.

1 For children with writing difficulties due to physical conditions (e.g. broken armpthanuensis
has to be provided by the school.

1 Enlarged prints and other special examination requirements will be provided as per Letter Circular
DCM 217/2014.

1 Heaing impaired candidates may be assigneC@mmunicator as per Letter CirculaDCM
2112014 TheComm ni cat or wi | | be provided by the Stud

1 For students with reading difficulties, an electronic reader with be provided foRé¢heing
Comprehension (in both Maltese and English).CD will be provided by the Educational
Assessment Unit but the school needs to provide the personnel to operate the equipment and
invigilate the studentsaé per Letter Circular DCNM11/2014.
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It is impottant to note thaor this access arrangement provision
- The txts will be read twice, electronicallgt a speed which is slightly slow
than normal speed.
- Questions will be read twice and there will be long pauses which will g
students to answer tlygiestions.
- The text will be projected on screen and highlighted as it is read.
background colour for the text that will appear on screen is cream.

1 In the Maltese and English Writing componerasSaibe (to transcribe illegible wordsinay be
providedas per Letter Circular DCN1172014. ThisScribe if needed, will have to be provided by
the school.

It is important to note thahe procedure to be followed when a Scribe is provided
follows:

- The student must be allowed to complete the task fir
- Then, theScribecan ask the child to read out all the words which are totally
illegible.

- TheScribewrites, in agreenpen, the word that the child intended to write,
using the correct spelling.

1 Inthe case of MathematicsReeaderfor the Writtensession may be provided as per Letter Circular
DCM 211/2014. This Reader, if needed, will have to be provided by the school.

11. EXEMPTIONS

All children are expected to sit the Benchmark examinations. However, children who fulfil certain
requirements maye exempted from all or parts of tlend of PrimaryBenchmark as per Letter
Circulas DCM 212/2014 andletter DCM 213/2014

Class invigilators are to ensure that children who aemgted or absent from an
component should be marked as such
or OExempteddé written on the front
The candidatebés full name a n etopipartdoétike
front page The script should be ieged in the envelope wuth the other scriptg

Index Number order.
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12. EXAMINATION SYLLABI

The Benchmark will be based on the State Primary Syllabi for Maltese, English and Mathematics. These
syllabi may be retrieved from http://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Curriculum/Y eatsto-6/Pages/default.aspx

In addition, the following guidelines regarding the fotrafthe Benchmark examination papers are to be
noted:

ENGLISH and MALTESE

The language papers will consistftolirc o mponent s, as shown in the t
Component Weighting Duration of Examination
Listening / 20 % 30 minutes
Speaking |/ 20 % 10 minutes
Reading / Qari 30 % 50 minutes
Writing / Kitba 30 % 60 minutes

Listening (20%)
There will betwo listening tasks:

1 The first task willconsist of ashort text or @mall number of short texts about 300 words
such asdialogues conversationsannouncementsnonologuesinstructions directions
descriptionsandnews bulletinsincludingweather reports

1 The second task wile abou600 words long and it wikonsist of amonologuedialogue or
conversation.

Students will be asked tarite words or numbers in gapsark a statement as TruEalse or No
Information Given; underlinecircle, or tick the correct answer; matchcomplde grids with
information; and label pictures or simple diagrams.

1 Students will listeriwice to the recordings of both texts, including questions. Students will be
asked to:
1. listen to the text and they may begin to work out the task/s as they listen;
2. listen to the questions and answer as they listen;
3. listen to the text for a second time;
4. listen to the questions for a second time and complete the task/s as they listen.
Students will be allowed some time to check their answers.

Speaking (20%)

In the Speakin@€omponent, in both Maltese and English, the number of tests will chiaisgead of

the usual 15 setshére will be eight for the first session and two new sets for the second session.
This means that when there are more than 16 students in a clasanthéask will be used with two
pairs of studentsThe two pairs shoulsnmediately followone amther.
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Students will be assess@atpairs. Each student will work ofour speaking tasks.

T
T

The first isthe Warmer it-T k e jwhichjisaot assessed.

Thesecond isan Interview I-Intervistaand each student will be asked questions on two topics.
As from 2015, there will be some additional topics. These incl8depping, School Outings,
House and Home Environment, Health and Body Care, and People Whb&lel

The third and fourth tasks will consist of two of the followipmpare and Contrast / Qabbel
Inverted Interview / Stagsini IntiSingle Picture / Stama  Wa Riduse Story / Stampa
Storja; or Thematic Picture / Stampa dwar Tema

More information can be found dnttp://schoolnet.gov.mt/oraltests/OralTestsHandbook. pdf

Reading (3@%)

The reading component will comprise two parts:

T

The first part will consist of one of the following texesdiagram or picture or set of pictures
with some textsimple timetables and schedylehort texts such as noticesigns poders
instructions directions advertisemenidblurbs and messages.

Students will be asked to carry out any of the following taskite words or numbers in gaps
underline circle, tick, match complete grids with informatigrand label pictures osimple
diagrams

The second part will consist of a text, fiction or ffartion, of approximately500 words. The
text will be split up into sections with questions set on each section. Questions will also be set on
the whole text.

Students will be sked to answer a range of comprehension questions requiring theriteto

words or numbers in gapanderling circle, or tick the correct answematch mark a statement

as True, Falseor No information givencomplete a gridandconstruct a responseKnowledge

about language may also be assessed. For the constructed response questions, answers need nc
be in full but they have to be sufficient to show comprehension.

Writing (30%)

There will be a short writing task (10%) and a long writing task (2@6hventions of spelling,
punctuation, and grammar apply in both writing taskd aill be assessed accordinglyhe pre
writing task (the plan) will not be assessed for accuracy.

The short writing task will require students to write between 50 and @&@swon one of the
following: a note / messagan informal email; an invitation; a notice; an advertisement; a short
dialogue; instructions; directions; or a short paragraph about a topic.

T

Students will choose one of two writing tasks. Both writinggasill be of the same text type
(for example, a short dialogue) but will consist of two content areas (such as, a dialogue about a

missed school outing or a dialogue about planning to meet for sport practice).
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The long writing task will require students write between 140 and 200 words on one of the
following: an informal letter; a writeup of an event; an article; or a short story for the school
magazine or a similar publication intended for young students

In the case of Maltese, in line with tlarrent official primary syllabus, the long writing task may
also includea dialogue

1 Students will also choose frotwo writing tasks both representing the same text type but having
a different content area. Students will be asked to plan their writhng prewriting task (the
plan) is to allow students to use the range of strategies available to them to plan their work. The
pre-writing task carries a maximum of 4 marks out of a total of 20 marks allotted to the long
writing task.

More information on the prewriting task can be found on
http://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Benchmark/Genelaflormation/Pages/default.aspx

MATHEMATICS

The Mathematics Benchmark examioatis made up of two papers:
1 aMental paperwhich carries 20% of the marks and is 15 minutes long;

1 aWritten paper which carries 80% of the global mark and is 1 hourZwhinutes long.

Please note the following changes in Mathematics as frof 201

1 There will be a Warmer in the Mental Paper, an extra question begiening of the
test that wild.l not be awarded mar ks
voice and familiarise themselves with the tégiditional time will be allocated fof
this question.

1 In the Written Paper, working space will be introddcin questions that requir
working. Candidates are encouraged to use this space for their working. Howev
use of this space is not compulsory.

The Mental Paper (20%)

The Mental paper is made up afwarme andtwenty short questions which are read twice, in
successionThe questions are graded and divided into three sections. There are some easy questions
at the beginning and some harder ones at the end.

The time interval between one question and andtrexnswering each question in each section is as

follows:
the firstquestionsé . . 5 second intervals
the next 10 questions é.. 10 second
the remaining 5 questions é.. 20 sec

Students will neither be penalised nor awaréatra marks if they jot down notes and do their
working on the Mental paper.
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The Written Paper (80%)

The written paper covers all the four strands of the mathematics curriculum, that is, Number and

Algebra; Measures, Shape and Space; Data Handlin§m=dem Solving. The paper is made up of

16 questions. The first four questions carry a total of 16 marks and test simple basic skills. The

foll owing eight questions carry a total of 40
the four strads of the syllabus. The last four questions have a total of 24 marks and are more

demanding nommoutine questions.

These questions require the application of mathematical knowledge and reasoning to solve more
challenging problems.

RETURN OF SCRIPTS

A sample of scripts will be kept by the Educational Assessment Unit for archiving and research
purposes. The rest of the scripts will be returned to schools in Octolieta2bd used formatively
by each shool.

REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE

The school may request a review of performance if there is evidence of a discrepancy between the
student 6s performance throughout t,f(aeleastea2506 and
performance discrepancyBuch request for the review of the penfiance must be received by the
Educational Assessment Unit witHime working days after the school receives the result.
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Summary of Changes for End of Primary Benchmark 20%

- In the Speaking Component, in both Maltese and English, the numbersofiiéshange:
Instead of the usual 15 sets, there will be eight for the first session and two new
the second session. This means that when there are more than 16 students in a
same tashkwill be used with two pairs of student¥he two pairs shouldimmediately

follow one amther.

- In the Speaking Component, in both Maltese and English, there will be some adc
subthemes for the interview parthese includeShopping, School Outings, House 3§

Home Environment, Health and Body Camed People Who Help Us

- In Mathematics there will be a Warmer in the Mental Paper, an extra question
beginning of the test that will not be awarded marks. This is to help students focus
speakerds voice and f asnAddiiomsaltime vell be dlleacates
for this question.

- In the Mathematics Written Paper, working space will be introduced in question

require working.

- The procedure used in the electronic Reading Assistance in the Maltese and
Reading Cmprehension papers will be slightly different from last y&he texts will be
read twice at a speed which is slightly slower than normal speed. The rest

procedure remains unchanged.
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DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

DI RETTORAT

KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management
Tel: 25982426 / 2598 2425 Email: gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt

LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 31%' January 2015
Action Required: X Ref: DCM 042/2015
To: All Heads of Primary Schools (State and Netate) and Sections

From: Carmen Muscat Education Officer (Assessment of Learning)

Subject: Training for the Speaking Component of the End of Primary Benchmark

Heads of School are to note that training for the Speaking Component of the End of Primary
Benchmark will be held for those teachers teaching Year 6 classes for the first time. These will
include newly qualied teachers and teachers who are teaching Year 6 this year but who have not
taught Year 6 classes in the past four years.

Complementary teachers and/or Assistant Heads who might be required to act as interlocutors or
assessors for the Speaking Compong the 2015 End of Primary Benchmark, are also
encouraged to attend.

This training will be conducted by the Education Officers for Maltese and English and will focus on
the elements which form part of the Speaking Component, the procedures to bedpbon tips
on the marking process.

The training will be held on Friday, P7March at 1.00pm at the National Curriculum Centre
(NCC),Kamr un.

Heads of School are to email the Educational Assessment Unit a list of participants. Thgt
should be sent to Ms Carmen Muscat orcarmen.muscat@ilearn.edu.mtby not later than
Friday 20" February 2015,

Thank you for your attention.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI

DI RETTORAT DIRECTORATE FOR
QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

FLORIANA VLT 2000
MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management

Tel: 2598 2426 / 2598 2425 Email: gaetano.bugeja@ilearn.edu.mt
LETTER CIRCULAR

Information: X Date: 3 May 2015

Action Required: X Ref: DCM 116/2015

To: All Heads of Primary Schools (State and N&wate) and Sections

From: Joanne Grimé& Assistant Director

Subject: June 2015 End of Primary BenchmarR4@ession) Call for Application and

Timetable

1.

The second session of the End of Primary Benchmark is going toldenhine afternoon
betweenl5 and 19 June 2015The Second Session of the End of Primary Benchmark will be
held at Floriana Primary School for Maltese candidates and at the Education Office in Victoria,
Gozo, for Gozitan candidates.

This Second Sessiois being held for children who fall under one of the following two
categories:

Category AT includes candidates who will have completed Year 6 in a Church or Independent
School that will not be participating in the First Session of the End of PrimarghBemk.

These candidates are only eligible for the second session. The candidates should complete an

Application Form that may be collected as frdnMay 2015from the Educational Assessment
Uni t c/ o Maria Assumpta Gi r dlasosStrestgKamoun(the r y
block behind the National Curriculum Centr&lCC) or the Education Office, Victoria, Gozo.
This application form is also available for downloading from the website
http://www.curriculumgov.mt All completed application forms need to be returned to the
Educational Assessment UnK,a mr (8:00 to 16:00hrs)or the Education Office, Victoria,
Gozo, by not later thab5 May 2015

A passpoHsized photo is to be submitted together with Application Form. The photo needs
to be signed by an authoritative person (such as the Head of School), verifying that it is a true
image of the applicant.

Category Bi includes candidates who will have completed Year 6 in a State, a Church or an
Indepandent School that will have participated in the First Session of the Benchmark but,
during the First Session, were either sick or absent from any component or all components.

In the case of candidates falling under Category B, the Educational Asseddnitetill
automatically assume that children who were sick or absent in the First Session for any
components will be sitting the missed component/s in the Second SeBsese children
therefore need not apply. However, on returning to school, aftenthefehe First Session of
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the Benchmark, these candidates need to submit to their sthpassporsized photo which

has been signed by an authoritative person (such as the Head of School), verifying that the
photo is a true image of the applicantisTphoto needs to be affixed to the Identity Card that

will be provided to the school by the Educational Assessment Unit. Heads of School are to
ensure that these cards are filled in and sent to the Educational Assessment Unit by not later
than8 June 2015

Heads of School are kindly requested to inform the parents of all candidates concerned
about the venue and the timetable indicated below. All examinations start at 3.00pm and
therefore candidates will have to be seated by 2.45pm.

3. The components of th&econd Session of the End of Primary Benchmark will be held
according to the following timetable. Please ensure that this timetable is brought to the
attention of all parents concerned.

JUNE 2015
Second Session
15 JUNE 16JUNE 17 JUNE 18 JUNE 19 JUNE
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
15.00i 16.00 15.00i 16.00 15.0071 15:15 15.001 18.00 15.001 18.00
(60 minutes) (60 minutes) Mathematics Maltese English
Maltese English Mental Paper Oral Oral
Writing Writing (15 minutes)
16.001 16.25 16.001 16.25 15.151 15.30
25 min Break 25 min Break 15 min Break
16.25i 16.55 16.25i 16.55 15.30i 17.00
(30 minutes) (30 minutes) Mathematics
Maltese English Written P aper
Listening Listening (1h 30min)
Comprehension | Comprehension
16.551 17.10 16.551 17.10
15 min Break 15 min Break
17.10i 18.00 17.10i 18.00
(50 minutes) (50 minutes)
Maltese English
Reading Reading
Comprehension | Comprehension

4. The End of Primary Benchmark syllabi are applicdbteboth the First Session and the Second
Session. These syllabi may be downloaded from the web#fg/www.curriculum.gov.mt
together with the guidelines. (Please refer to Letter Circular DCM 24/2015 for these
guidelines.)

5. Requests for exemptions froany component of the End of Primary Benchmark or requests for
the provision of Access Arrangements will be considered on the submission of the requested
evidence provided for the First Session. For more information contact the Educational
Assessment Uniin 2598 2139.
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Candidates who are applying for the Second Session as private candidates (Category A) may
wish to be considered for any of the following Access Arrangements (provided that they are
able to produce a professional report indicating the nésdch Access Arrangements):

- Reader for Mathematics Written paper;

- Reading Assistance for Maltese and English Reading Comprehensions;

- Scribe to transcribe illegible words for Maltese and English Writing Components;
- Multiplication Tables for MathematscWritten paper;

- Enlarged Print (for visually impaired students);

- Communicator (for hearing impaired students)

These candidates are to contact the Educational Assessment Unit on 2598 2139 by

15 May 2015.

Thank you for your collaborian.

Gaetano Bugeja
Director, Curriculum Management
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DI RETTORAT

KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

DIRECTORATE FOR

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION
FLORIANA VLT 2000

MALTA

THE END OF PRIMARY BENCHMARK 201 5
APPLICATION FORM FOR THE SECOND SESSION
15 June—19June 2056
(3.00pm-6.00pm)

Surname

Name Male/Female:

Date of Birth: / / Studentds | D No:
Telephone: Mobile:

Address: Door Number/Namé& Street Name:

Town/Village & Postcode:

Surname and Nama Parent/Guardian:

Present School: Year/Grade:

Centre where the candidate will be sitting the examination: Malta Gdzo (Underline the applicable option)

Student 6s_ Signatur e: Parent 6s/ Guardiands Si g

Statement of Consent (in accordance with the Data Protection Act)
| hereby give my consent to the Department ofri€ulum Management for processing this information being supplied with this applicaf
fully understand that by opting out, this application cannot be processed.

Parent 6s/ Guardi ands Signatur e: Date:

The Department of Curriculum Management within the Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education collects and processa®imtor
carry out its functions under the Education Act. All data is collected and processed in accordance with the DatarPhude@@d1, the)
Education Act, other subsidiary legislation and the Privacy Policy of the Department, a copy of which is available on demand

PLEASE FILL IN AND RETURN, TOGETHER WITH A PASSPORT -SIZED PHOTO,
TO: THE EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT UNIT, TRIQ JOSEPH ABELA SCOLARO, HAMRUN
(behind National Curriculum Centre NCC)

OR: THE EDUCATION OFFICE, VICTORIA, GOZO
BY 15 MAY 2015

On each day of the examination, please bring with you the electronic slip th
you were given when handing in your apptation.

For Office use only H

Application Form Numl Application received o

Application received
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This timetable is to be handed to the applicant
together with the electronic slip.

SECOND SESSION OF THE END OF PRIMARY BENCHMARK 2015

TIMETABLE
JUNE 2015
Second Session
15 JUNE 16 JUNE 17 JUNE 18 JUNE 19 JUNE
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
15.001 16.00 15.007 16.00 15.007 15.15
(60 minutes) (60 minutes) (15 minutes)
Maltese English Mathematics
Writing Writing Mental Paper
16.00i 16.25 16.00i 16.25 15.15i 15.30
25 min Break 25 min Break 15 min Break
16.25i 16.55 16.251 16.55 15.30i 17.00
(30 minutes) (30 minutes) (1h 30min) ; .
Maltese English R TS 15.00i 18.00 15.00i _18.00
Listening Listening Written Paper Maltese English
Comprehension | Comprehension Oral Oral
16.551 17.10 16.551 17.10
15 min Break 15 min Break
17.10i 18.00 17.101 18.00
(50 minutes) (50 minutes)
Maltese English
Reading Reading
Comprehension | Comprehension
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END OF PRIMARY BENCHMARK 201 5

A In Malta, all componentsof the Second Session of the End of Primary Benchmark will be
held at Floriana Primary School. In Gozo, they will be held at the Education Office in
Victoria.

A All sessions start at 3.00pm. All candidates have to be seated by 2.45pm.

A Requests for Exemptions from any Benchmark component, or requests for the provision of
Access Arrangements, will be considered on theubmission of the requested evidence
provided for the First Session.

Candidates who are applying for the Second Session as private candidates (Category A)
and who may be eligible for Access Arrangements indicated in Letter Circular
DCM 2112014 are to contact the Educational Assessment Unit on 25982139 &y May
2015,

A No calculators will be allowed in Mathematics. A protractor may be required.

A During the Orals, candidates will be allowed to go home as soon as they finish the
interview.

IL-BENCMARK’ T MI-BDNKAEZZJONI PRIMARJA

A F’ Ma | -komponentil kollha tat-Tieni Sessjoni talBenchmarkt a ’ T riidukanzjohi
Primarja se jsiru fl-l sk ol a Pri marj a, FIl ori anldf fiECGhue
tal-Edukazzjoni, ir-Rabat.

A lIs-sessjonijiet kollha jibdew fit-3.00pm. Itk andi dat i kol l ha jridu
sat2.45pm.

AKul | tal ba ghal Ezenzj onBenchmarknjne wx i gAlcdegs mp o n
Arrangementst i g i k kuns i-edwiad ean zsak olnit -Ewkvel isessjogi.hDawka t  f
-k andi dati l'i deepapppleissagwnghdthal a kandi dat i

huma el i gAcdeds Arranggnieatskont kif indikatfl-1 t t r a Ci r RU/PROAL i DC
ghandhom | i k Krageimaa taHAgsessjar Edikattiv fugq in-numru 25982139
sasl5 t a’ Mejju 2015

A L-u z u -cdlcaldtorsmhux permess waqt#Mat emat i ka; i1 zda wi-kedQwed |
t aptotractor.

fTMalli jisgaid&awdmidlalt i j kunu jdastghu j morru |
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END OF PRIMARY BENCHMARK (Year 6)

JUNE 2015 (2" Session)

Monday 15 June Tuesday 6 June Wednesday 4 June Thursday B June Friday 19 June

15.007 16.00 15.007 16.00 15.00i 15.15

(60 minutes) (60 minutes) (15 minutes)
Maltese English Mathematics
Writing Writing Mental Paper

16.00- 16.25 16.00- 16.25 15.15- 15.30

25min Break 25min Break 15min Break

16.25i1 16.55 16.251 16.55 15.301 17.00

(30 minutes) (30 minutes) (1h 30min) 15.00-18.00 15.00-18.00
Maltese English Mathematics Maltese English

Listening Comprehension

Listening Comprehension

Written Paper

16.551 17.10 16.551 17.10
15min Break 15min Break
17.107 18.00 17.101 18.00

(50 minutes)*
Maltese
Reading Comprehension

(50 minuteg*
English
Reading Comprehension

Oral Component

Oral Component

* Students with a Reader will have an additional 30 minutes
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IL-BENCHMARKT A’ T MI #PRIMARUIA (Is-Sitt Seng
GUNJU 2015 (It-Tieni Sessjoni)

It-Tnejn 15t a4dinju

It-Tlieta16t adfinju

L-E r b glktaaddnju

II-K a mil8¢ adinju

II-£i mgloia afinju

15.001 16.00 15.007 16.00 15.00i 15.15

(60 minuta) (60 minuta) (15-il minuta)
II-Malti L-l ngl i z Il -Matematika
Il -Kitba Il -Kitba Il -Karta Mentali

16.00- 16.25 16.00- 16.25 15.15- 15.30

Wa q f &25ntinata

Wa q f &25ntinata

Wa g f a -iltmanGta 1

16.251 16.55 16.251 16.55 15.301 17.00
(30 minuta) (30 minuta) (Si e gh ainua) 3 0
Il -Malti L-l ngl i z Il -Matematika

II-Fehim misS mi g k

I-Fehim misS mi g k

Il -Karta Miktuba

16.551 17.10
Wa g f a -iltmanGta 1

16.551 17.10
Wa g f a -iltmanGta 1

17.107 18.00 17.107 18.00
(50 minuta)* (50 minuta)*
Il -Malt i L-l ngl i z

Il -Fehim mill-Qari

Il -Fehim mill-Qari

15.00-18.00

Il-Malt i
tTakdit

15.00-18.00

L-l ngl i
t-Takdit

4

* Student i

g k a nikblthorm30 Qiauar enj Uj u d a
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XXXXXXXollege

End of Primary Report

XXXXX College, XXXXRXinary 2014¢ 2015
Name: XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXX D XXXXXXXX Class: XXXXX
Subject ] Teacher Assessment
{ U dzR { National
Malti Result | Median* | Excellem Good Fairly Good Needs to imprd
Orali (20 marka) C C C C
Fehimmig YA 3t o6Hvn Y C C C C
¢ I + NJeHim (30fmarka) C C C C
Kitba (30 marka) G G G G
Total
English
Oral (20 marks) C C C C
Listening Comprehension (20 mar C C C C
Reading Comprehension (30 marks C C C C
Writing (30 marks) C C C C
Total
Mathematics
Mental Paper (20 marks)
Written Paper (80 marks) g g g g
Total
Religion (100 marks) C C C C
Social Studies (100 marks) C C C C
Science (100 marks) C C C C
Attendance C C C C
Behaviour C C C C
*Median is the middle mark after sorting all the nkarin ascending order.
Additional Information:
Class Teacher Head of School

Name Surname
House Name & Number
Street Name
Locality, Malta/Gozo
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DI RETTORAT DIRECTORATE FOR
KWALITA® U STANDARDS FL-EDUKAZZJONI
IL -FURJANA VLT 2000
MALTA

FLORIANA VLT 2000
MALTA

Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Tel: 25982139/80/ 86 Email: eau@gov.mt
MEMORANDUM

Information: X Date: 6 October 20%

Action Required: Ref: 15//2015

To: All Heads of State Primary Schools B/C

From: Ms Joanne Grima (Assistant Director

Subject:  Returning othe End of Primary Benchmark Z0$cripts

QUALITY AND STANDARD S IN EDUCATION

In the coming days, thEnd of Primary Bechmark2015scripts of your students will be returned to your

school.

You might find that some scriptare missing; this is due to the fact that some are being kept at the

Educational Assessment Unit for archiving and research purposes.

The returned scriptshould ideally be usenhternally by the schodl o r evi ew
identify area where improvements in th taching and learning process can be made.

student soé

The scripts are to be archived by the school and should not be disposed of before a period of one year.

Thank you for your caperation.

Ms Joanne Grima
Assistant Director
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Specimenof Statistical InformatiorSent to SchoolRegarding the End of Primary Benchmark 201

Malti
Malti | Malti | Fehem | Malti Malti English | English | English | English | English | Maths | Maths | Maths
Orali | Smigh | mill- | Kitba | Total Oral Listening | Reading | Writing Total Mental | Written | Total

Qari
National Median 17.0 | 16.0 21.0 19.0 74.0 17.0 15.0 23.0 16.0 71.0 16.0 56.0 72.0
Particular Primary Median 20.0 | 17.0 21.0 19.0 79.0 18.0 16.0 22.0 12.0 69.0 16.0 64.0 80.0
National Mean 16.4 | 15.7 19.9 18.3 69.1 16.0 14.8 22.3 15.3 67.3 14.1 52.1 65.9
National Std Deviation 3.2 3.3 5.6 5.4 16.7 3.5 3.5 5.3 4.9 16.3 5.6 19.6 24.8
Particular Primary Mean 19.8 16.1 20.5 18.5 74.9 16.5 15.2 21.1 111 63.8 13.8 51.3 65.2
Particular Primary Std Deviation 0.4 3.6 5.6 4.2 12.8 4.2 3.8 6.6 3.4 16.3 5.7 24.2 29.5

Appendices




(132

APPENDIX 12
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Soft Versions of all Resources related to
the End of Primary Benchmark 2015
are found on this CD
or
on the Deparment of Curriauh website
www.curriculum.gov.mt
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